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PREFACE. 



At a moment when the foreign policy of 
Gj:eat Britain is again so intimately con* 
n^cted with the state of the Peninsula, and 
when the safety of Portugal is once more 
committed to a British army, the author of 
the following sheets has been led to believe, 
that an authentic account of the political 
circumstances which have produced the pre* 
sent condition of that kingdom, will not be 
unacceptable to the British reader. That a 
great deal of misapprehension and ignorance 
still prevail in this country, on the real cha- 
racter of the revolutions which have agitated 
Portugal, since the close of the Peninsular 
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war, the author has frequently observed with 
surprise ; and having been himself a personal 
and attentive spectator of those political 
vicissitudes, he trusts he shall not be charge- 
able with presumption for believing that it 
has been in his power to offer a more accurate 
narrative of their real causes, progress, and 
results, than any of which the public of this 
country has yet been put in possession. 

Such are the motives which have induced 
the author to compose the following V His- 
torical View of the Revolutions of Portugal 
since the. close of . the Peninsular War,'! 
which he ventures to think will be found to 
redeem its pledge of offering " a full account 
of the events which have led to the present 
state of that country." Uninfluenced by any 
political or factious partialities, and having 
no private interest involved in the fate of 
Portugal,. he has desired to offer only a plain 
unvarnished statement of facts. He has. not 
misrepresented a single circumstance design-: 
edly, and although he possibly may have 
erred in his speculative anticipations of the 
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future, the reflections advanced are at least 
his honest and undisguised sentiments. 

With respect to the sources of information, 
on Dfhieh the author has founded his record, 
he can of course, in his anonymous character, 
bring forward no better proofs of authenticity 
than may be gathered from that internal 
evidence, which usually accompanies truth. 
But it is due to his readers to offer some; 
general explanation of the circumstances, 
which have enabled him to collect the mate- 
rials for the present volume. He has, in fact» 
enjoyed the most favorable opportunities for 
judging o[ the . present state of Portugal,* 
from an intimate personal knowledge of that 
country for more than seventeen years. Dur- 
ing five years of the war, he became, as a 
British ofiicer, generally acquainted with the 
Peninsula, and more particularly with the 
Portuguese army, in which he served at the 
latter part of that period. In 1814, returning 
from France to Portugal, he was employed on 
the staff of the army, until the revolution of 
1820. In this situation, he was necessarily 
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brought into frequent contact with the native 
authorities, and enabled to ascertain the ge- 
neral feeling of the people. 

In common with his brother officers, he 
quitted the Portuguese service in 1820; but, 
unlike the greater number of them^ remained 
in Portugal, and during the reign of the 
Cortes devoted his time to agricultural pur- 
suits. Shortly after the counter-revolution of 
1823, he removed to Lisbon, where an inti- 
macy with some members of the royal house- 
holdj afforded him opportunity of being much 
at the court of John VI., and acquainting 
himself with circumstances that few of his 
countrymen had means of learning. 

With these advantages, it needed only a 
small share of observation and discernment 
to collect the information that he has un- 
bodied into the present work. He has en- 
deavoured, in the composition of his narrative, 
to avoid egotism, but has yet found it neces- 
sary, in order to illustrate some of his asser- 
tions, to introduce a few anecdotes personally 
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relating to himself. He is aware that the 
language and composition of his volume 
abound with literary defects : but he trusts 
it will be admitted as his apology, that he 
has not aspired at style and embellishment. 
Other occupations have denied him the lei- 
sure, if he had possessed the power, to cul- 
tiyate the graces of composition. His sole 
object has been to furnish his countrymen 
with a correct view of the real condition of 
Portugal at this interesting crisis; and he 
consigns his volume to the public judgment 
with the consciousness, at least, of having 
endeavoured well. 
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CHAPTER L 

1814--1820. 

Aspect of Portugal at the Close of the PeninsvUr War^Dehr 
swe Hopes suggested bg the glorious Reeoverg of ker Indepen- 
dence — Apparent Prosperitg, and reid Distress of the Coun- 
trg^Causes of the National Deeag: Extinction of Manu- 
faetureSf Loss of the Commerce of Brazil^ Emigration of the 
Court, Absentee Nobility, Ruin of Agriculture^Cruel Sk^er- 
inge i^ the Farmers during the War: aggravated iy thk 
Iniquity of Native Contractors^Olive Grounds and Vineyards 
devastated. Com Lands left waste^ Miserable Condition of the 
Peastmtry^Cupidity and Wealth of the Monastic Orders — 
General Corruption and Peculation bf GoeemaBMnt—ThJe Por^ 
tuguese Army—Honourable Contrast of its Character with 
that of the Civil Institutions of the Kingdom-^ Admirable 
Administration of Lord Beresford: frustrated by the base 
Intrigues of the Regeney-^Conspiraey qf Gomes Freite-^ 
Quelled by the Energy of Lord Beresford-^Good Spirit <f the 
Troops ungratefully requited by the Government— Privations 
and Sufferings of the Army— Growing Discontents in thiat 
Body and the Nation, provohed by the Misrule of the Regency 
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im his Absence, 

At the termination of the Peninsular war in 
1814, Portugal hieid r^over«id a reputation in 
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2 STATE OF PORTUGAL. 

the political world not unworthy of the best 
days of k^ Wtoxy. ]Py ttMB glpri«»is issue 
of the great contest, in which she had borne 
so conspicuous a part, she was placed in an 
attitude jof pride and independ^ce; and the 
interesting spectacle of all that she had en- 
dured and surmounted, might suggest the 
most lively anticipations of fcysr future happi- 
ness. It might s^qo^ that, having evinced the 
brave spirit to resist foreign oppression, smd 
enjf>ying the generous fidendship of England, 
she w^s henceforth secured against all hostile 
aggression, and was about peacefully to enter 
upoQ ^ ni^w career pf ^ight^ned ex§rtiap> 
iqi^listrlQus improvement, ?ind tranquil pros- 
pmty. 

^^U m a UjB^rer m^ mPT§ ^crutiniiswg 
ini^peption of her real condition, she presented 
a widely diff^rcint aspect from that which 
q^fg^t th^§ attr^t the pleased attention, or 
excite Ihe hopes, of the ^stant or sanguine 
^hsefver. Her noble efforts in the cs^i^Q of 
freedom, her patience and constancy in the 
onm of h« Me, had i«tre8tfid hey suljr 
qeq^i^t suef egs wiiJi a l^sfre, wfeiclj ^nly 
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coboealed for a moment, but could neither 
mitigate nor heal the complicated sufferings^ 
to which those veiy triumjAs had^ in a great 
measure, given rise. 

Not that the cruel ordeal through which 
Portugal had just passed was the sole origin 
of her impending disasters. The greater part 
of them, indeed) might be traced to this sea- 
son of trial and sacrifice; but there were 
various other concurrent causes, altogether 
producing effects so fatal, that, even had 
the projected dismemberment of the Penin-' 
sida been carried into operation by the anti« 
cipated success of Buonaparte, such arbitrary 
proceeding could scarcely have rendered the 
country more abject and more powerless be-* 
neath the grasp of a victorious invader, than 
she was actually left amidst the triumphs ^ 
an indep^idence, so gallantly asserted, and 
so firmly establii^ed. 

A brief recapitulation of the several sources 
from whence her ancient national proi^rity 
had been derived, with a view of the circum- 
stances under which returmng tTsmpkiHtty 
had Ibond them, may, perhA]^s, tend to ex* 

b2 
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4 STATE OF PORTUGAL. 

plain and substantiate this apparently bold 
assertion. 

The manufactories of Portugal, never nu- 
merous, were now annihilated: war, in its 
ravages, had destroyed the greater part of 
them, and the rest had ceased working. For, 
destitute of encouragement, how could their 
produce successfully compete with English 
goods, which, having originally been in- 
troduced with so many advantages by the 
Methuen treaty in the last century, had ac- 
quired a confirmed preference by that of 1810. 
By the new treaty, concluded at this last 
epoch, it had been more particularly stipu- 
lated^ that in return for certain valuable pri- 
vileges in the wine trade, conferred on Por- 
tugal by our government, she should concede 
to us the right of importing our mam^actures, 
on the payment of only 15 per cent, duty: 
while those of other nations are generally 
chargeable with double that amount. 

From the days of Vasco de Gama, and the 
fruits of his happy temerity in doubling 
tht Cape of Good Hope, Portugal had never 
relied on her own productions as adequate 
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sources of national wealth. Invited as she had 
been by the discovery of a commercial resort, 
hitherto inaccessible to European navigation, 
and enriched by the vast treasures thus placed 
within her grasp, her eriterprizing spirit of 
foreign speculation had superseded the ex- 
ertions of domestic industry, and abundantly 
repaid itself. Nor did the subsequent supe- 
riority of the Dutch, in the same quarter, 
repel this excursive inclination ; for although 
the East no longer supplied her with a valu- 
able monoply, a new mine of wealth, that 
appeared inexhaustible, had been opened in 
the West ; and Brazil proved to her a second 
India. The abundant and varied produce of 
this South American possession found its 
emporium in Lisbon, and entered the Tagus, 
to be thence scattered over Europe, while 
every part of Portugal derived its full share 
of these advantages, and flourished in the 
prosperity of the capital. Hence it is evi- 
dent how severe a shock must have been 
given to the mother country, when the Bra- 
zilian ports were thrown open to the dirict 
commerce of Europe, diverting the rich tide 
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of nijerchajadize into oth^r channels^ and 
leaying that comparatively dry, which had 
80 long been fertilized by its exclusive 
course. 

Nay, not only the privation of former gains, 
but actual loss of what was originally her 
own, followed the emigraticm of the king 
from Portugal to this her Trans- Atlantic 
colony. To supply the demands of the court 
at the Rio, she was now in turn drained of 
all that could be wrung from her by the gripe 
pf necessitous power, and she acquired,, as the 
price of these vast sacrifices, no more than an 
uncertain sale in the Brazilian territory for 
her native wines. 

As might be expected, the nobles, and m^n 
of property, flocked to the seat of govemment, 
where many established themselves, taking 
no farther thought for the land of their birth» 
than as it fumisihed them with the needfU 
means of supporting their dignity, and miois^ 
tering to their luxuries abroad, Thm stew-^ 
ards m the mother cauntiy> on the other 
hwd^ looking only ta U%e pces^nt produce^ of 
the ei»t%tes within their reach^: »s aii^M^itin^ 
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dibae rieibittaafis^ fer itrMch tkieir iotd? 
tintlally caDedv neglected the impartarirt boBi^ 
aesa<rf cdMsraAimry a*il aU<y#ed tbe^laads to 
kecdine mow kupoTeriiihed eirerjfr yeav:-*^ 
BartiBtii: edHBeqneiice of absekiteeirai, ini >iliiteh 
Portugal fi^fnxpadmed with' odier n^aHonSy aafid 
to a griev^tfis eXismt. Tho^e of the emigraonM 
whor vetimied, g«nemlli^ ^msie li(y take posses''^ 
sionr of officifi® to w&u^ tlHik' atti^iddn^^ aft 
court h^ introduced the^d *; isS^jit dinecured^ 
ami toMit f^oeistly &i«iitttiottB #&efe th^fnriib^ 
eipsi emp^oymtu^ c6ti^i^ted, in phmdcjriuf 
Ao^r iHKiOu tihef weii^ appoinM^^ to: gapm^ 
kitiafid ^d' to prdtoot;. 

On^r itidtane'ei^, a^oftg the Aiaoiy that eamtf 
tmidisir fiHj^ oi^ pei«<]dcial obtB^r^atmMr L will 
ddldu&ev as «^iidii^ to iH^Btrtff^ tfio diariMster 
o(^ tfioM' speetiMi^^ ttiigmtions' tO' Ao dtetantt 
i4«at «f gwenmi^[i€: The iMdkJdttali imqtXM-^ 
lion was^ an aequ^^tanicis^ of ittlMe. He pos^ 
d«i^)3iidi « v«rf Mttiited^ lAoo^e, bat hai ini 
former days enjoyed the intimacy oi^ some) 
#B€^ i^ved iA) #a[l)«ttliiia«« Sifiil«tibli9 aBbut 
tlTe^ pdbcev €«l««Aaf ing <A£ tk& goodi oAees^ 
df ^letse' persotifii^ he ttfoMTgag^ kis^lletliti^'^ 
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perty, prevailing on h|s brother to •: follow < his 
.example, and. lend him the produce. With 
all the money he could thus scrape together, 
he embarked for Brazil, where he depo- 
sited his cash ; but how, or on what terms, 
we. can only conjecture from the result. Cer- 
tain it is, that, in a veYy short period, he re- 
turned peimyless, but in possession of an 
appointment, from which, as a collector of the 
king's dues, he might fairly derive an income 
of about £300. a year. He owed at least 
£1000. over and above his outlay of ready 
money; and his only visible prospect of 
paying these debts, incurred while securing 
the prize of an official situation for life, was 
by making it as productive as he possibly 
could. He lived only a few years to enjoy 
his success ; but during that term it was well 
known that no means wero left untried, on 
his part, to realize far more than, in justice 
to others, the place might have been expected 
toyieldo 

Baieath the pressure of such accinnulating 
evils, can we wonder that the arm of industry 
in Portugal was paralyzed, and the spirit of , 
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honest exertion subdued? War, with its in- 
evitable consequences, immediate and remote, 
and corruption, with its less open, but, per- 
haps, more baneful influence, laid an arrest- 
mg hand upon the propelling wheels of na- 
tional activity; and if the loom was ^dle, 
the implements of agriculture were scarcely 
less so. 

In many places cultivation was altogether 
superseded. Four years' occupation of the 
country by contending atmies, had blighted 
the hopes, and sickened the heart of the 
farmer too often, to leave him encourage- 
ment for a specidation hitherto so disastrous. 
He was generally, too, of that class to whom 
the conflict had been fraught with utter ruin ; 
and his lands lying fallow, had little chance 
of being again tilled. For, excepting in 
same particular places, and those not nume- 
rous, farming is not sufficiently lucrative, as 
a business, to hold out much inducement for 
embarking capital in it^ even during seasons 
of comparative prosperity. Still less could 
it now attract the attention of those who, 
having reaped individual fidvantages from the 
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wiEir which devastated their cduntry^ and 
amassed wealth by means so much more 
easy and expeditious^ sat dowB to its enj^-- 
miait, and paid no regard to branches of 
industry which eould add little to ikk&at own 
riches, bowerer impoftattt in a patriotic point 
of view. 

Such individuals there were, who had 
fattened their gains upon the misery of their 
country V who gleaned^ a golden harvest em 
those plains where the rapid march of deso^* 
kttion had impoverished and rumed theit 
countrymen. Lisbon, at once the port and 
the capkid ei Povtttgal, the chief d8^6t ef 
a mighty mil&taiiy armament, and the nmdez-* 
vwis and matrt of an extensive navcd equqo^ 
ment,. experieifeeed aa unwonted demand, a»dl 
beheld her trade in a state of umiatural) 
actitfity, r^sembli)^ rather Ae hectic of 
£erver, than the even glcm of d faealthfelf 
system. It wa» d tratisient and specious 
prQS]Krity, of wtieh thef bulk of iSxe nsitioi^ 
pvurtook not. Of iM» we had d^bundaiift proof 
d»iiig ijhe' c^rations 6{ Otfr - araiy itt the- 
interna. 
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It is true that, 9A in Lisbon, wherever we 
marched we left money, and gave a momen- 
tary impetus to the spiiit of traffic ; bat let 
it be remembered, that we often took firom 
them that for which money liras an abnost 
worthless substitiiite^ Com and wine were 
the objects of onr barter; and while our oon- 
sumption of the latter decidedly benefited 
the grower,^ an eExtensive demand for die 
foimer inyolved him in severe calamities. 
Oiir large bodies of cavalry required more 
£an^e than could be yielded, without the 
painful sacrifice of cutting down the green 
blade of com ; and this was pud for with a 
sum that, m ordinary tinKS, would scarcely 
have pmrchased the grain which; that blade 
might have beai expected to produce. With 
this scanty remuneration in his hand, and 
the jmxmise of Ms future harvest removed 
firmn before his; eyes, the poor famet himsetf, 
and vnth him aB the sunovndioig inhabita&te> 
must depend upon, some dbtant province fef 
that supply which thenr own hands were 
aceuatomed to gather fi:om their native soil. 
Most of the prorvinces, too^ hsmng- been in 
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turn the scene of operations equally ruitious, 
the little which could be spared from the 
reinnant of the anticipated harvest in one 
quarter, was only to be procured in another 
on most exorbitant terms. TUe price of 
the necessaries of life was thus far beyond 
what the destitute people could spare from 
the little store of cash reserved to answer 
their craving wants, until the following an- 
nual crop, even had they any chance of reap- 
ing their fields after the lapse of another 
seed-time. But seldom was this distant 
prospect left to cheer them, for long biefore 
the next period of depositing seed-corn in the 
ground arrived, the cries of their starving 
families had wrung from their unwilling 
hands the last poor pittance remaining in the 
granary for that purpose. 

If such was the case where payment in 
ready money had been received from our 
troops, what aggravated miseries must have 
followed when the usual mode of discharge 
was adopted by the commissariat, who, in- 
stead of cash, gave checques upon our funds 
at Lisbon. A system arose from this plan of 
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payment, of which it would be difficult to 
say, whether the craelty or the knavery was 
more conspicuous: certainly it was a most 
infamous compound of both: and there is 
too much reason to believe that a class of 
our own countrymen, to whom was imputed 
the disgrace of deeply participating in this 
villany, were not unjustly accused. I leave 
the reader to peruse the following particulars, 
and to fotm his own conclusions. 

Our army was attended on its march 
through the provinces, by a description of 
persons generally looked upon as contractors, 
and frequently employed as such. They 
were Portuguese, which gave them additional 
influence among the poor simple peasantry. 
These men, appearing with a supply of 
specie which they never could have derived 
from any resources of their own, insinuated 
themselves into the confidence of the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants, and persuaded them that 
the checques before mentioned, were worth 
no more than so many. Portuguese vaUes, 
issued by a government in a state of insol- 
vency. They thus easily deluded the poor 
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peasantry into an eager desire to part with 
the paper received in exchange for their com, 
though discounted by these knavish negocia- 
tors at such a profit to themselves, as re* 
duced the balance in the ignorant holder's 
hands to a pittance incredibly small. 

Nor did the inhumanity of these harpies 
rest satisfied with thus completkig the ruin of 
the comfactor and all dependent on him* 
They carried cm a plan equally atrocious 
against those who possessed cattle. Keeping 
near our troops, in places where they intended 
to purchase, they urged their helpless dupes 
to lose no time in taking ready money for 
such beasts as they had ; assuring them, that 
if they delayed concluding the bargain, they 
would be compelled by the army to part with 
their cattle, and to receive a paper in return, 
either wholly valueless, or, at least, which na 
one would take but at a discount proportion-^ 
able to the hazard whioh, they asserted, the 
holder of the checque must incur, of never 
receiving any payment. Intimidated by this 
description, and expecting to sufier cruel ex- 
tmrtion from the armed foreigners, whose 
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tj^fiir(m}k WW mmoumed, ih^ wretched cveiti- 
tures 69I4 tbeir cattle £or the veii^t. trifl« la 
these disinterested inm^i who again difir 
poeed of the niei^t to 9Mf.coi»iiusaariat, oftea 
at a flftost exojbitant rate. 

^ «ii«b. mewi^ wa$ tha march of a 
fri^dly deliverer rej^dered more wjelcome to 
the rmHye^ tiia^ th^t of a bostite invader, by 
^Q nmih only as aliiKgering d^tth may be 
thopght pieferahle to a sudden and idolenl; 
one, Mvch. has h^en said, and much written, 
oa thQ subject of these dis^racefiil scenes ; 
but aU is utterly inadequate to conwy an 
ide?^ 9f th§ ^actual horfois witnessedby those 
who foUowod the footstei^ of a £erocioua 
enenty^ and were thus oompeUed to de* 
Ypnir the little refuse that bad eluded his 
grasp* 

To a mind not steeled ag^oist the pleads 
iug8 of humanity, the field of battle pre- 
seated a less painful view, when atrown with 
the mangled forms of dead and dying> than 
did the ri^sQu^d villages, where, in order to 
^equre Porti^gal feom the reflux of this de- 
3fti»tiBg tide, we were neeessitated to jeccdve 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 STATE OF PORTUGAL. 

from, her childieD afanost their last mouthfot 
of bread, and to see them paid with what in 
itself was a wretched compensation, though 
all we had to give. And even this inadequate 
remuneration was again diminished, as we 
have seen, by the iniquitous frauds of those 
insatiate fiends, who drained the last drops of 
yital blood from kindred veins — from the ex^ 
hausted pulses of their own countiymen*^to 
glut their detestable avarice. A military 
man cannot easily revert to the feelings of 
that period in measured language, especially 
when he hears it asserted that Portugal was 
a gainer by the peninsular war. Collectively, 
as one among the, nations of the world, her 
character was undoubtedly exalted, and in- 
vested with a brilliancy that had for nearly 
two centuries been totally lost. Individually 
too, the agents of designing fraud flourished 
upon their iniquitous spoils, and many were 
seen starting into sudden importance, who, 
but for these events, woidd have lived and 
died in native obscurity and contempt. It 
is true that some few fortunes were accumu- 
lated, even by honest means, among' the 
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Mercantile dealers in Lisbon, and that some 
favorable national qualities were then de- 
veloped and brought into action, which might 
otherwise have lain imexcited and dormant. 
But can a nation be said to gain, when the 
great bulk of her population are evid^itly 
and fatally impoverished, and when a de- 
vastating blight has passed over the budding 
promise of all her internal resources 1 

The greater number of those tradesmen 
who now excite, in the provincial towns, the 
wonder and the envy of their more honest 
but less fortunate compeers, had scarcely 
shoes to their feet until they followed our 
army, calling themselves contractors to the 
British forces, and, under that character, pur- 
suing with impunity their merciless system* 
Many of these men were OTiployed to super- 
intend the land carriage of our commissariat 
and other stores; for the conveyance of 
which, bullock-carts and mules were pressed 
into the service, and the handsomest allow- 
ance was given to remunerate the peasantry 
for their daily work in attending them. But, 
through the pernicious influence of these 
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head-men, such meaiift weve adopted to 
harass and disgust the poor owners, and 
particularly those who had charge of the 
bullocks, that they generally fled, leaving 
their beasts a prey in the hands of the unna- 
tural wretches, who tore, without feeling and 
without fear, their latest support from these 
&eir oppressed and ruined countrymen. 

I must, however, return to the considera- 
tion of other branches in which Portugal sus- 
tained a diminution of national prosperity, 
no less than in her manufactories and her 
granaries^ Of all her natural productions, oil 
and wine are those which b^t ensure an 
ample repaym^it to their cultivator; but for 
wme time previous to the epoch before us, a 
^yaease had greatly injured the olive trees, 
o<k^ai»oning, in many instances^ the total 
fmlure of their crops. In sev^al districts the 
destruction was very extensive, and it wcut 
Mmarked that in others, where the trees re^ 
takied their healtlly appearance and fruitftil 
qualities^ a far greater number had been cut 
down by the Fresich armies than in the 
Skitter situations : as if the relentings of na^ 
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tore towards those whose subiistence de- 
pended on her wonted operations, had given 
a new stimulus to man in the eruel work of 
afflicting his fellow creatures. 

Oppressed by poverty, and dreading its 
aggravation, the farmer did not venture to 
prune his olives; for he erroneously cal- 
culated that should the following year pro- 
duce a general crop, he would incur a loss, 
by having reduced the luxuriant branches 
imd so diminished the number of olives. 
Thus he deferred from year to year this ne^ 
cessary operation, until the state of his treesr 
shewed how ruinous were the effects. Indeed, 
the general unheahhiness of the olive plante-* 
tions may be traced principally to this cause* 
The advantages of a difier^it plan are proved 
by the uncommonly fine and vigorous shoots, 
sprung from the roots of those trees cut down 
by the French, and which ai^ now, after fifteen 
years, in foil bearing. But the distress of 
th6 poor farmers was too great, and Aeir 
wants were too urjgent, to aHow of any i^ittg 
Hte a sacrifice of present emolument to mote 
distant advantages. 

c 2 
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To conceive the universal depression 
consequent upon a failure of the olive 
crop is scarcely possible, unless by contrast 
with the animating scene, the bustle, activity, 
and hilarity, that mark the ingathering 
of a plentiful store in this class of nature's 
bounties, justly ranked among the richest 
she bestows ; for no produce so amply repays 
the cultivator for all his cost in labour, money, 
and patience. Tte expences of collecting 
the fruit, and of the process by which 
oil is extracted, are very considerable ; it is 
subject to a heavy duty, and fifteen or 
twenty years of growth are required to bring 
the tree to perfection. Yet few cultivators 
have ever, in peaceful times, had cause to 
complain of an unsuccessful speculation, in 
making this valuable fruit their chief de- 
pendence. 

Towards the month of November, the 
olives arrive at that degree of ripeness which 
renders them fit for the annual operations, 
like our walnuts, they are beaten from the 
boughs by means of long rods, while large 
cloths, spread around the trunk, receive as 
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many as fall within the space they occupy. 
The rest are gathered from the ground by 
women and children ; and so great is the pro- 
duce, that the entire population of an olive 
district find ample employment, in this work 
alone, for several weeks, although assisted by 
large groupes, who flock from a distance, 
sometimes of nearly two hundred miles, 
to share the labour, and return with a little 
store of money thus earned, for their winter 
subsistence. 

Nothing can exceed the sprightliness of 
these olive gleaning parties : from sun-rise to 
the hour of vespers no sound is heard but 
that of singing, and merry converse, while 
every countenance reflects the gladness of the 
season, and the general happiness of the 
simple hearted peasantry. When the mills 
are set in motion, the farmer can securely 
reckon on a supply of ready money where- 
with to cultivate his lands; the pork feeder 
and poulterer find in the bruised kernel of the 
olive a plentiful and nutritious article for 
fattening their numerous pigs and turkeys; 
while the poor labourer, in addition to his 
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pi^^stent wages, aBticipatep an ample supply 
of oil for his family at a price be can afiord 
to,pay» and stores of preserved olives, which, 
with a little bread, will long furnish the daily 
meal for himself and hia housdiold, almost 
free of cost. 

An imperfect idea may be formed, even 
from this slight sketch, of the cheering effect 
produced when the national tree yields its 
accustomed tribute to the children of the soil; 
and imagination will not fail to picture, in a 
like degree, the deep gloom, despondency, 
and disappointment that pervade . all iheae 
classes when that supply is withheld, whether 
by the immediate visitation of Providence^ in 
siniting the earth with a blight, or the re^ 
mprseless cruelty of man, in wantonly afflict* 
ing his fellpwB. 

The culture of the vine is less lucretiTe 
than that of the olive, when the latter retains 
its health and fruitfulness t but the grape 
possesses the advantage of not being so 
liable to failures through disease or accident. 
Circumstances, however, had conspired to 
a;ffeQt even this important branch of agvicul- 
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tmk in a considerable degree, aiid to lessen 
its Talue* A vine requires the pruning hook 
every year, nor will the yineyard thrive if 
more than two or three years be suffered to 
elapse without turning up the soil. A 
tolerable crop cannot be expected unless this 
biennial digging takes place ; nor can it be 
neglected but at the hazard of destroying the 
vines altogether. It wiU readily be con* 
jectured how fatally the distracted state of 
the country interfered with these regular 
operations, while war and rapine left their 
foot-prints on the paths wheie peaceful in- 
dustry had hitherto held her even way. The 
consequence wm, that many vineyards 
drooped, decayed, and ultimately withered 
beyond a possibility of recovery ; while the 
land which they had covered lay in a state of 
hopelen neglect, barren and uncultivated. 
Com crops are less congenial to the soU, and 
to the habits of the people, or at least to their 
partialities ; and these are rswly introduced 
whi&re the vine has faU^** 

Of Urn prejudice, history affords a strik- 
ing instance. Jht Mmrqai* of Powbal, the 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 STATE OF PORTUGAL. 

celebrated minister of Joseph I., among other 
schemes of national aggrandizement, resolved 
to render Portugal more independent of foreign 
aid, by augmenting her internal supply of 
grain in proportion to its consumption through 
the country. With this view he caused many 
of the vineyards to be ploughed up, coriceiv- . 
ing that com would immediately supersede 
the vine, which, as it requires three years to 
render it fruitful, he supposed the farmers 
would not again introduce. But long habit 
and experience are not so easily conquered ; 
and, notwithstanding the temporary loss sus- 
tained while waiting for its maturity, the cul- 
tivators soon restored their ancient vine to its 
pre-eminent station; proving that, in their 
estimation, it yielded a far greater profit to 
them than grain would ever produce. Doubt- 
less they calculated more wisely than the 
minister, considering the quality of the 
ground and climate : excessive droughts are 
of very frequent occurrence in Portugal, and 
threaten with destruction the most promising 
crops, unless the, land on which they grow 
be remarkably rich, or plentifully irrigated. 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF PORTUGAL. 25 

which is not in general the case. I speak 
from experience, having in one year lost two 
successive com crops from the same ground 
by these droughts, and on a spot where the 
vine would undoubtedly have been prolific. 
My wheat, was first sown in November, and 
by the middle of March following, the blade 
was so completely dried up, that I had no 
alternative but to pass the plough over it, 
and plant for a crop of Indian com. This 
agam had suflTered so severely from the same 
cause by the month of May, that, in the end, 
it barely yielded its original measure of seed, 
although an increase of fifty fold is by no 
means an unconunon return in favorable 
seasons. 

These discouragements withheld many pro- 
prietors of rained vineyards from hazarding 
an attempt in the growth of grain ; nor had 
they any cheering prospect in renewing the 
vine. Spanish wines were now admitted into 
the Brazilian territory, establishing a dis- 
heartening competition with the people who 
had hitherto enjoyed exclusively the pri- 
vilege of that valuable exportation to their 
distant colony. 
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Thus may it altogether be conceived how 
little of prosperity, either in possession or 
anticipation, smiled upon those classes in 
Portugal to whom the discriminating eye 
would naturally look for the indications of 
reviving welfare. The tempests of war had 
indeed ceased their prol^racted work of devas* 
tation; but on every side appeared evident 
and lasting tokens that the storms which had 
passed had laid low the pride of the land, with 
little hope of its resuscitation beneath the 
returning beams of tranquillity. It was not 
alone from the ravages of hostile violence 
that Portugal had received the most lasting 
injury ; there was an invisible hand still busy 
in undermining the foundation of national 
prosperity; and domestic treachery, as we 
have seen, proved but too successful an ally, 
thcmgh a silent and secret one, in deepening 
the wound which the cruelty of foreign inva^ 
sion had inflicted. 

Extensive, however, as was the di^^tress at 
this period, we cannot pronounce it to have 
been universal. The innumemUe firatonities 
of monks enjoyed a happy exemption £pom 
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the trpubles that weighed down their les9 
privileged neighbours* Returning to their 
immeQse possessionB, now secured by the 
triumphs of our amis» if they had not at first 
the means of cultiyating them to their full 
e%tentf yet the ehurch dues, levied on almost 
every individual among the laity, and punc- 
tually collected, soon enabled them to rejoice 
in the fulness of their accustomed gratifi- 
cations. 

Along the line of country too, so legibly 
and dir^fiiUy marked out as the track of an 
invading army on their retreat in 1811, and 
for the repairs of which a sum had bem 
granted, there were many who could boast 
of a double advantage ; having sufiered the 
jsmst^ trifling losses, and repeived the largest 
eovipensat^r Sq unfairly was this money 
distributed, that the greater part fell to the 
k>t of those, whose uninjured possessions in 
other parts of Portugal yielded ample means 
for restoring what the hand of rapine h^d 
destroyed in this; while the poor peagiant» 
who^ in the ruins of his little cottage, beheld 
tile wreck of has all ; an4 the mim «f liJSftitQd 
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income, whose property was concentrated in 
the one spot where devastation had passed 
and levelled it with the earth, received no 
aid. The grant that, by an equitable dis- 
tribution, might have caused the beams of 
comfort once more to illume hundreds of 
families, became an instrument of unjust and 
wicked partiality ; enriching those who al- 
ready had enough, and leaving the poor to 
perish. 

What else could be expected, when every 
department of government was in itself an 
example of corruption: — when money was 
the sole and universal passport to favour and 
distinction, and when such a matured system 
of disgraceful, avaricious intrigue, was sup- 
ported between the court at the Rio, the 
provisional government at Lisbon, and the 
petty despots with whom their , mercenary 
arrangements had scourged all parts of the 
country, that it might almost be said, every 
honest man felt himself under the necessity 
of becoming a rogue. 

From a scene^ so calculated to excite in- 
dignant disgust, it is a relief to turn the eye 
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upon the solitary exception to which Portugal 
could point — ^her army. Commanded by a 
British officer, whose talents had formed from 
among a heterogeneous mass of unpromising 
materials, a beautiful fabric — ^whose exertions 
had procured for it the honorable distinction 
of becoming the national bulwark — and whose 
lofty spirit, both by influence and example, 
had preserved it from sharing the contamina- 
tion now spread through every other branch 
of the state — that army stood comparatively 
pure. Its officers beheld with impatient pity 
the miseries of their country, for which they 
had laboured and bled; they contemplated 
with melancholy interest the minds of their 
compatriots, darkened as they were by igno- 
rance, enthralled by a crafty and arrogant 
priesthood, and crushed beneath the iron rule 
of legal despotism ; and they placed the con- 
dition of their own population in strong con- 
trast with the gallant spirits of England, who 
had for five years been their associates, and 
shewed them what civil and religious freedom 
could effect in enlightening and elevating 
human nature. Nay, a comparison with the 
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scenes from trhence they had recently re- 
turned in the south of France, was alone 
sufficient to shew them the darkness of their 
degraded homes. 

This awakened feeling among military men 
was not overlooked by the wily and selfish 
government ; etery possible method was put 
in operation to bring the army down to a 
level with the other institutions of Portugal^ 
and to disgust a commander^ whose perse- 
vering efforts to uphold its respectability and 
independence were met by the most irritating 
opposition and perplexing counteraction. 
Orders from the Rio, dictated by a less dis* 
graceful spirit^ were evaded, as not tending 
sufficiently to debase the military character; 
and a memorable instance of the temper 
mider which the government in Lisbon acted, 
was displayed in their conduct respecting the 
Portuguese quota of 5000 men, which should 
have been fomished in 1SI&. 

On the escape of Buonaparte from llie 
Mand ^ Biba, traaisporta wem- dispatd^d 
fromi ^gland to convey this forcse to the 
Neth^and^, in pun^ance of a s^paitttion 
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altered into at the congress of Vienna. But 
the R^ency had no intention of carrying 
into effect this agreement: accordant with 
their narrow and unpatriotic policy, which, 
in every point of view appeared to labour 
for their country's degradation. Pretending 
to feel themselves incompetent to so impor- 
tant an act as sending an army out of the 
kingdom^ without being sanctioned by an 
especial order from the Rio to that effect, 
they contrived to evade the obligation, pro- 
tracting the necessary steps with successive 
idle excuses, until the battle of Waterloo 
decided the fate of Europe, without allowing 
the Portuguese troops to add one foreign 
leaf to the laurels they had gathered in the 
expulsion and pursuit of invading foes from 
their native land. 

It wa3 the lot of that great captain under 
whom the allied army of England and Por- 
tugal had achieved thia signal triumph, after 
a isktruggle unexampled in the history of na- 
tiws, to strike a last decisive blow, and to 
tarminate in one important victory that con-* 
tsslt which had been carried <m for years over 
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a tract of country extending from Lisbon to 
Toulouse. To write an encomium on the 
Duke of Wellington is not my purpose; all 
Europe felt compelled to unite in his ap- 
plause. Blending, as he does, the most 
brilliant military talent and enterprizing spi- 
rit that can promise success in the field, with 
all the cool deliberation and political foresight 
that characterize the sagacious diplomatist 
and profound statesman, his merits are uni- 
versally acknowledged. Still it is among 
those who fought under his grace's standard, 
during his arduous ascent to the pinnacle of 
xenown, that the subject carries with it the 
deepest interest; and they can best appre- 
ciate his merits, who beheld him often sur- 
rounded with difficulties, far more formidable 
than the hostile army arrayed against him, 
surveying both with equal resolution, and 
encountering them with equal success. 

The dearly- won laurels of the Peninsula 
were vivid enough; yet among many who 
fairly earned them, there is found too much 
cause for regret, that it was not their chance 
to share with their veteran commander, and 
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more fortunate comrades, in the brilliant 
achievements of a day, as important in its 
results, as it was terrible in its sanguinary 
struggle— as beneficial to all Europe, as it 
was triumphantly glorious to the hero who 
led, and. to the troops that followed him. 
They feel that this climax of victory, though 
it be marked by far more conspicuous honours 
and distinctive rewards, ought not to be con- 
sidered, as it evidently is by some, as eclips- 
ing the long series of harassing service, of 
arduous campaigns, and hard-fought battles, 
in which so many sacrificed their youth, 
their health, strength, limbs, and even life 
itself. 

Towards the close of the same year, the 
commander in chief of the Portuguese army, 
anxious for the welfare of the body placed 
under ' his care, undertook a voyage to 
Brazil, and succeeded in obtaining the king's 
sanction to a most excellent military code of 
laws, by which, if properly brought into ope- 
ration, an effective army might have been 
established, and upheld on principles alike 
respectable and economical; while that mi- 
• D 
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seiuble pittance, of the inadequacy of which- 
both officers and men justly complained, 
would receive sufficient augmentation to sa- 
tisfy all reasonable necessities. Still it was 
found expedient in these regulations to in- 
troduce some clauses not so conducive to 
the domestic comforts of the military, as to 
their professiimal advantage; for hitherto 
each regiment had been attached to its own 
district, where it had been originally raised, 
iuid from whence it took its name; so that, 
oa the cessation of hostilities, every corps 
found itself agai|i domesticated in the bosom 
of its native home ; a privilege as grateful to 
individual feelings as it was subversive of 
^at promptitude with wMch the soldier ^should 
quit Ids place of temporary repose at the caU 
^ duty. In process of time, the Portuguese 
ipalitaiy would have been rendered totally 
iinfit f(M? actual service, as the endearm^ils 
^ home resumed their powerful influence; 
s^ld tp obviate this, it was arranged that each 
forps should take its appointed turn in cer- 
tain garrisons ; and by the formatirai of 
capips, with ^;her similar expedients, the 
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military habite 6f the soldier woiild h&v6 
been kept in activity, and his chfeiractd? 
sustained. 

True to their mischievous principles^ the 
delegatisd gotemment of Portugal received 
these Regulations with jealousy ; and pro- 
ceeded to defeat their object, not by open 
opposition, but by putting in practice those 
parts of the new system, which, as they en- 
croached du established indulgences, were 
sure to be most Unpopular With the army ; 
while all that could counterbalane^ such pri-> 
tation, by administering, in othet* respects, to 
the soldier's domfort„ was withheld* 'Hiis 
petverise line of conduct did not fail of its 
effect, so far as to harass and distress the 
objects of its cruelty ; but nothing could aS 
yet shake the loyalty of the troops, no^ un- 
dermine their respectful regard towards the 
commander in chief, whose zeal to benefit 
them they could appreciate, amid all the 
vexatious opposition of meu invested with 
civil eontrol. This steadiest spirit was fiobly 
evidenced in l&l*t, Krhen the coftspirftcy t4 
Qomes Freire affoMed a fair CfpptitVitnty 6i 
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judging how far disaffection had spread among 
the military. 

A most erroneous yiew of this conspiracy 
has been taken, and industriously circulated 
by some, whose object is sufficiently evident ; 
it was their policy to represent the intended 
rebellion as nothing more than a revolt 
against the commander in chief, and a pa- 
triotic attempt to render Portugal indepen- 
dent of England. But proofs most indis- 
putable were adduced that the design of 
Gomes Freire terminated in nothing less than 
a total overthrow of the existing government, 
and destruction of all constituted authorities, 
in whose place himself and about twenty 
others were to preside over the kingdom, but 
without any plan or regulation for their future 
guidance, in this most delicate and important 
office. It was a wild, undigested scheme of 
anarchy, fraught with consequences the most 
calamitous to the country, and all connected 
with it; and the odium cast on the com- 
mander in chief, as if he had recommended 
the decisive mode of proceeding adopted by 
the goveminent in dealing forth the due re- 
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ward of discovered treason on its unprincipled 
projectors, was but one among the many ma- 
licious falsehoods, invented to excite the 
indignation of Portugal against her truest 
friend. 

Through his exertions, in all probability, 
Lisbon was rescued from becoming a; scene 
of universal carnage and horror on the night 
of the arrest ; for there was a party in the 
army who looked on Gomes Freire as a man 
qualified to take the lead in great enterprizes; 
and. a spirit of discontent existed among the 
populace of Lisbon, as in other parts of the 
country, excited by the wretched misrule of 
their government, and ready to' break forth 
into open violence on the first fair pretence* 
How then can we refuse the just tribute of 
applause to the commander, by whose prompt 
movements the opportunity was lost to them ? 
Gomes Freire and his fellow conspirators 
were arrested at night, nor was the fact gene- 
rally known until the following day, although 
the troops in the capital remained under arms 
till nearly morning. To forego the execution 
of these desperate rebels would have been to 
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tovite a sanguinaiy struggle; and the fpx^ts 
were too clearly brought home to them for 
any doubt to exist concerning the justice of 
their sentence, except among thos^ who csm 
see nothing in a candid point of view, that 
does not emanate from their own narrow 
party spirit, or te«d to foster it. 

The Portugue^ie army entitled iti^lf on 
this occasion to the lasting gratitude of both 
goyeniment and people: one, insubordinate 
^novement— rone seditious cry-*— on their part, 
had caused a scene in lisbon of whioh all 
Portugal must have suffered the effect^ \ 9^ 
in the tumult they could have gleaned, a 
golden harvest of spoil from th^^ir tyranni<j 
rulers ; who, in return fou this fftrbaaring 
loyalty, continued to hold bac^ ev^iy part 
of the new code, that would ».t on^e Ixave 
supplied their ^^es^ties and giajlig^d Umift 
miKtary prides. It never coidd h»vQ beep 
expected by t^ commander in, chiefs th$tt hm 
vegulatieoi^ should be applied m> unfaii^ly^ 
having so arieaog^ th&s^ as if) check a^d 
eoanlerbalance ej^h other ; bu| if it w^. thQ 
noble axi^il^n of the B^ges^y to pt»Qft tii^m^ 
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selves, and all in authority, on the Bnnoikiit 
of unpopularity, their proceedings were ad- 
mirably calculated to attain that distinction. 

The following example will senre to iUus- 
trate the cruelty of such a partial enforce^ 
ment of the new system. A regiment, sta- 
tioned about eighty miles from Lisbon, was 
ordered to march for the garrison oi that 
capital, in pursuance of the rule which re- 
quired the occasional movement of eacb 
corps; while the augmentation and fegolar 
issue of pay, by whkh alone the offices could 
meet the exigency of such sudden demand for 
unusual expenditure, had not been granted^ 
I had in that regiment a friend, a Portugtfese 
lieut^iant, who gave me this affecting picture 
of his situation at the time. With a wife and 
fbfee children he found himself under ordeti^ 
to m^rch for a station prc^efbial for its ex^ 
peaces, to meet every part of which, both 
time and on the road, he had iKierely his 
pay. This, if faiiiy remitted to him, wwM 
amoimt to eighteen mU rtes a month {^hoxti 
£4. 10s. sterlin^g) and mi^t have sufficed fbr 
bis subsflitaKe ; but betee he recBived H in 
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a state payable in the country, it was so re- 
duced as to be utterly inadequate to answer 
the most urgent wants of his family. 

It must be observed, that previous to the 
regulations above mentioned, clerks at the 
Portuguese treasury, where the army pay was 
issued, openly discounted the ofl&cers' monthly 
receipts, at a moderate charge indeed, but 
one that must be indefinite in its amount, as 
the arrears often accumulated for several 
months ; thus making it the interest of these 
people to retard as long as possible the issues 
of army payment, which was diminished to 
its unfortunate owners in proportion as it 
was delayed. The new regulations contained 
a prohibition against this official usury, under 
the penalty of punishment to those who con- 
tinued it; but this was perverted, like all 
other wholesome enactments, to the greater 
profit of one party, and deeper injury of the 
other. Officers, still unable to obtain their 
long arrears, were compelled to borrow for 
present need at any loss ; and the clerks con- 
tinued privately to discount as before, only 
augmenting the charge in consideration of 
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the hazard they exposed themselves to in thus 
violatmg the law. 

In addition to this grievous loss, my friend, 
in common with others, shared the disadvan* 
tage of having half what he did receive paid 
in government paper, which has no circulation 
m country towns, nor is any where taken in 
payment of less than half a moidore, and on 
which, of fcourse, a very heavy discount was 
laid. Altogether his little allowance was re- 
duced to about two shillings and sixpence a 
day; out of which he must find means to 
dress himself as an ofl&cer, to provide lodg- 
ings for his family, and answer all other 
demands upon his purse. This officer had 
served honorably during the greater part of 
the war; his case was that of hundreds 
equally deserving, and it could not be other- 
wise than that the discontent of the army 
must daily increase with their increasing dif- 
ficulties. 

The wise military foresight that prompted 
this occasional removal from one station to 
another, became an act of oppressive cruelty, 
as it passed .through the hands of the govern- 
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ment ; for while the troc^ Tcmained in their 
own districts, where they were individually 
known, many little comforts and aids were 
supplied by considerate friends; while the 
tradesman probably indulged with a long 
credit such as he could rely upon, from ac- 
quaintance with their family and connexions. 
Remoyed to a strange place, all these soften- 
ing circumstances yanished ; the Soldier bit- 
terly felt the destitution in which he was left 
by those for whom he had fought and suf- 
fered; and the Regency, in thwarting every 
judicious measure of the British o(»nraander^ 
were preparing an engine to recoil with 
double fof ce upon themselves. 

Meanwhile, the people became impatient 
of deceptions that could no longer mislead : 
they had allowed themselves to be flattered 
into a delusive expectation of speedily wel- 
coming their emigrant court, and omee more 
beholding their capital flourish, as the seat 
%>£ legitimate authwity, and the empcoium 
of their commei»;e. But mo sign appeared of 
thdu: king's long-expected return from theRiov 
and their oppressed situation became lakot^ 
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than ev^jr gitUi«g, whm they turned to tiie 
free cQiju^titutioixs acquired by Spain and 
Naples. They were ripe for any change, 
and if the army proclaimed freedom, all Por- 
tugal would joyfully re-echo the cry of revo- 
lution^ 

Aware of this latent spirit, and anxious 
yet to preserve to the house of Braganaa its 
ancient kingdom, the oonmiauder in chief 
resolved on one more effort, and^.in 1820, 
he again sailed for Brazil. There, placing 
before his majesty the true state of his 
European dominions, of which he had doubt-* 
less tieen k^t ignorant by his vicegerents at 
home, this ^ergetic advocate so far roused 
the kmgly and paternal feelings q£ thie 
monarch as to induce him not o^ly to send 
ffiQD^^ but evw a part of his jewels, for the 
payment of those troops whose pati^xt fidelity 
had still held out against the provocations 
that tended to a most perilous result. 

Together with these means of discharging 
their claims, the commander in chief re- 
ceived such powers as would have enabled 
him to form, with that army, a secure bul- 
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wark against any revolutionary attempt : but 
advantage was taken of his absence, and the 
the blow was struck while he^ton the western 
shores of the Atlantic, pleaded for those con- 
cessions that alone might have prevented it, 
if granted more promptly. Nay, so well 
aware of his deserved popularity with the 
troopis, and hi& influence over them, were 
those who had seized the reins of govern- 
ment, that they refused him permission to 
land, lest his loyal exertions might produce 
some re-action favorable to the king. Thus 
did Portugal reject from her shores, the man 
who, for twelve years, had devoted himself 
to her service, and sought her welfare, with 
a zeal, a constancy, and a steadiness of pur- 
pose that not one among the many pretenders 
to patriotic ardour, bom and nurtured on her 
soil, ever exhibited in her cause. 
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1820—1822. 

Griffin of the Revolution of IdOO-^Revolt of the Garrison of 
Oporto^ A Constitutional Government there prodaimed—Joy^ 
fully received by the People ^ImheeUity of the Regency — 
Paralyzing Effects of their Vacillation upon the Spirit of the 
Royal Adherents^ and upon the Loyalty of the Army — 2^ 
Garrison of Lisbon proclaim the Constitution — The Revolution 
completed^ At first hailed with Enthusiasm by the Nation'-^ 
Assembly of the Cortes—Intemperate Language of that Body 
— Gross Impolicy of its Proceedings— Disappointment and 
Disgust thereby excited^In the Nobility^ the Peasantry, the 
Religious Orders, and the Army — Re-action of Public Feeling 
-^ Arrival of the King from Brazil — His insulting Re^ 
ception by the Cortes — Affection of the People for his Person— ' 
Reviving Loyalty of the Army— Character of John VI, — And 
ef the Queen— Her injurious Treatment by the Cortes— Her 
secret Schemes of Vengeance, and Counter^Revolution — 
Fanored by the wretched Errors of the Cortes— Continued 
Oppression and Corruption of Administration under the CoU' 
stitutional Government— General Disaffection to its rule. 

The picture which has been attempted in 
the preceding chapter, will probably have 
sufficed to illustrate the real condition of 
Portugal at the close of the Peninsular war, 
and during the six years that intervened be- 
twe^i that epoch and the revolution of 1820. 
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The extinction of the few native manufacto- 
ries of the kingdom, the total loss of the 
lucrative commerce of Brazil, and the utter 
ruin of agriculture by the ravages of a cruel 
warfare, had all conspired to overwhelm the 
mass of the Portuguese population in distress 
and poverty. The return of a season of tran- 
quillity, which should have healed the wounds 
left by foreign invasion and naiional misfor- 
tunes, hd.d been permitted to exercise no real 
salutary influence. On the contrary, during 
these six years, the continued residence of 
rile court in Brazil, with the exactions of an 
absentiee nobility, the general cormption of 
the institutions of government, and the mis- 
rule of the Regency, had altogether aggra- 
vated instead of assuaging the sufierings of 
the nation. The clergy, and the harpied of 
administration, had alone flourished amidst 
the general calamity : the great body of the 
people, and especially the peasantry, were 
reduced to the lowest stage of ptouty and 
wretchedneid ; and fm army, distinguished 
under its British commanded for discipline 
and loyalty, had been goaded into impatience 
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and discdnt^it. That beneath such a syBtem 
of misrule and misery the whole country 
should have become ripe for any change, will 
excite wonder in no reflecting mind ; and it 
did not require the spirit of prophecy to an* 
ticipate that the first revolutionary movement 
would be eagerly embraced, and successfully 
prosecuted, against the corrupt and imbecile 
government. While the commands in chief 
was thus absent in Brazil, labouring for the 
public welfare of the kingdom, the army, no 
longer protected and maintained in its loyalty 
by his personal influence and vigilance, was 
abandoned to the evil suggestions <if design- 
ing agitators. It then became an easy matter 
for a few individuals successi^lly to raise the 
standard of revolt; and the insignificant 
manner in which the revolution of 1820 was 
efiected, fully manifested the general dis- 
afiection of the nation against its con^ 
iemptible rulers. 

The commencement of the Portuguese le* 
volution of 1820, is> however, worthy of some 
remark, as it exhibits in a curious light the 
genius of patriotism, or, at least, of that con- 
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venient application of the term, by which 
men provide themselves with a cloak to cover 
their most selfish designs, under the imposing 
aspect of devotion to their country. The 
commanding ofl&cer of a regiment in Oporto 
had made raflier too free with the contents of 
the regimental chest entrusted to his care, 
and he knew that a commissioner would soon 
arrive to examine his accounts. This was by 
no means desirable ; and to avert his impend- 
ing disgrace and ruin, he generously made 
common cause with his country, and resolved, 
by one bold revolutionary movement, to re- 
lieve both the national distress and his owii. 
To save himself by delivering Portugal, was 
too noble and comprehensive a scheme to be 
easily relinquished. Communicating, there- 
fore, his intentions to some military men and 
others, who might be influenced by motives 
equally powerful, a conspiracy was quickly 
formed, and its design was as promptly 
executed. On the night of the 23d of August, 
1820, after a secret meeting among them- 
selves, the ofl&cers proceeded to the quarters 
of their respective regiments, and found no 
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difficulty- in prevailing on the troops to raise 
the cry of a constitution; to which, and an 
embryo Cortes, they swore fidelity: an- 
nouncing at day-break to the inhabitants 
of Oporto, by a discharge of artillery, the 
result of their nocturnal legislation. 

The people, conscious that almost any 
change must be for the better, received the 
tidings with perfect cordiality ; and a junta 
was presently nominated, who hoped that 
through themselves, as the executive govern- 
ment, all Portugal would henceforth be con- 
tent to receive laws. Nor did the Regency 
in Lisbon appear inclined to make any very 
serious opposition to this revolutionary work. 
Whether from the dread of receiving personal 
chastisement,: for their long misrule, from 
those whom they could have little hope of 
again reducing to a state of subjection, or 
whether they were willing on any terms to 
get rid of the English commander, whom 
they hated, because they envied and feared 
hun, certain it is that they made no vigorous 
effort on the occasion. Some troops were 
marched^ by the provincial governments, to- 
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wards the scene of action ; but, as might have 
been expected, the greater aumber- joined the 
popular party, formed by their comrades in 
the AOrth, and none evinced a disposition to 
commence hostiliti^. 

Had the Regency been serious in their at- 
tempts to check these operations, they would 
undoubtedly have moved the troops in Estre- 
jnadiira upon- Coimbra, while the symptoms 
of disaffection were confined to the neigh- 
bourhood of Oporto, and by this means a 
formidable barrier would have been opposed 
to.^^the revolution. The Conde of Amarante, 
who, as General Silveira, had distinguished 
.bijaagielf during the wdr at the head of the 
Portuguese* militia, now commanded in the 
iprovince of -Tras^os^montes, and remained 
faithful to the. king: General Victoria also, 
•in tiie province of Beira, manifested un- 
csjiaken loyalty . ISint the Regency neglected 
/to cpme forward with that promptitude which 
.^lone could ensure success at such a crisis; 
and their: hesitation was fatal to the loyal 
prwciplas of the jsoldiery, prepared as they 
werp to act under the command of such men 
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as the generals aboYe named, and to maihtain 
their fidelity, had they seen themselves pro* 
perly supported by the Regency. But upon the 
ind^ant repreij^tations and remonstrances 
of the senior Anglo-Portugu^e officer in Lis- 
bon—an officer >^ho had already highly dis- 
tinguished himself, and whose recent con- 
quests in the East: have added new glory to 
the. British arms — the agents of government 
frankly Mid him*, that, the Regency d^iced to 
avoid the efiusion of native blood, and that, 
fearing; to irritate the. army by .emplojring 
foreigners, against their own countrjrmen, they 
had deteimined ; tp ; remove all. British officers 
from active employibeht, ils far.as diey were 
ablQ ;-^.and;.this resolution. they forthwilli car- 
ried intqeflfect... 

The Regency thus completely paralyzed the 
efforts of about eighty English officei^, who 
were Scattered, throughout the country with 
the. diffei^nt .!parts of the-. ^nny; aiid who 
whould^have exeitted themselves to the utmost 
to arrest JtJ^^.I«r6gress,ofBevok,brf6re it ex- 
tended .t@: those regiments ;which had; taken 
no pfir|: init ^t jtbe.c^ommenceiiiic&t 
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To the good spirit which still, at this time; 
pervaded the troops, I can bear testimony 
from personal observation. My duty led me 
to Santarem, to superintend the passage of 
those regiments across the Tagus, whose 
route, from the province of Alemtejo, lay in 
that direction ; and I had then a fair oppor- 
tunity of estimating the extent of their loyalty 
and subordination. For, having observed 
some appearances of increasing disaffection 
among all the authorities, and great numbers 
of! the inhabitants in Santarem, I met the 
first regiment previous to their crossing the 
river, and took an opportunity of communi- 
cating to their colonel the result of my re- 
marks, with a view to his guarding his men 
from the contamination of seditious princi- 
ples. Acting upon this intelligence, he re- 
solved to address his regiment; and as soon 
as they formed in the upper town, previous to 
dismissing them, he spoke in the presence of 
innumerable spectators : telling them that, as 
they had now entered a different part of the 
country, it was necessary to give the inhabit- 
ants some evidence of their loyal feeling; and 
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that he therefore took the occasion afforded 
him to repeat the declaration which they had 
so often made, of their readiness to lay down 
their lives in the cause of their beloved sove- 
reign, to whose name he was sure they would 
now join their vivas. This was done imme- 
diately, with loud acclamation, by the whole 
corps : evidently to the no small annoyance 
and discomfiture of some hundreds of sus- 
picious characters, who had surrounded the re- 
giment, waiting their opportunity to tempt the 
men into disloyalty, and who now slunk away, 
discouraged by this cordial burst of attach- 
ment to the cause which they longed to sub- 
vert. 

Tliese troops had been ordered to form 
part of an army which appeared destined for 
the covering of Lisbon; but which was di- 
rected to take its station only « about fifty 
miles in advance of the capital : an arrange- 
ment so absurd that it appeared as if intended 
to give time to the revolutionary powers in 
Oporto, to strengthen themselves with all the 
military force in the north, and to march 
at their leisure upon the metropolis. 
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While the zeal of these men cooled in 
inactioiL at their quiet post, and yrbale their 
minds were practised on by the disaffected 
people^ about them, the trobps under the 
Conde of Amarante and General Victoria, 
finding themselves altogether unsupported by 
the government whose part they had esipoused, 
began to^ waver, and by de^ees joined the 
party who .had proclaimied the constitution. 
It was thus evident that the revoltpfs were to 
be opposed with no weapons more formidable 
than the fulminations of a govemiiient which 
had nothing to ui^e in its own favour, and 
which now by its pusillanimity invited re- 
doubled contempt and derision: concediog 
under the impulse of fear what the demands 
of ju^ice could never extdrt from it, , 

My official duty in Santarem being ful- 
filled, I applied for leave to join the army 
then. forming; but in answer received an order 
to ];^>air to Lisbon, and there became ac- 
quainted with the prudent resolve gif the 
Reg^cy against employing the British offi- 
cers in their mock attempt to su|>press ia* 
surrection. Few as these British officers 
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were in number, there can be no doubt x>f 
their anxiety to have supported, with the 
utmost zeal, the cause of the monarch in 
whose service they were then commissioned;' 
and the consciousness of bein^ popular among 
the military would farther havje encouraged' 
themi -But. they were regarded with a very 
different and decidedly hostile feeling, by 
those who aimed at the overthrow of all exist-^ 
ing institutions, and who would have scrupled 
at nothing in order to get .rid of them. Of 
this I had an. opportunity of judging, from an 
attempt Boiade to assassinate me, in Santarem; 
immediately after the troops had passed, and' 
which could not be ascribed to any motive; 
whatever but that of revenge for. l!he active) 
dischai^e of my duty: in that tOB^ and its^ 
environs. For it had been perceived that I. 
had exerted , all. the influeace which I pos- 
sessed among, the native officera in, eom<* 
mand, in. a manner most unfavorable' to the 
perfidious^.designs of the revolutionists.- > '- ^ 
Arraviog at lisbon eairly oh the mem^ak > 
ble 15th of Septembar, it was my fortui^ to> 
witness the events of that day, always cele- 
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brated as an anniversary dear to the Portu-^ 
guese— the, expulsion of the French army 
from their territory. At this time^ however, 
the Regency. were too well acquainted with 
the growing discontent of their troops to ven- 
ture on the accustomed ceremonies of a field- 
day; and the different regiments were com- 
manded to remain quiet in their respective 
quarters ; with the exception of a small party, 
who were to proceed, about four o'clock in 
the afternoon, on . some detachment. The 
gallant subaltern at their head, conceiving 
that he could better distinguish himself by a 
less troublesome march in a different direc- 
tion, repaired to the Rocio Square, and pro- 
claimed the constitution. Here he was pre- 
sently joined by the remainder of his regi- 
ment, with the exception of their commanding 
officer : he was an Englishman, who, having 
recently been removed from another corps, 
where he had been for years idolized by both 
the officers and men under his command, 
could possess little influence among those to 
whom he wsus yet a mere stranger ; and his 
dissent from this revolutionary determination 
failed to prevent the movement. 
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Other regiments quickly received intelli- 
gence of these proceedings; and as the novelty 
of assisting to proclaim the constitution was 
a suificieiit inducement to the thoughtless, so 
others gladly embraced the opportunity of 
effecting any change, well assured that none 
could be for the worse. The whole garrison 
was soon in motion, and the Rocio exhibited 
the very scene which this wise government 
had congratulated itself on preventing-r-a na* 
tional change, effected by the cries of a few 
troops. Nothing can better illustrate the 
helpless character of the Regency than the 
manner in which these tidings were commu- 
nicated to its managing member. This great 
personage resided at Belem, about three miles 
from Lisbon, where a regiment of cavalry was 
likewise quartered. '. Its commandant was a 
nobleman, who happened at the time to be 
paying a visit to the worthy secretary. An 
officer of the corps, being in Lisbon when the 
affair commenced, gallopped off to Belem, to 
bring his own regiment in for a share of these 
bloodless laurels. Ascertaining that his com- 
manding officer was with the minister, he 
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repaired to the house, and on being ushered 
in, told him that all the troops were assem- 
bling in the Rocio, and that he must imme- 
diately lead his regiment thither also. " What 
can this be ?" said the colonel, tuming with 
a look of enquiry to his host, who despair- 
ingly shrugged his shoulders, " His excel- 
lency, the governor of the kingdom, has given 
no such order." ** Neither can he issue any 
orders," rejoined the bold dragoon, " for his 
excellency is no longer a governor in this 
kingdom." 

Thus unresistingly fell the power of a 
man who had aspired to, and attained, the 
chief place in a nation's councils, and wha 
endured to see that authority wrested from 
his grasp, rather than fail to satiate his jea- 
lous hatred of the British commander in 
chief, whose talents had overawed him,* whose 
real services had shamed him, and whose 
well-earned popularity had envenomed' his 
«nvy. Had the kingdom been liis own, such 
conduct could only excite contempt ; but we 
must recollect that his authority was held in 
trust for an absent sovereign, who had con- 
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fided to his care the whole extent of his 
European dominions ; from which his royal 
person and family had been exiled by thJe 
violence of foreign aggression. The king of 
Portugal was defrauded of his sovereignty, 
that the leader who had created her army 
might partake in the exile of her monarch. 

One native general was found faithful to 
his trust, even at the imminent peril of his 
life. He had for many years acted as adju- 
tant-general to the army, aiid on this occasion 
made a bold effort to reclaim the troops. Re- 
pairing to the Rocio, where they were col- 
lected, busied in displaying among the people 
their newly-awakened enthusiasm, this officer 
harangued and remonstrated with them, but 
in so doing only produced such exasperation 
as rendered his personal escape extremely 
difficult. The time for stemming this popular 
torrent had passed away, and every barrier 
was levelled before the burst of national feel- 
ing. , Gratified by perceiving how high they 
stood in the estimation of the mob, and con- 
trasting it with the ungrateful return made 
for their services on the part of the late 
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government, the soldiery, to a man, now ap- 
peared confirmed in the choice so precipi- 
tately adopted. While feasting, bull-fights, 
and illimiinations manifested, for several suc- 
cessive days and nights, the popular joy, a 
perfect unanimity prevailed, and Portugal 
was thoroughly revolutionized. 

The government of Oporto considered 
themselves entitled to a priority of rank, 
having been the first in actual revolt, and in 
their own estimation perfectly qualified to 
lead the national councils. But Lisbon still 
asserted her superior claim, and only con- 
ceding to the others the privilege of incorpo- 
rating a portion of their own junta with that 
formed in the capital, extinguished the tem- 
porary blaze of these northern illimiihati. 

From the slight sketch already given, of 
the state in which these events found the na- 
tion in general, it cannot be doubted that Por- 
tugal hailed as a deliverance this complete 
change in her government. Misery, in every 
form, had been for some time the lot of her 
inhabitants; the few who prospered did so 
at the expence of the many who were nearly 
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perishing ; and matters were m too desperate 
a state to receive amelioration from any thing 
short of a total revolution. Of a constitu- 
tional charter, few had any defined idea ; but 
they were assured that it would lead to na- 
tional prosperity, and that England gloried 
in tracing to hers all that greatness which 
rendered her pre-eminent among kingdoms; 
and which had enabled her, within their 
memory, not only to sustain unmoved the 
menaces, and to dare unshrinkingly the as- 
sault, of a hostile world combined, but even 
at the very period of her own greatest diffi- 
culties to stretch forth a protecting arm, and 
deliver other nations from aggression. Ex- 
tolling thus the charter of England, the new 
legislators assured their admiring hearers 
that the constitution which wais about to be 
conferred on them, would far exceed in the 
excellency of its privileges this distinguished 
prototype ; and consequently would exalt 
Portugal considerably above, the degree of 
dignity to wluch England had attained. 

In Portugal, as in other countries, a nu- 
merous class of men may be met with, whose 
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mode of elevating themselves is by dragging 
down to their^ own level their superiors in 
wisdom, wort^, bjx^ station. This descrip- 
tion of patriots had now much, on their hands, 
and they diligently improved the opportunity. 
They excited a blind enthusiasm throughout 
the coimtry in favour of the beati i&a/,, which 
they prevailed on the poor people tq believe 
would be invested with a tangible shape for 
their benefit; and they encouraged the match* 
less ingratitude that now began openly to shew 
itself towards every thii^g English* Tt was 
rightly calculated that our government would 
not afford their sanctioix jtQ these disorderly 
and rebellious proceedings ; and, greatly over- 
rating their own rei^urces, the people were 
led to imagine ^ t^at they should np longer 
lieed the support pf a foreign ally. E^cpect- 
ing that the treaty of 181Q, whicji v^ gene- 
rally unpopular with thege misjudging people, 
would now be rei^inded,.they were ti^ught to 
believe that,, by prohibitiug the importation 
of British goods, they shoi(ld ensure the 
revival of their a]iim.m^ufaetprie9,'jU)d re- 
store to Portugal as highv.a. share of prospe- 
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rity as she coald ever boftst, when m die un- 
disturbed possf^sioii of her most valuable 
colonies. 

The speculators who originated or en- 
couraged this delusion, quite overlooked, in 
th^ir sagacity, the extensive marked for their 
produce which England afforded by her lai^e 
annual importations of fruit and wine; nor 
did they seem to take i into their accojont the 
distress that must inevitably ensue when these 
things were left upnoA their hands^ « and the 
chief jnicties of :theiirspil abandoned to moulder 
where they grew- Englishmen were wantonly 
insulted by persons who ^ could not assign a 
reason for their disgraoefiil conduct ; and the 
^irit evinced .was rather that. of a peevisk 
and envious. child^ than of a nation shaking 
from its limbs the shackles of wJvch it had 
long complained. . 

The ^assembling of the Ck)rtes was an 
event to whic^ every one now looki^4 with 
the niost intense and impatient anxiety* 
Much time:^ was lost, . aad very disgraceful 
scenes, took place in the discussion of ^trivial 
questions, referring to the.forms by which the 
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deputies should be elected ; and other matters 
equally unimportant in comparison with the 
weighty affairs that called for immediate dis- 
cussion. These frivolous disputes sufficiently 
indicated the extent to which a factious 
spirit was carried, even at the outset : but at 
length the Cortes met. Some men of talent 
had been chosen among them ; and from this 
hopes were entertained that measures would 
forthwith be adopted to improve the internal 
condition of the country, by checking abuses, 
introducing wholesome laws, and enforcing 
neglected regulations. But these hopes were 
soon wearied out, and every thinking mind 
disgusted by the idle delays, forms, procla- 
mations, and ridiculous acts of a body, 
which appeared under the guidance of a few 
madmen, more fit to inhabit the cells of a 
lunatic asylmn, than to occupy such a respon- 
sible place, and to frame laws for the govern- 
ment of a nation. ' After sitting four hours to 
encourage each other in the most virulent, 
indiscriminate abuse and invective against all 
established institutions, whether political or 
religious, these demagogues arose, well satis- 
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lied 'that, they had performed 'the diities of a 
deliberative assembly, and fairly earned their 
daily mo]4ore. They seemed to seek only 
the applause of admiring galleries, who mea- 
sured their approving vociferations by the 
quantum of senseless violence contained in 
these oracular harangues, and never failed 
to mark with their, weighty displeasure any 
tendency to -reason or moderation betrayed 
by the people's leaders. 

Some members there were, who could not 
speak without exhibiting the good sense and 
talent which they really possessed ; but these 
were few, and soon overwhelmed by the cla- 
mour of the majority; Though both qualified 
and inclined to benefit their suffering country, 
this -better portion , of the Cortes was thus 
rendered pefectly powerless ; and every hope 
of lasting advantage from the recent changes 
became rapidly extinct, as these scenes un- 
derwent their unvarying repietition. Many 
had aeqtiiesced in the revolution solely, from 
a ccmipaasionate desire to try every mode for 
the amelioration of the distresses under which 
Portugal groaned; and these men now dis- 
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covered that the cQDi|»»>nuse of iiteir loyalty 
had left them nothing: but veg^ if^r haviiig 
sancticHied such proceedmgs. For» as they 
expressed themseiy^, "the. gasie was the 
some though the partners were changed." 
Hiis host, of complainaaits was daily aug- 
menting, and shortly became a>nsiderable 
throughout the. country ; and it may be well 
h»e to take a slM»t review of the <dasse$ 
which chiefly composed it, and ^odong 
whom.discoi^tenjt was most evid€9Eit» 

Loyalty to their. kings ha& long been the 
marked. chaFacteristic of the Bdrtuguesi^ na^ 
tion ; and ialthough John YI. was not lining 
among his ^people^ yet a large. share, of the 
populatkn^, particularly in Ihe . pravinees^ 
venerated their:«overeign^'s name, and detested 
a system whose principle it was to hold up 
that name to scom, and to cover it with op- 
probrium. These were loyalists in their 
hearts, at all times, whom it was difficult to 
reccmcile to any other form of government 
than an absofaite monarchy; and their re- 
pugnance to the new order of things was in* 
creased when th^ saw their present rulers 
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actaated by one onyarying i^rit of ho^tfHtf 
againat all that they relreired, and out^dng 
the late Regency in their reckless sacrifice 
of national jMxx^rity to their own selfish 
purposes. 

There were also a less numerous^ bttt more« 
interested class <^ persons, who longed to Bet' 
the popular government overthrown^ These 
were in possessimi of small pensions, gmnted- 
by the king; and necessarily hostile to inno- 
Talons by which' ^ir little aUowancesmight 
be hazarded^ but could ne^r receive an in? 
crease. Next came the territorial magis^ 
trates, who of their small stipaidsand trieur 
nial appointments, made the greatest profit 
that they could accumulate, by oppressing 
those within their jurisdiction. The people 
were loud in complaining of their judges* 
who now saw but little probability of being 
again employed as before. Not that the 
government was active in redressing griev* 
ances» but because it foolishly menaced all 
who had held situations under the old regime. 
The re^stablishment of the ancient despotii^a^ 
therefore, of course was secretly and earnestly 

f2 
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desired by . these petty tyrants, who would 
have rejoiced in the overthrow of any system 
which did not promote their private interests. 
None, however, were so decidedly opposed 
to the Cortes as those of the nobles who had 
remained in Portugal, and were subjected to 
the most disdainful treatment from men in 
power; while, in a manner equally illiberal 
and impolitic, they were deprived of certain 
privileges, enjoyed for years, and prized as 
the inseparable accompaniments of their su- 
perior rank. They felt themselves wronged 
and insulted ; and in their natural resentment 
were joined by those nmnerous dependents 
who always cluster around the Portuguese 
nobility : forming altogether a body prepared 
to throw a very considerable weight into the 
scale of loyalty, should the slightest appear- 
ance of re-action afford them opportunity. 
Even thie field-labourer had powerful reasons 
for wishing to see such re-action ; his daily 
wages had received no accession, while [the 
bread that he was obliged to purchase for his 
family was increased in price to the amount 
of 60 per cent, by the operation of com laws, 
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enacted by the Cortes with their usual de- 
fiance of all rational calculation, to the deep 
injury of the very persons, the farmers, whose 
advantage they were ostensibly intended to 
promote. 

In forming these laws, the Cortes availed 
themselves of the model held out by ours, 
without considering the very dissimilar cha- 
racter of the two countries, with regard to 
that branch of agriculture. No foreign com 
was allowed to be warehoused until that of 
the country had reached a certain price ; this 
maximum was fixed too high, and conse- 
quently afforded the monopolists, among 
whom w6re some members of the Cortes, an 
opportunity of making nearly a hundred pei* 
cent, on their speculations. The average pro- 
duce of the land was equal only to about 
eight months consumption in the year, the 
price of bread continued to rise, and thus the 
nation derived no real benefit whatever from 
these arrangements. 

The greater part of the land in Portugal 
is held by small farmers, whose poverty 
obliges them to sell a considerable portion of 
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their com at the commencement of hanrest^ 
in oxdet, to enable them to get in the rest of 
their produce. This was generally bought 
up at yery low prices, not exceeding half the 
maximum that must be reached before foreign 
com could be admitted ; and the purchasers 
were agents of monopolists, who favoured 
«aeh other's interests, and combined to keep 
down the ralue by avoiding c^Qip^tition. This 
com was then lodged in stores imtil the price 
had neaiiy reached its maximum, and it not 
unfreq^ently ha{^)^ied that the poor fanner 
went to buy his oym com again at n^rly 
douUe the amount for which he sold it. His 
^9t;4oor servants,, with the exception of field- 
labourers, are generally paid in kipd; and 
for this purpose^ as well as for f^ily ci^i- 
Bumption and seed, he must supply himself 
^with grain at aay cost. Wh^n I mentiou 
that the fapner sells the first-fmits of his 
com-fields for means to gatlier in t^e rest of 
his harvest, I include undj^r Uiat, term Ids 
vintage also ; apd to this must be added the 
exj^nce aittendant on the n^essary latiour of 
^?S8?^S. the vippyard .and pruning the vines. 
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The stock reserved by the fanner bemg ex- 
hausted by the time he requires seed :for 
spring com, the sale of his wine enables him 
to buy M^iat he needs for this purpose, and hk 
support during the year. But at how great 
and unjust a loss his purchases had now to 
be made has been beliiKre stated; for at this 
period the granaries of mobopoUsts were re* 
sorted to, and they of course refold to sell 
at a rate much below the restricted price. So 
cruelly were all farmers &ot posi^sed of 
capital aggrieved by the laws enacted and 
maintained under the plea of protecting thCTs, 
that they were naturally inpatient to shake 
off a yoke which pressed so heavily upon 
them, and they could not bu:tt ch(^rish feelitigs 
decidedly unfriendly to the government- which 
involved them in continual distresses^ 

Another fennidable band of opjpositionists 
stood arrayed against the new system^ ^Kiese 
were the parochial clergy, and different reli^ 
gkms ofdem with which Portugal ab^inds. 
The vast nuimb^/ of the latter, the unlimited 
ittfln^oe whifih ^asy possess, over the minds 
df 4bB ipdople, aad Iteif consumniate skill in 
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directing such influence so* as best to promote 
their own private interests, should have in- 
duced the CJortes to make any possible sacri- 
fice to attach these powerful allies to the 
constitutional party, as knowing that their 
enmity. was. not to be despised. But, on the 
contrary, every provocation; ai:id indignity was 
levelled at them ; and they.were impoverished 
and scattered about the country : as if to give 
force, to their assertions, in proclaiming to 
their bigotted disciples, that their faith was 
insulted, the property of God wrested from 
his delega:tes, and the religion on which they 
all relied for the salvation of their souls 
assailed and overthrown. So sedulously did 
the infatuated ? government of Portugal la- 
bour to arm against itself the most power- 
ful bodies in the kingdom. 

Nothing can be , more evident than the 
necessity of diminishing , the overbearing 
authority , of , the church in that country; 
but the utmost care and. circumspection are 
requisite in pursuing this difficulty work. It 
must be one -only of time, and gradual opera- 
tion. The Cortes began by .abusing t every 
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religious institution in a more vehement 
manner than the greatest latitudinarian would 
sanction ; and after this specimen of their 
good-will, they proceeded to legislate for the 
ecclesiastical body. Finding that the esta- 
blishments of difierent orders were not com- 
plete, they submitted to the monks an alter- 
native, fraught with objections and incon- 
veniences on both sides. It was made 
optional with them, either to proceed to other 
prescribed convents of the same order, in 
which the vacancies, occasioned by death and 
other casualties, had not been filled up, or, 
on a daily pittance, to forsake the monastic 
life altogether, and return to their homes. 
The latter was generally preferred, rather 
than a tedious journey to incorporate them- 
selves with strangers, who would naturally 
regard them as intruders on their convents ; 
and by this means, a great number of exiled 
monks were thrown among their friends in 
idleness, to inflame the minds of others 
with their own resentful feeling of decided 
opposition against the Cortes. The perse- 
cution which they were suffering, they abtm- 
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dantly repaid by excitiag a sentipient of 
hatred, peculiarly bitter, as it was grounded 
on what they caaceived to be a zeal for the 
honour of religion. And they not unnaturally 
felt their professions and themselyes outraged 
by men who began with an open avowal of 
the scorn in which they held the institutions 
of the national church. 

If by these measures the Cortes expected 

to decrease the local authority of the monks, 

they betrayed an extraordinary ignorpince of 

both ohurchm^ and laity; for nothing could 

more directly tend 4^ increase aad spread 

the very influence which was dT^aded, as the 

event clearly shewed. Popular sympathy 

was awakened in favour of the dispossesaedi 

communities of monks ; and the <3hara^t^ of 

a sneering priesthood, of which they faUed 

not to make the ii^ost^ was ^nvel<^»ed in twQ- 

fold sanctity among these zealous de^oteos of 

the Romish faith. If the f^xiety ^f the 

Cortes to sei;^ on the estates of the churpl) 

be alleged as a strong motive for th^siB ^bi- 

trary proceedings, it i»ust be obs^T<Qd jthat 

title prdf^rs thus assailed w^^ by siQ BMjM^e 
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the richest; and that the spoil was far too 
scanty to be worth the perilous venture. The 
cruelty practised towards the patriarch of 
Lisbon^ on his refusal to take the oath to the 
constitution, is well known. It aroused 
against the Cortes all the female population, 
who so effectually exercised their influence 
over the other sex, that I have seen 
many ard^it liberals transformed into the 
most, decided anti-coo^titutionali^ts, solely at 
the instigation of their wives. No act of the 
regency had ever armed against them this 
formidable host of ladies; who now proved 
themselves equally willing and able to per- 
form an important, though not a conspicuous 
part, in directing the national feeling. 

Another unwarrantable proceeding, by 
which the Cortes emted.a powerful sensation 
throughout the country, was, the seizure of 
maiiy most valuable brood mvire» and cows, 
with hordes and bullocks of ike finest breeds 
all «f . them the private property of the kiog ; 
which, with an utter defiance of deqent 
respect, they had the temerity to j^lU without 
even MkiAg. his ma|e8^!s c^mmty fmd a^ 
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propriated the purchase money as they 
thought proper. These, and similar outrages 
on propriety, gradually turned the mass of 
the people against them ; while the little 
good which they had eflfected, for it must be 
allowed they did some, was too unimportant 
to counterbalance such a tissue of folly and 
injustice ; so that, had the king acted with 
spirit and firmness, on his arrival in July 
1821, and, instead of recognizing the existing 
government, asserted his legitimate and un- 
controlled authority over Portugal, there can 
be little doubt but he would have established 
it again without bloodshed or difficulty. Of 
this the Cortes were well aware; and they 
accordingly adopted a line- of conduct, that, 
through the timid acquiescence of the' king, 
succeeded in confirming their tottering power 
under royal sanction. 

The situation of the monarch was most 
pitiable; compelled to take shelter in a dis- 
tant colony from invading enemies at home, 
he was now again driven back to his Euro- 
pean dominions by the widely spreading 
spirit of independence; which, however 
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laudable in its nature and object, was fre- 
quently most, tyrannical in its operations, and 
injurious in its effects. Tbe Brazilian revo- 
lutionists had promptly followed the example 
of their mother country ; and, early in the 
year 1821, they had extorted from the king, 
then resident among them, his consent to a 
constitution on the model of that adopted in 
Portugal. Many disorderly proceedings, and 
some bloodshed, took place, before the king 
finally decided on leaving America ; where, 
however, he still enjoyed a far greater share 
of decent respect than, awaited him on his 
arrival in the Tagus, after an absence of 
fourteen years. 

Calculating, no doubt, upon the known 
want of energy which characterized their 
sovereign, and upon the absence of his more 
enterprizing son, Don Pedro, who remained 
at the Rio, the Cortes sent to his majesty a 
deputation, who, to the formality, of a wel- 
come, added the insolent declaration that he 
would not be permitted to land in his own 
kingdom, until he had sworn to the constitu- 
tion ; and this, oath he must «gain repeat in 
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the presence of the Cortes, to whose as- 
sembly he would be required to repair, imske-- 
diately <m his disembarkation. 

For tibree days was the monaa^h pre- 
vwited from landing after his long voyage, 
harassed by the messages and dictations of 
these loyal and loving subjects ; and when at 
length the poor king proceeded to ^sairikmrkj 
the greater part of "his suite were infimned 
that the Cortes had issued no permission f6r 
their accompanying him. They were im- 
mediately banished to the interior of the 
country, without even the imputation of any 
other crime than that of personal fidelity to 
their royal and unfortunate master. Thus 
did the followers of the king first experifence 
a taste of those blessings of freedom in 
which their happy country so loudly exulted ; 
and thus were more and mightier enemies 
continually enrolled against that system, in 
support of which the Cortes should, in com- 
mon policy, have sacrificed all private and 
party feelings. To all these insults the king 
submitted with the patience of a mem who 
consideis his <mse irremediable : he swore to 
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the cotxstitation on board ship, repeated the 
oath in presence of the Cortes, and went in 
procession to sing Te Deiim, for events that 
must haye pierced his heart with anguish. 

The enthusiastic reception given to him 
on his landing, shewed that he was still dear 
even to the seditious population of Lisbon; 
and a man with greater determination of 
mind, mighty in his situation, by one bold 
eflbrt^ have rallied around him the whole 
body of the ipilitaiy. For the army were 
stiU exceedingly discontented at finding their 
bug ameaar& of pay witfafadd; and would at 
th»t time gladly, at the easy price of ov^^ 
turning the constitution, have purchased the 
i^ard of their sovereign. 

In the name of that sovereign^ and for his 
throne, they had long fought and conquered. 
Hieir native loyalty, though smothered for 
a while, was never extinguished; and now, 
lor the first time, beholding him, a meek old 
man^ curtailed of his royal privileges, de- 
prived of his most attached followers, and 
mocked with a show of deference from those 
who professed to* honour him, while their 
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every act was an insult; the most careless 
heart became , interested, the most obdurate 
affected, among the troops that witnessed his 
indignities and wrongs. 

Nothing could have been further removed 
from the king's intention than this return to 
Europe, if affairs had not assumed such an 
aspect in the Brazils as wrought upon his. 
fears, beyond ,the endurance of a mind so 
constituted. On the very day ^before he 
actually embarked at the Rio, forty citizens, 
had been slain by the bullets of his troops, 
who were commanded to fire on the building 
where these people had contumaciously en- 
closed themselves. Much exasperation was 
naturally to be expeced after so severe an 
act; and even Don Pedro, with all the ad- 
vantages of youth, enterprize, intrepidity, 
and decided popularity in his favour, found 
it a most trying situation, when left to en- 
counter the difficulties that chased his father 
from the scene, and obliged him to seek a re- 
fuge in his native kingdom. That the latter 
never meditated a second voyage across the 
Atlantic appears evident, when we recollect 
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that all the influence of our goyemment had 
been insufficient to induce his return in 1815, 
when England sent an ambassador to Lisbon 
to receive him, and dispatched a British 
admiral, with his squadron, to escort him 
home. He was at no loss for various, and 
what he considered very sufficient reasons, 
to explain his present line of policy as the 
result of mature deliberation ; but I believe 
all might be traced to that excessive timidity 
and constitutional indolence, for which he 
was remarkable. 

Few characters, moving in so exalted a 
rank, have been so imperfectly, understood, 
or so erroneously represented, as John VI» 
Himself an upright and simple-hearted man, 
he was slow in suspecting others of the craft 
by which they deceived him, and veiry defi- 
cient in that penetration which unmasks a 
knave. He confided in designing persons, 
and wsts their dupe, although really possess- 
ing a quick comprehension, and capable of 
very diseriniinating judgment on ordinary 
occasions. Had his lot been cast in a more 
humble station, he would doubtless have at- 
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turned a reputation above mediocrity among 
his own countrymen, and shone in. the various 
oharactefs of social life. Kind arid benevo- 
lent to a great d^ree, he would have been 
found a valuable member of society ; and in 
parental affection he could not •easily be sur- 
passed. His religicm, too^ was sincere; for, 
although attached to the pageantry^ and exr 
temal forms of the Roman Catholic, church, 
he did not rest diere, but strove, by a practi- 
cal application ' of the precepts of Chris- 
tianity to his own conduct, to recommend the 
same course to^bthers. ^ His vixtu^, generally, 
were indeed of a passive kind;. .and they 
were called inta constant exercise by the 
many trying scenes which it was his lot to 
encounter : for* few haVe been more deeply 
taught in the school of misfortune than this 
mild prince. Viewing, him as a sovereign, 
we find his reign marked by one continued 
series of disasters, almost from the day of his 
assuming the regency to the hour ^f his 
death : as a man, we behold him a prey to 
the most tormenting bodily infirmities, and 
his mind borne down by such harassing dread 
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of personal danger, as rendered his life bur^ 
densome to him. Looking into his private 
hmily, we there perceive the commencement 
of those conspiracies that subsequently ren^ 
dered his closing days truly miserable. A 
want of cordiality had long subsisted be- 
tween the royal pair, which the political state 
of Portugal assisted to widen into an irre- 
parable breach. 

The queen was, in many respects, the re- 
verse of her consort; possessing, in a high 
degree, thkt energy of character in which he 
was so lamentably deficient. His conciliating 
line of conduct she viewed with a jealous eye, 
rightly judging that it. would ultimately lead 
to heavier calamities, and endanger his title 
to that throne which she naturally desired to 
see in the undisputed possession of her son. 
"Oh that Pedro were but here!" she was 
heard to exclaim, on witnessing the dis- 
respectfiil, overbearing manner of the depu- 
ties "he would soon teach these rascals 
their duty, and bring the nation back to its 
allegiance." 

The Cortes passed a law, imposing on 
G 2 
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each member of the royal family an oath to 
support the constitution : with this injunction 
the queen positively refused to comply. She 
was told, that, unless she forthwith gave 
the required pledge, the penalty of expatria- 
tion would be put in force against her 
majesty; to which she undauntedly replied, 
that such a proceeding was what she most 
anxiously desired ; as it would enable her to 
rouse the spirit of every European court 
against the despotic acts of the usurpers. 
Startled by a declaration so open, backed as 
it was by a line of conduct equally decided, 
the CJortes felt themselves greatly em- 
barrassed; nor could they devise any other 
mode erf preserving their dignity, and recon- 
ciling with it the interests of their cause, 
than the ungenerous expedient of passing a 
vote on the state of her majesty's health, the 
true purport of which was to establish the 
assumed fact of her insanity; and on this 
plea they confined her to a solitary country 
palace, near Cintra. 

Such a proceeding would appear at least 
to djemand peculiar delicacy in those who 
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conducted the ^iquiry and led the debate. 
But so far from this being discernible, the 
Cortes set all temper and decency at defi- 
ance, and stamped themselves with disgrace. 
Declamations were heard, on all sides, as dis- 
gustingly indelicate in their nature, as they 
were cruel to the unoffending king. Every 
opprobrious epithet was applied to his con- 
sort; while the impossibility of his being 
the father of some of her children was pub: 
licly descanted on, and proclaimed to the 
nation. And, to reach the climax of scur- 
rilous slander, it was openly asserted that a 
servant of the palace stood in that relation- 
ship to the prince, who, from the state of 
Brazil, then appeared most likely to take 
possession of the Portuguese throne. 

Even supposing that any foundation had 
existed for such gross assertions, can it be 
wondered at that a woman, and a queen, 
should find her heart bum with indignation, 
and eagerly seek opportunity for vengeance 
against the persecutors, who assailed at once 
her person and her fame ? She opened a com- 
munication with her brother, Ferdinand of 
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Spain, indulging a hope, that as the French 
nation had afforded him effectual aid against 
his revolutionizing subjects, the same inter- 
ference might, through his influence, be 
extended to Portugal. To achieve this ob- 
ject openly she found impossible ; but it was 
soon understood that friends would not be few 
or lukewarm, in aid of any coimter-revolu- 
tionary movement ; foi:^ by this time, a 
general disgust against their rulers had 
taken possessic«i of the public mind, Seni- 
Bible and considerate m^i, who' had watched 
for some indication, on the part of the gdverii- 
ment,' of conduct fitted to guarantee the 
future welfare of the kingdom, now, wearied 
out with fruitless expectation, confessed how 
few and inadequate were the steps that had 
been taken towards isiuch desirable ^ndis ; and 
they admitted that, miserable as had befen the 
state of the people under -the lale regency, 
the popular change had wrought no advan- 
tage for them; and that, on the conlrafy, 
their condition was far worse than formerly. 

The wretched policy of the Ortes in de- 
spatching e^ftpeditionB against* the Brazilians, 
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instead of quietly acquiescing in events which 
th^y had not the means to prevent^ had pro* 
duced the natural effect of provoking that 
people to separate themselves altogether from 
the mother country, and to close their ports 
against her vessels ; leaving no market for 
the inferior wines of Portugal, which, remain- 
ing in the hands of the farmer, proved his 
utter ruin. Labourers, who in the winter of 
1822 could not gaiji, by their utmost exertion, 
sufficient bread to support their families three 
days out of the seven, cursed the policy that mf 
volved them in wretchedness so deep. . It was 
apparent, too, that the injustice and partialis 
which, previous to the revolution, disgraced 
every branch of th^ executive government, 
continued unabated under the new system ^ 
and the situations in which the creatures of 
the Cortes had est&bUshed thanselves, preT 
sented as foul a scene of petty oppression 
and practised roguery » as had ever been dis- 
played in former times* 

To give one instance, I will mention that 
branch of public service eonnected with the 
conscription fer the army. This had formerly 
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been effected by the division of the country 
into regular recruiting districts, each of which 
was under the superintendence of a ciyilian, 
with the rank of lieutenant colonel in the 
army, who kept a list-book of those indivi- 
duals liable to serve, and of those pleading 
iexemption from the call. This person bore 
the title of Capita6-M6r, and was usually a 
man of property in the district : he received 
no pay, but the office was considered honour- 
able, and as such appeared in great request. 
But the motives that induced most to aspire 
to it, were far from laudable, or even honest ; 
and it became as cruel a speculation of gain 
as any other existing. 

Men who, from the circumstances of their 
families, ought in justice, if not by law, to 
have enjoyed an exemption from service, 
were thrown into prison, because the poverty 
of their relations incapacitated them from 
meeting the heavy demand of bribes for 
delay, and were forwarded, without indul- 
gence, to the recruiting dep6ts. But others, 
whose friends possessed both means and in- 
clination to satisfy the griping avaricetxf the 
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manager, on well understood terms, were 
excused from serving: although from their 
station in life, and by every principle of law 
and equity, they ought to have been among 
the first enrolled. These men were exempted, 
too, on pretences as difficult to detect at a 
distance, as they were notoriously evident to 
all who had closer opportunities of observing 
the parties, and ascertaining their respective 
circumstances. Concealment, indeed, was 
hardly attempted on the spot by these corrupt 
functionaries, who enriched themselves from 
the spoliation of their neighbours ; as may 
be inferred from the laconic and expressive 
terms in which a person just appointed to the 
situation announced the tidings to his wife. 
" Madam," said the new made Capita6-M6r, 
"I congratulate you upon the increase to 
your income of three thousand cruzades a 
year." Considering that no government pay 
was attached to the office, this will give a 
tolerable idea of the extent of the practices 
by which it was rendered a place of emolu- 
ment. 

Under colour of putting an end to these 
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oppressive exactions, the Cortes susjiended 
the Capitad-M6r, and caused the recruiting 
conscription to be carried on under the super- 
intendence of the militia colonel, and consti- 
tutional municipality of the place. How far 
the grievance was abated, and the system of 
bribery checked, by this reform, I had an op- 
portunity of judging from personal experience. 
One of my shepherds being measured by the 
new authorities, and found of a sufficient 
height, was ordered to return on the following 
morning, and remain in attendance; as, in 
all probability, he would be enlisted. On 
hearing this, I lost no time in dispatchmg a 
pair of turkies to one of these patriotic mem- 
bers of the constitutional municipality, re- 
questing his acceptance of them, and re- 
marking, that the lad was too sickly to make 
an effective soldier, although very well equal 
to his present employment in keeping part of 
my flpcks; on which account, I added, his 
loss wojild seriously inconvenience me. To 
this I received a very civil reply, in which my 
friend informed me that he was prohibited 
from accepting presents on any occasion ; 
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but that as I, being a foreigner, could not be 
expected to understand perfectly all their 
laws and customs, he could not think of 
ojSending me by returning my gift, the 
beauty of which he greatly extolled. How- 
ever, as my shepherd was already noted 
down on the list, it was necessary that he 
should attend in the morning, as directed. 
The poor fellow .went, with a heavy heart, 
and was immediately called out, to be again 
brought to the standard ; when-— wonderful to 
relate — either his sorrows or my turkies had 
produced such an effect on his stature, as to 
decrease it by nearly two inches in the 
space of twenty-four hours, that diminution 
bein^ found needftil to reduce him below 
the regular standard which it was now 
happily discovered that he did not reach. 
The finesse of the proceeding certainly in- 
dicated some delicacy, or at least caution, 
on the part of these neV authbrities, com- 
pared with the unmasked knavery of their 
predecessors: how far it argued a change of 
principle, the reader must judge. 
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1823—1824. 

The CouKt of Afnarante raises the Standard of Counier^Revolu-^ 
tion — Abortive Issue of his Enterprize — He retires into 
Spain^ Alarm of the Cortes— Intrigues of the Queen — Humi- 
liatintjf Dissimulation practised hy the King— The Cortes re- 
move a suspected Regiment from Lisbon — 7*he Infante, Don 
Miguel, secretly quits Lisbon and puts himself at the Head of 
these Troops— The Garrison of Lisbon march off to join him 
— Consternation of the Cortes — The King escapes from their 
Hands— Easy Suppression of the Constitution of 1820 — Re- 
establishment of the absolute Government — Rise of the no- 
torious Pamplona, created Count Subserra — His successful 
Intrigues— He acquires a despotic Influence over the King^e 
Mind^- Severities exercised against the Queen — Indignation 
of Don Miguel and his AdherentS'^Mal- Administration of 
Subserra — Don Miguel excites the Army to revolt — Estimate 
of his Conduct— Doumfal and Flight of Subserra— The King 
enthralled by his Son, and the absolute Party — Their re- 
vengeful Violence and Tyranny -^The King, in concert with 
the Foreign Ambassadors, escapes on board a British Man of 
War — Don Miguel enticed on board, arrested, and banished 
— Restoration of the King's Authority— Influence enjoyed by 
the British Ambassador— Injudiciously withheld— He suffers 
the Restoration to Power of Subserra —Renewed Misconduct 
of that Minister— Recal of Sir E. Thornton— Sir W.A'Court 
succeeds him as British Ambassador at Lisbon, 

As nothing but the voice of the army had 
been required to effect the establishment of 
the popular constitution, so, at this period. 
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nothing farther was necessary to its over- 
throw ; nor did the concurrence of the troops 
appear unlikely, for discontent was now on 
the increase among them also. Their pay 
was as much in arrear as ever, and the ma- 
jority of deserving officers were indignant at 
seeing a few who had been most active in 
accomplishing the revolution, promoted over 
their heads. The soldiers dreaded being sent 
off in greater numbers to Brazil, where they 
could reap only the mortification of an easy 
repulse ; and they were far more inclined to 
renew, by. counjter-revolutionary exploits, the 
fading verdure of the laurels which they had 
gained in the recent easy triumph over an 
imbecile Regency, 

The flame was at length kindled by the 
Count of Amarante, son of the loyal noble- 
man already mentioned, who, on the 21st of 
February 1823, raised in the province of Tras- 
os-montes the cry. so much dreaded by the 
Cortes, and proclaimed "death to the con- 
stitution, and the king absolute." He placed 
himself at the head of militia and peasantry, 
and put forth the following proclamation, 
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wbieh, by its bomb^^c exrtravagaoce of lan- 
guage^ was well calculated Jo rouse th|p feel- 
ings of those to whom it was addressed. 

" POHTUGVES* ! t 

''What! is it not time to brpak the 
shameful and infamous fetters by which you 
are bound? which weigh, you down, and dis- 
grace your honour, glory, yalpur, andjcountry. 
Why do you still consent, to be treated with 
opprobrium and ignominy, and stamped with 
infamy? Why do. you allow the throne of 
your monarch, the seat of so many lyings, to 
be profaned by a handful of dei^truQtive re- 
bels, th« eui^pii^ of our holy relijgion, of the 
throne, of their country ? Are you so cow- 
ardly that you will not throw down and 
confound in its own ruins that shameful edi- 
fice which fraud and seduction have been 
able to raise up on th^ Portuguese territoiry ? 
Be ashamed, and hide yourselves in the 
bowels of th? earth ; be confounded at your 
weakness ; you disgrace the name of Por- 
tuguese — for soon will you see your monarch 
and his whole family beheaded, your country 
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floidiig with blood, and the project of the 
wicked covered with the canopy of an ensan- 
guined throne. This was the fate of France, 
by the hands of the Jacobins ; and it will be 
the fate of Portugal, by the hands of the 
Freemasons. Oh, my dear country ! I al- 
ready consider thee overwhelmed in an oceaa 
of troubles, covered with lamentation and 
blood. But what crowd, what sound of arms^ 
is that I hear? What is this, Portuguese? 
It is the sound of the warlike trumpet — at 
length then do you awake ? To arms, Por- 
tuguese ! fear not, your courage will be equal 
to the task. Follow me, and let us sweep 
from our land these monsters, tyrants, and 
sacrilegious despots ! With you will I die to 
save our country, religion, and the throne. 
(Signed,) 

" Count of Amarante." 

In the early part of his proceedings, 
Amarante was joined by several regiments. 
Among others Greneral Caspar Texeira, who 
had taken a distinguished part in supporting 
the constitution, and was now dispatched to 
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oppose Amarante, went over to his standard, 
and consented to act as second in command 
under him. He was likewise joined by his 
uncle, Antonio de Silveira, formerly president 
of the regenerating jmita of Oporto ; Bri- 
gadier Ayres, Paulo de Souza (placed at the 
head of the junta in Chaves), General Souza 
Vahia, and more of less note. They pro- 
cured the old constitution of Portugal^ pro- 
mulgated by the Cortes of Lamego, appealing 
to it in justification of their present designs, 
and it was even said they treated with the 
constitutional leader opposed, on the proposi- 
tion of a charter similar to that of France. 
But their movements indicated too little de- 
cision of purpose to ensure a prospect of 
success. 

It was expected that, by marching imme- 
diately on Oporto, the count would have won 
from the nothem provinces an unanimous de- 
claration in favour of the ancient regime. 
But, instead of pursuing this decided course, 
he made a weak attempt to cross the Douro, 
in which he was foiled by a very, inferior 
ibrce; and although afterwards successful in 
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an attack upon the vanguard of Luis de 
Rego, who commanded the government forces, 
he neglected to make due use of his advan-: 
tage, and by injudicious delays gave time to 
the enemy to repair his losses. The re-in- 
forcements which the constitutionalists at 
length received were so considerable, that 
Amarante had no other alternative than to 
retire into Spain ; which he did in April, pur- 
sued by five regiments, who, however^ retreated 
upon finding that the Spanish General Morillo 
had made no attempt to intercept the Portu- 
guese royalists. Amarante then advanced to 
effect a junction with the French army, which 
had lately entered that country ; but the Due 
d'Angoul^me declined to co-operate with him, 
though he allowed him to remain stationary 
with his followers, about 2000 men, receiving 
provision by means that must have been per* 
mitted, at least, by the French. 

This revolt, it must be observed, prei^nted 
Portugal from taking any active part against 
France, although she voted an increase to her 
army, and directed her ambassador to with- 
draw from Paris, as soon as hoajilities were 
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commenced by the French against Spain. The 
occupation of that country by French troops, 
who had been most vehemently complained 
of by the Ck^rtes in Lisbon ; and the death- 
blow thereby dealt to the Spanish constitu- 
tion, could not but exceedingly aggravate 
their fears. Combining with these circum- 
stances the openly dissatisfied state of the 
public mind in Portugal, the recent attempt, 
and the prepared, though as yet quiescent 
situation of the unsubdued army by which 
it was made, the Cortes could not reasonably 
calculate on a much longer continuance of 
their authority. That such was their feeling, 
they shewed by an incessant apprehension 
of conspiracies, and a watchful jealousy 
which was apparent in all their proceed- 
ings : banishing an unmense number of 
persons on mere suspicion, and without any 
form of trial. These symptoms of weakness 
only added cont^npt to the indignation which 
they had roused throughout the country, by 
their violent treatment of the queen and the 
clergy. The conduct of their troops, who, in 
the recent struggle, had burnt and destroyed 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF PORTUGAL. 9^ 

whole villages, and committed many inex- 
cusable excesses against their own country- 
men, added not a little to the general impa- 
tience, and hatred of their authority. 

Meanwhile the queen had effectually 
worked on the enterprizing spirit of her se- 
cond son, Don Miguel, who, since the election 
of his elder brother Pedro to the new empire of 
Brazil, was by many regarded as the imme- 
diate successor of the reigning king in Por- 
tugal. He was prompt as her majesty could 
wish in the cause, but acted in the most wary 
manner, conscious how irretrievably injurious 
one precipitate step might prove to the inte- 
rests of royalty : the anxious object of those 
hopes which his mother openly professed, and 
the king cherished in secret. 

It has been asserted that John VI. was 
friendly to the Cortes, an assertion as absurd 
as it i& untrue. When we remember what 
an miiform course of insult was pursued by 
that body towards him, it is impossible to 
believe for a moment that any feelings but 
those of resentful disgust could have been 
excited in the bosom of a monarch so out- 
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raged. Their shameful reception of him on 
his return from Brazil, and the tyrannical 
act of banishing his favourites to a distance 
of twenty leagues frpto him, had been fol- 
lowed by a series of wrongs worthy of such 
a commencement. His income was limited 
to an allowance, the most scanty for his rank ; 
the royal preserves, in wiiich he took niuch 
pride and pleasure, were destroyed ; his pri- 
vate property was wrested from him, his 
establishment needlessly reduced, and all 
patronage taken out of his hands : while the 
insults that he was hourly made to endure, 
in one shape or another, leave us still further 
to wonder that he could so far command his 
natural and kingly feelings as to practise 
any deception, and appear a supporter of the 
constitutional system. 

Timidity, the origin of his greatest disas- 
ters, prompted this line of proceeding ; and 
while professing himself a staunch friend to the 
Cortes, he carried his compliances to an extra- 
vagant and ridiculous excess, rendering himself 
contemptible even to those who most truly com- 
passionated his sorrows. This was certainly the 
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case, when he voluntarily appeared dressed, 
as chief of the national corps which had been 
raised against himself, in a plain brown uni- 
form, made according to regulation, of a coarse 
cloth, in appearance little superior to our duf- 
field. In this home manufacture, called sa- 
ragassa, the patriotic Cortes directed their 
national corps to be clad; but by far the 
greater part was an English imitation of the 
native cloth, which was imported into the 
country and received as genuine. 

Shortly after meeting the king thus dress- 
ed in the national assembly at Lisbon, I was 
honoured with a private audience ; when his 
majesty adverted to the circumstance, and 
appeared ashamed of having been seen by 
an English officer in so degrading a light. 
" But," said he, " we are living in sad times, 
and I am obliged to conform myself to them." 
The period, however, was approaching when 
insulted royalty might once more raise its 
head, and vindicate the rights so indecently 
trampled on by those men who knew no me- 
dium between abject submission and the most 
insolent despptism. 
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The festival which the Roman Catholic 
church celebrates under the title of Corpus 
Christi day^ is observed in Lisbon with great 
splendour. A grand procession takes place, 
in which the king, the nobility, the military, 
and the religious orders all perform a part. 
In times of popular commotion, this day is 
much dreaded, from the facility which it af- 
fords for working on the minds of the im- 
mense multitudes then assembled. In this 
year, 1823, it was the general impression that 
a counter-revolution would then be attempted ; 
and the hopes and fears of all parties were 
excited, according as their interests or incli- 
nations pointed. The 23d infantry, was then 
in the garrison of Lisbon, a regiment which 
was viewed with particular suspicion by the 
Cortes, as a well-known enemy to their sys- 
tem; for when every other corps there had 
declared for the constitution in 1820, this 
battalion, under General Victoria, continued 
dissentient, maintaining their loyalty to the 
last. The government therefore resolved to 
move them from the capital, previous to the 
dreaded day; and they were accordingly 
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ordered to march for Almeida. This pro- 
ceedings while it exasperated the regiment^ 
increased their confidence ; for it plainly 
shewed them how much they were feared by 
the Cortes, who had deprived brigadier Sam- 
payo of the command, before they issued 
their orders for the march of his men. 

It was on the 26th of May that this regi- 
ment quitted Lisbon ; and the infante, Don 
Miguel, aware how favourable to his view 
was this event, took his measures with so 
much secrecy and promptitude, that on the 
same night he was enabled to leave the capital 
in disguise, to follow them, and put himself 
at their head. A squadron of cavalry also 
joined his standard, and with this slender, but 
devoted little army, the yoimg prince pursued 
his march to the interior, proclaiming in every 
place an absolute king, but promising also; 
in the monarch's name, a more equal consti- 
tution to the people. Unopposed, but re- 
ceiving no accession to his force, he proceeded 
as far as Santarem, nearly fifty miles from 
Iisbon,'and there learned that h large body 
of troops was following hi& route, but whe- 



Digitized by 



Google 



104 STATE OF PORTUGAL, 

ther as friends or foes he had no means of 
ascertaining. On the 30th he found that the 
whole garrison of Lisbon, composed of some 
trodps of the line, and the two regiments of po- 
lice, were on their way to unite with his force, 
and place themselves under his command; 
all but one battalion, the 18th, which, at the 
instigation of two of its officers, had refused 
to quit Lisbon. For this last corps, a far 
more distinguished part was in reserve ; that 
of rescuing the royal prisoners, and conduct- 
ing them in safety to their liberator. 

The Cortes were in dreadful constematioii 
on hearing that the garrison had marched off 
to Don Miguel, leaving them altogether de- 
pendent on the fidelity of this one corps, 
which formed the. royal guard at the palace 
of Bem-posta. They were not long allowed 
to calculate on probabilities ; for about seven 
o'clock on the evenijug of the 30th, this regi- 
ment suddenly raised the cry of " Viva el rey 
absoluto !" Much confusion ensued in the 
palace yard, and the appearance of the king 
was loudly called for. His majesty, upon 
being informed of this, resolved to obey the 
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summons, and present himself to the soldiery ; 
but so doubtful appeared the event, that he first 
called the princesses, and took a tender fare- 
well of them, apprehending that some act of 
violence towards himself would close these 
alarming scenes. Surrounded by his house- 
hold, he then presented himself at a window, 
and was greeted with the loudest and most 
unanimous acclamations of those without. 
The soldiers, with great enthusiasm, called 
out, " we have resolved to join our comrades, 
confide yourself to us, sire, we will protect 
you; no one shall dare to insult your ma- 
jesty." 

Encouraged by such language, and per- 
suaded by his attendants, who strongly point- 
ed out the peril of remaining in Lisbon un- 
guarded at such a desperate crisis, the king 
made an extraordinary effort, and ordered 
the royal carriages; the princesses hastily 
equipped themselves; and in less than a quar- 
ter of an hour the royal family was on its 
journey, surrounded by the bayonets of the 
18th regiment, towards whom no individual 
dared to direct a single taunt. They travelled 
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that night as far as Villa Franca, about 
twenty miles on the road to Santarem, and 
there remained. His majesty immediately 
from this place addressed the following pro- 
clamation to his subjects in the capital. 

" Inhabitants of Lisbon ! The salvation 
of the people has always been to me a su- 
preme and a sacred law ; this principle, which 
has been my pride in the critical circum- 
stances wherein providence has placed me, 
imperiously prescribes the resolution, which 
I have to-day taken with regret, to separate 
myself from you for some days, yielding to 
the prayers of the people, and to the desires 
of the army which accompanies me, and has 
preceded me. Inhabitants of Lisbon, make 
yourselves easy ; I will never belie the love 
which I consecrate to you. I sacrifice myr 
self for you ; and in a short time your dearest 
wishes will be fulfilled. Experience, the wise 
instructress of nations and governments, has 
demonstrated in a manner very afflicting to 
me, and fatal to the nation, that the existing 
institutions are incompatible with the will, 
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the customs, and the persuasions of the 
greater part of the monarchy. The evidence 
of facts conlirms these assertions ; Brazil, 
that interesting part of the monarchy, is torn 
to pieces; in this kingdom civil war has 
caused the blood of Portuguese to be shed by 
the hands of their countrymen ; the danger of 
foreign war is imminent, and the state is 
threatened with total ruin, unless the most 
prompt and efficacious means are adopted to 
avert it. In this afflicting crisis I act as the 
king and father of my subjects, to save them 
from anarchy and invasion, by consolidating 
the parties which are hostile. To attain this 
desirable end, it is necessary to modify the 
constitution. If it had made the happiness 
of the people, I would continue to be its firist 
guarantee ; but when the majority of a nation 
declares itself so openly and hostilely against 
its institutions, those institutions need re- 
form. 

" Citizens ! I do not desire, nor ever did 
desire, absolute power, and I this day reject 
it ; the sentiments of my heart are repugnant 
to despotism, and to oppression. I desire 
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only the peace, the honour, and the prospe- 
rity of the nation. 

" Inhabitants of Lisbon ! do not fear for 
your liberties, they shall be guaranteed in a 
manner which, while securing the dignity of 
the crown, shall respect and maintain the 
rights of the citizens. Meantime, obey the 
authorities, avoid private revenge, stifle the 
spirit of party, shun civil war, and in a short 
time you shall see the basis of a new code, 
which, securing personal safety, property, 
and employment, duly acquired in any period 
of the actual government, shall give all the 
guarantees that society requires, unite all 
wishes, and make the prosperity of the whole 
nation. 

" John VI. King. 
" FiUa Franca, May Ust, 1823." 

This document certainly was well calcu- 
lated to sooth the minds of the people, who 
could not doubt the sincerity of promises 
which held out to them a near view of that 
object so desirable to the majority : — a reforin 
of existing abuses^ and the establishment of 
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a well digested and impartial constitution* 
That such constitution never was given, as- 
suredly reflects no credit on the author of 
these flattering promises. 

It is now necessary to advert to a cha- 
racter, destined, as we shall see, to exert a 
banefal influence over the councils of the 
nation, and to involve it in new misfortunes. 
This was the notorious Pamplona. He had 
conmienced his public career as a traitor to 
his country, when the French army first as- 
sailed it; and he afterwards commanded a 
corps under Massena, in the invasion of 1810. 
Subsequently, he joined the army of Buona- 
parte in his expedition into Russia, and thus 
identified himself with the destroyers of Por- 
tugal, where he was so generally and justly 
execrated for his treachery, that his effigy 
had been publicly burnt at Lisbon. To avoid 
the doom of a traitor, and preserve a life for- 
feited to. his injured country, he remained in 
Paris at the termination of the war; but 
when the Cortes published a decree of 
amnesty in favour of all those who had be- 
come outlawed, this man boldly presented 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 STATE OF PORTUGAL. 

himself at Lisbon, and, incredible as it may 
appear, was shortly elected a member of the 
Cortes. 

This seat Pamplona vacated only to enter 
upon the oflSce of minister to the king, whose 
weakest points he had the address to assail 
by all the arts of successful adulation. Even 
while the public prints held him up to de- 
served reproach, as a designing hypocrite, he 
obtained an ascendancy over the monarch, 
which was well calculated to farther all his 
own plans of self-advancement. He found 
the constitution tottering on its unsteady 
basis; and by lending a hand to accelerate 
its overthrow, he justly reckoned on an 
increased share of royal gratitude. His 
treacherous character was too well known 
to admit of his being confided in by the 
prince, on the subject of his meditated move- 
ment : but Pamplona had cunning enough to 
calculate on the probable consequences of 
removing the 23d regiment from Lisbon at 
such a time; and, expecting important 
events, he was most opportunely at a country 
house of his, near the Santarem road, on the 
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evening when Don Miguel took his private 
departure from Lisbon. Hence he accom- 
panied the yoimg prince to Santarem. 

No sooner was the king's arrival at Villa 
Franca made known to the troops, than this 
worthy loyalist found some pretence for 
hastening thither, and entered upon a system 
of deceit by which he too well succeeded in 
duping and misleading a credulous monarch. 
He asserted that the intentions of the infante 
were not only to overturn the constitution, 
but to depose his majesty, as constitutional 
king, and to place the queen, his mother, 
at the head of affairs ; and that with this 
view the prince was collecting all the forces 
he could muster in Santarem, from whence 
he would make some violent attempt, if im- 
mediate measures were not taken to divert 
him from his purpose. Having thus excited 
the poor king's ready apprehensions, he pro- 
ceeded to counsel that Don Miguel should 
be appointed commander in chief of the 
army; and that he should immediately be 
snmmoned to Villa Franca, as for the pur- 
pose of being invested with this high com- 
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mand ; but, in reality, to draw him away 
from the scene of his treasonable plots. 

By enforcing this crafty device, Pamplona 
eflTected two objects of great importance to 
himself: he confirmed and increased the 
king's personal regard, by appearing as a 
watchful, faithful servant, who had dis- 
covered, and quietly defeated, purposes that 
aimed at his crown, and, perhaps, life ; and 
he had also prevented the .probable recal of 
Lord Beresford to the command of the army, 
which the king would naturally have been 
eager to restore to him. In that case Pam- 
plona had foreseen that his lordship's sagacity 
and well-known resolution would speedily 
unmask his crimes, and expose him to the 
vengeance which they so justly merited. 

The king followed this insidious advice, 
and recompensed his counsellor with a title, 
creating him count of Subserra ; while the 
calumniated prince, by immediately obeying 
his father's summons to Villa Franca, and 
presenting himself before his majesty, in. all 
the happy consciousness not only of inno- 
cence, but of having rendered most important 
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services to his family and country, convinced 
every person who possessed a common share 
of observation and reflection, that he could 
have harboured no improper designs, either 
on his own behalf or that of his mother. 
The troops retrograded to Villa Franca, and, 
under the command of their new chief, took 
quiet possession of the capital on the 4th of 
July. 

The king's entrance soon followed, with 
all the characteristics of a great national 
triumph. He was received vrith the most 
unbounded enthusiasm, and Lisbon appeared 
to rejoice in this new change quite as much 
as in that of 1820. The Cortes had continued 
their sittings after the king's departure from 
the capital ; and as nothing was now left 
them but the privilege of talking, they exer- 
cised that faculty to the utmost. Indeed, 
they declaimed most loftily on the heroic 
examples of Roman senators, in imitation, 
of whom it seemed to be their intention to 
die in their places. But their patriotic 
ardour having evaporated in this harmless 
bombast, which was perfectly in unison with 
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their former conduct, they resolved to live a 
little longer ; and when the troops arrived, 
hot one of these legislative martyrs could be 
found at his post, all having voted among 
themselves, that the glories of a metoorable 
death Were far outweighed by the comforts of 
a secure and timely retreat from danger. 

Hie whole of Portugal now quietly and 
gladly submitted to the dominion of her king, 
Acqui^cing in whatever his govemmant pro- 
mulgated : while the Count of Amiirante, 
marching triumphantly from Spain, entered 
^sbon, where his arrival was greeted with 
rejoicings as loud, and probably as sincere, 
as^hose ^hich had lid^iled, some time before, 
the liiifouiided report of his death. At court 
he was received with the highest distinctiotis: 
he was created a Ma:rquis, by the title 6f 
CShdrves, and invested with other honourable 
rewards, l)estowed by a grateful monarch. 
'But, in the midst df all this trimf^h, his 
^sappointment wets great to find his pa- 
troness, the queen, in a«tate very little better 
'thkn that in which the Cortex had confined 
'her: while the oi&ces to which he had 
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lobked, fits the just recompense of hiiiiSelf 
and hid loyal follbwers, were already dccti- 
pied by the dubtle Pdinpldna and crea- 
ttll-es bf his selection. Neither was his in- 
dignation abated on behdlding those whose 
pilni^hment appeared certain, preferred arid 
caressed ; while the men who Had set a pricfe 
on his head;, As the modt devoted partizan Of 
the king irhbm they insiilted, were better re- 
ceived at the court df that monarch thaii 
hims&lf, with all his and his family's claims 
of loiig serribe and faitbfdl attachment. 

IJndfer the gdtemment df the Cortes, meri 
had been brought ihto notice, who, on the 
ground of birth or property, had no claim tc^ 
advancemeht; but whose enthusiasm in the 
popxdar cau^e; directed by a competent por- 
tion df natural talent, ensur^ them a degree 
of didiinctibii, when thus enabled to make 
tfaemselTe^ conspicubUi^: These men were 
treated inih kihdiiess and attention by the 
king ; wh6, either from th6 dictates of hisr 
liatiire beherolenbe, or the feat of their again 
recovering the ascendancy, or else acting in 
obedience to* the counsel of hid favorite Pam^- 

i2 
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plona; appeared to be fonning from among 
them^ a party wherewith to defend himself, 
alike against the intrigues of the constitu- 
tionalists, and the suspected plots of the 
ultra-royalists. This, of course, produced 
the estrangement of many distinguished 
friends, who beheld the intrusion, as they 
considered it, of an order so plebeian, with 
all the jealous pride for which the aristocracy 
of the Peninsula are famed. 

The precise object of Pamplona in recom- 
mending this course to his master, cannot easily 
be divined; but the whole tenor of his life leads 
to the ccmclusion that his motive could not 
be good. His policy, however, succeeded in 
promoting his own interests : he was ap- 
pointed principal. minister to the king, and in 
that office formed every department of the 
government in subordination to him. As the 
minister of war, he took into his hands both 
the patronage and management of the army ; 
and he availed himself of this power to sur- 
round the infante so exclusively with his own 
creatures, that he could do nothing but what 
had.already been .marked out for him by. 
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Pamplona. So completely was the prince 
enthralled by this man, and so notorious was 
the fact, that instead of being spoken of as 
generalissimo, according to the rank which 
the king had conferred upon him, he was fre- 
quently called, in derision, and in reference 
to his subordinate powers, "Clerk of the 
army." How the king maintained a govern- 
ment, which the prevailing influence of Pam- 
plona shortly rendered again universally un- 
popular, has been made a matter of surprise : 
but, perhaps, the strongest argument in its 
behalf, was contained in the imposing pre- 
sence of an English line-of-battle ship, which, 
on the occupation of Spain by the French 
troops, had been sent to the Tagus. The 
continuance of this vessel in the river, and 
the pledge of British support which it seemed 
to offer to the king's authority, tended, no 
doubt, in some measure to overawe the dis- 
contented of both parties; whose numbers 
were rapidly increasing throughout the king- 
dom. 

The extreme harshness maintained towards 
the queen, and the unmeasured severity of 
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her treatment, excited the cpmpassion pf 
many, and daily augmented the niimb^r of 
her friends; until the whole of the party 
wl^ich had been originally the l^ing'$i, es- 
poused her cause, i^rhile the constitutionalii^t^ 
had flisappeared, and the king, wiith the e;^:- 
caption of the faction immediately about ium, 
was withpu^ political supporters. Yet, amopg 
the lower prdecsf he was beloved iifith an 
enthusiasm that, aU circumstances cpi^igi- 
de^red, almpst deserves the nai^e of in^^ua- 
tion J a^id tp the prevalence of such a feeliQg 
I can be^f personal te^timpny, haying yirit- 
n^ssed at this tiine one of the v\P^t stn^iifg 
ebullition^ of native loyalty that ever I saw 
displayed. 

The king had ordered a wplf-hunt to take 
place, near Santarem ; and for that purpose 
the peasantry of thp surroun^Ung connjry 
wfre copomanded to assemble in different 
direp^ons, all moving upon 9* ppint whpre 
the royal shooting party ^ere to aigait 
the approach of their prey, to be thus 
driven tow^rd§ th^i? in a manner simil^^ to 
t%t in ij?}4ch the Hnchel of tb? HigW^n4 
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hunters collects the deer. A circle of seyeraJi; 
le^^esi was forpxed, ^hic|i nairpwie^ a^ the in- 
dividuals cpmpris^lg it apprpache^ th^vcentrM; 
station. When this duty was p^j:fQ)7ned» 
such a s<^^ne einsued as bajps^ d^icriptiou- 
Th,e joy of the rustics was of ai^ almoat 
$:antic character, whp^i, to th^ itui9l;>er ofi 
about three thoui^and, ^^y caught ^ gluppset 
of the royal cs^rri^ges, upoi]^ vfkkh thejr 
pressed ^s though r^splve^ to depioUsh them* 
While some shouted their strepupug^ vivas, uk 
the most joyous tone, others >^e^e bftth^ in 
tears of sile9t delight, ai>d m?my ^ere tl^roj^ 
to the earth in their attempts, to lyic^l a^ tlM9 
oarages moyed off. 

ly^y astonishment w,as T<?£^ly great ; fftff, I 
we\} knpw, that, in addition tq, thp long prar 
tracted miseries to which these po^, cri^tuires 
had been subjected, through th^ cqiiteutions 
of their rulers, jpaapy of thpm, Yfer^ ajt this 
moment, iii a starring: (^pi^i^itiQQ- f^^C 09 
allowance was miade for, th^ir i^i^pport dwripg 
theii; ^ttendaiice, sonxe for tbri^e ^^^y Qtb^O 
for l§ss, to prpiftpte t^ie rf^^sl pa^tim^^ ^% a 
90nsid§r§,We jjigt^npe ft om thgir hoi»^. Kpr 
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could they bear away provision for that 
period, without leaving their helpless families 
destitute. Half an hour previous to this en- 
thusiastic display, I had seen the cavalry, 
who were employed to keep the cordon 
entire, roughly striking some of them with 
the flat of their sabres, because they did 
not move exactly in their assigned places ; 
yet all was insufficient to abate the force of 
their loyal devotion. I was riding near the 
king's carriage, when a poor woman, with an 
infant in her arms, ran out from a cottage, 
and throwing herself on her knees, with so 
little regard to her personal safety, that she 
was in great danger of being rode over, 
sobbed out, "Let me see my king! Look, 
my child, at our beloved father : — now I can 
die contented." 

In all this there was no artifice, no at- 
tempt to produce stage effect, nor any ex- 
pectation of personal advantage. All was 
evidently from the heart; and no one could 
witness, with indifference, such an affecting 
burst of simple love from an almost perish- 
ing people to a monarch, who, whatever he 
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might possess of the will, had not enjoyed 
the power of conferring one national benefit 
upon them. It was impossible to view the 
miserable condition and the artless good 
feeling of these poor creatures without a 
sentiment of deep commiseration, and an 
ardent desire that they might be brought to 
participate in the blessings which civil and 
religious liberty never fail to produce. 

To return from scenes of nature to those 
of art and insincerity — there was in the 
king's household another favorite, who, like 
Subserra, had betrayed the cause of his 
country, and attached himself to the in- 
terests of France ; but who, on presenting 
himself to the king in Brazil, with the as- 
surance of penitent regret, had been par- 
doned, and replaced in a situation of high 
favor at court. This man, the Marquis of 
Loul6, was Subserra's principal supporter, 
and undoubtedly lent to his schemes much 
important aid, which his situation so near 
the king's person gave him abundant op- 
portunity of afibrding. At the palace of 
Salvaterra, where the royal family were 
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passing some time on a sporting excursioiv 
in the month of Febraary, 1824, the Marquis 
of Loul4 was found to bs^ve £edlen beneath 
the hand of some assassin. It was reportedi, 
that, had the murderer found opportunity 
of carrying his original design into execution, 
Subserra himself, and another obnoxious^ 
character, would have shared the fate of this 
unfortunate pobleman, who, however ijacoi^- 
lect in many parts of his conduct, was by 
no means to be ranked with Subserra in tl|^ 
scale of politics^l depravity. 

An assertion was confidently m^de th^t 
these murders had b^en planned by the 
queen, and that the infapte was to d^ect th^ 
execution of her sanguinary project. But pf 
this no proof was ever adduced. If any cii;c9m- 
stances could ever palliate the foul crime Qf 
murder, the provocatio|is unsparifigly heaped 
against these royal personages I^ight baye fur- 
nished them with something like ap excu^e fbir 
the crime ii^ their own min4s; but it pa,QAPt be 
supposed that, had any thing in the form of 
adn^ssible evidence been within the ]:e^)i of 
tihieir accu^ers, the lattpi* wo^ld Jjave he§itat94 
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tp enlarge t^enoi publicly with the act- How- 
eyer, after various attempts to implics^te 
4i^tP?^nt per^QUS in this melancholy busi- 
ness, ?t spal T^as put upon all the proceed- 
ings t u^ver again to be opened even fo^ the 
yiQdi^^tion of tl^Qse innocent persons, whose 
names ha4 been most falsely and maliciously 
connected with the infamous transaction. 

The royalist party, and among them the 
Marquis of Chaves in particular, continued to 
spe£|J$: yery openly of the mal-administration 
that prevailed; and it appeared evident that 
matters would not long preserve an unin- 
ternipted couirsq. Considering how extensive 
and powerful was the influence e:?:erci9ed by 
this nobleman amppg the military, att^tive 
pbiptervers expected a movement of the army 
against t^e government. Still the infante 
appeared tru^ to l^is duty as a son ; and be- 
fore making, any attempt to displace the 
party surrounding his royal father, he took 
m^9;Ures to excite an interest in his behalf 
among the people, who still loved, though 
they could not nfuch admire their sovereign. 
Early on the mprnii^g of the 30th of April, 
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1824, the prince hurried to the quarters of 
the troops in Lisbon, summoning them to 
take arms for the defence of their king, 
against whom, he said, a conspiracy was 
formed by the freemasons, (so the constitu- 
tionalists were generally called,) whom he 
represented as then proceeding, with Sub- 
serra at their head, to assassinate his 
majesty. 

The effect of this vehement appieal was 
instantaneous; the troops sallied forth; and 
had, in a short time, arrested the whole of 
the king's household, all Subserra's known 
partizans, both in military and civil employ- 
ment, and every person within their reach, 
who had made himself conspicuous during 
the days of the Cortes. While the troops 
were forming in the Rocio, the Marquis of 
Chaves galloped among them, with his hat 
in his hand, crying aloud, "Death to the 
freemasons!" The king was surrounded in 
his palace, where admittance was granted 
only to the acknowledged foUowers of the 
infante. The prince himself demanded his 
majesty's consent to institute immediately a 
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commission for the trial of those whom he 
denomiced as traitors to their sovereign, their 
country, and religion, with authority to 
execute forthwith such sentence as should be 
passed upon the criminals. 

The poor king, fearing from his anxious 
deliverers the violence which they imputed to 
the intention of others, and unable to extri- 
cate himself from the queen's party, which 
entirely surrounded him, granted all the in- 
fante's demands ; and arrests to the amount 
of eighteen thousand were instantly directed 
to take place throughout the country. It was 
a time of general consternation and terror: 
no man considered himself safe, while the 
false denunciation of a private enemy seemed 
the unfailing introduction to a violent death. 
The committals appeared as indiscriminate 
as they were numerous : men who were firm 
friends to royalty, avowed enemies to masonic 
institutions, and opposed to the Cortes, even 
on the strong grounds of individual wrong 
sustained under their rule, were alike dragged 
to prison, with as little prospect of being 
allowed to vindicate themselves as the real 
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adversaries 6{ the royal cauiae had of Escap- 
ing princely vengeaiice. Subserra hiihself 
Was doomed to siiffet death ad Soon as he 
Bhoiiid be captured; biit he made good his 
retreat to the residence of the Ftehch anl- 
bassador, frbih \*^hetlcte hfe wils adrbitly 
l^muggled on bbai^ an English frigate. 

The forfeign iliihisterd in Liiibbn effected 
at length an entraiice into thfe palact;, and 
thferie solemnly protestfed; ih thfe name of 
their respective courts, against the whole 
tif the infante's proceedings. However, the 
king's terror hAd completed his imbecility; 
and throughout his dominiohs a deluge of 
blood, innocent as well as guilty, appearfed 
inevitably about to flow, Uaider his con- 
strained, but coUfirmed sanction; 

These events, like itibst otherfei that took 
j^lace ih this fleVoted country, Have beeii, 
either frdm ignof aiice or etil dei^igh, variously 
and grossly inistfepresent^d. It has been 
affirmiea^ that the qufeen's jparty aim^ at 
reinoving the kiiig from his throne ; and that 
the infailte, even in his fir6t proceedings, 
was actuated by an ambitious desire of com- 
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pellmg his majesty to abdicate in his favour : 
but if it be reasonable to judge of men's 
purposes by the tenor of their actions, we 
may safely conclude that such measures were 
never contemplated by Don Miguel, a very 
young man, of remarkably high feelings, and 
a most active spirit. Educated in the full 
enjoyment of every royal privilege, and in 
the bosom of a monarqhy whose principles 
were those of uncontrolled dominion, he had 
accompanied his parents in what might be 
called an indignant ilight £rom scenes where 
revolutionary doctrines were but comonencing 
a practical development; and when he was 
brought at once into the sphere of their most 
overpowering action — when he beheld his 
father insulted, his mother imprisoned, his 
own legitimacy openly and indecently ques- 
tioned — when he considered his brother 
-Pedro, but one year his scJnior, undauntedly 
contending with the same hostile power 
throughout an extensive empire, and heard 
his mother, in the anguish of her heart, utter 
unavailing wishes for that brother's presence 
to defend his royal father from injurious 
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wrong — can we be necessitated to impute 
unworthy motives to the prince in explana- 
tion of the part which he took? Not only 
was the queen continually rousing into action 
all the innate enthusiasm of the youth, but 
Subserra, the king's chief favorite, having, 
in his wily calculation, long before this 
period, anticipated the probable issue of 
events, and hoping to secure a personal 
exemption from peril, as the reward of his 
pretended zeal, had lent it every encouraging 
aid in his power, when at Santarem. 

By an enterprize as romantic as it was 
daring, Don Miguel had once delivered the 
royal family from the power of their op- 
pressors; and found the whole army as- 
sembling round his standard. Yet, so far 
from taking undue advantage of this merited 
popularity, he hastened, at the first summons, 
to the king's presence, and gratefully re- 
ceived as a royal boon, that nominal com- 
mand over the forces of which he might have 
seized the triumphant reality, had he turned 
to a selfish purpose the enthusiasm kindled 
by his chivalrous exploit. The only rewards 
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which he appeared desirous of reaping for 
these services, were twofold: the restoration 
of his mother, whom he sincerely loved, to 
her rights, both domestic and regal, and a 
due recompense to the faithful few who had 
assisted him at the outset of his enterprize 
from motives unquestionably loyal. We 
may suppose, too, that he was not insensible 
to the charms of that personal distinction, 
which he had ventured, at so great a hazard, 
to win. 

So far from enjoying these fair fruits of 
a generous effort, Don Miguel had the mor- 
tification to witness the king's utter helpless- 
ness in the hands of a base court faction, 
headed by a man through whom all his own 
meritorious claims were rewarded with such a 
mockery of command as made his very title 
a common jest ; who first vilified, then 
trampled oif him; and from whom his 
mother received indignities more cutting 
than those which the Cortes had cast upon 
her; while the companions of the prince 
in his gallant undertaking were openly in- 
sulted instead of receiving those applauses 
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and emoluments whieh common gratitude 
should have dictated as their just due. It 
cannot indeed be supposed that his personal 
regard for the king equalled in any way that 
affection which the queen enjoyed. But 
there can be no reasonable doubt that in the 
first movement of the troops in Lisbon, under 
the prince, his object was really to deliver 
the king and country, as on a former occa- 
sion, from a party who regarded his majesty 
as the mere tool of their purposes. Success- 
ful beyond his expectations, the infante 
was perhaps intoxicated by so complete a 
triumph, and lent too ready an ear to the 
Marquis of Chaves and others, who exerted 
their influence over him as best suited their 
purposes of political revenge and personal 
aggrandizement* And thus the impetuosity 
of his character was wrought to extremes 
altogether unjustifiable. ^ 

The king had been advised by one on 
whose tried fidelity he wdl kbew the utmost 
Kliance might be placed, to make a mental 
eflbrt, and to assume at this juncture the 
exchisive management, and thus to prevent 
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the es^^esses too plc^inly approaching. This 
counsel, giv^Q by a most accurate observer 
of all parties, whose perfect knowledge of 
Portuguese affairs peculiarly qualified him 
to direct the embarrassed monarch, was de- 
feated by that unfortunq,te infatuation which 
always selected the most incompetent and 
short-sighted, if not self-interested advisers, 
in preference to those who had no object in 
view, but the real welfare both of sovereign 
aud people. He did so on this occasion : and 
although tlueir plan succeeded in effecting 
his personal liberation, and averting the im- 
pending fate of thousands, its execution re- 
flected little dignity on the kingly character ; 
and ultunately left the country in a far wo^ 
slate than previous tp these transactions. 

On Sunday mornings the 9th of May, the 
king d^lared his intention of dining at a 
country hquse, on the banks of the Tagus ; 
and, t^ing the priniQess^s» he embarked in 
his barge, inviting the infante to follow in hi?. 
Thfi Windew Castle was moored in the river • 
m passing. new: h^Fi his majesty, as if frpm 
an accidental thought, proposed to pay a visit 
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to this English man of war, and was accord- 
ingly conveyed there. Soon after this part 
of the royal family were received on board, 
the infante appeared in sight ; and a hasty 
note was dispatched, informing him where 
the king then was, and that his majesty de- 
sired to speak with him. This order was 
immediately obeyed ; and, indeed, had the 
prince shewn any hesitation on the subject, 
the appearance of our men of wars' boats 
rowing about, must have convinced him that 
means were at hand to enforce the command 
if necessary. 

On being ushered into the royal presence, 
the prince found the king surrounded by all 
the foreign ministers, who had previously 
fixed a rendezvous here, and who witnessed 
the address of his majesty, which is said to 
have been to the following effect : — "Michael, 
I have sent for you to confirm, in the pre- 
sence of these ministers, who represent the 
sovereigns of Europe, that pardon which I 
before granted under the consolatory hope 
that you would amend your conduct. Neither 
a desire to preserve my life, nor ambition to 
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prolong my reign, has actuated me in seek- 
ing shelter within this ship : I have been led 
hitherto by a sense of the imperious obliga- 
tion under which I, a king, am laid, to watch 
over the peace and happiness of the people 
whom Providence has confided to my charge. 
Heaven has condemned me, as a man, to 
suffer great bodily infirmities ; as a monarch, 
I have been the sport of successive revolu- 
tions ; as a husband, I possess a wife whose 
constant study it has been to render my life 
wearisome to me; as a father, I have two 
unnatural sons, of whom one has driven me 
out of a kingdom, and rent it from me, while 
the other labours to cover my old age with 
disgrace and poverty— It is my will that, for 
the present, you remain on board this ship." 
The infante was then conducted below, where 
a cabin and part of the ward-room were 
appropriated to him ; and here he remained, 
until a Portuguese frigate was prepared to 
convey him to Brest, under the escort of a 
British man of war. 

The king had no sooner found himself 
within the bulwark of an English ship, than 
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he dispatched orders on shore for the imme- 
diate release of every destined victim to 
fanatical revenge. In Lisbon and its en- 
virons alone, about a thousand were already 
in confinement, and the constitutionalists, 
who form the chief population of that and 
Other large towns, feeling themselves virtually 
condemned, though not yet seized upon, 
hailed as a resurrection from the dead this 
unexpected exercise of the royal prerogative, 
while, hurried on by the excess of sudden 
triumph, they flatttered th^oaselves that a 
free charter would be the next boon granted. 
Others, conscious of being marked by 
private enmity, though innocent of political 
interference, saw at once an end put to that 
cruel system which had list^ied to the sisig- 
gestions of secret accusers. They found 
themselves rescued from a tyranny which had 
given full scope for the exercise of individual 
malice, enabling a private or hereditary foe 
to satiate his vengeance upon the guil^ss, 
and to plunge whole families in misery and 
ruin.' Such a scene took place in lisbon 
as may foe imagined, but can never be &- 
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scribed : every possible mode of expressing 
joy and exchanging heartfelt congratulations 
was resorted to : and the poor people, in the 
transports of this unlooked-for deliverance, 
forgot that their country had reaped no last- 
ing benefit. For the kingdom vras still, as 
before, the sport and prey of contending 
factions, vrho were too much occupied in 
grasping at power, and making the utmost 
profit of their short successes, to bend one 
cordial efibrt towards the amelioraticm of 
those evils which desolated the land. 

The troops, however, were too much at- 
tached to their prince to hear, without strong 
emotions of res^itment, the rejjort, quickly 
spr^kd, of his being detained a prisoner on 
board the Windsor Castle ; but their: inclina* 
tion for a disturbance was happily repressed 
by the mtanimity of the populace, who over- 
awed their disorderly spirit. Nor could they 
be unmoved at the rescue of so many hun- 
dreds of their countrymen from an ignomi- 
liious, and, as they well knew, in many cases 
an unjust death. This feeling, and their 
fears, won a triumph over their fniiieiples. 
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and by degrees the cries of " viva o infante,'^ 
were lost in the more enthusiastic shouts of 
" viva el rey." Lisbon remained tranquil, at 
the expense of two or three lives, sacrificed by 
the soldiery, and the diflBcult enterprize of 
attempting to rescue the prince was aban- 
doned; although one regiment of cavalry, 
inflamed with a more than quixotic spirit of 
chivalrous zeal, actually saddled to attack 
the Windsor Castle in the middle of the 
Tagus! 

The fortunate issue of this afiair was 
greatly accelerated by the return to their 
respective corps of many principal officers, 
arrested by the prince, who were conscious 
that their existence depended on the success of 
the king's party. They therefore exerted them-* 
selves to preserve order and to reconcile the 
troops to events which no efibrts of theirs could 
remedy. The British ambassador, who now 
appeared to take the lead in every thing, so far 
allayed the fears of the king as to prevail on 
him to venture on shore. He landed on the 
14th of May, and such was the extraordinary 
enthusiasm of the populace, thait, on hearing 



Digitized by 



Google 



! 

I STATE OF PORTUGAL. 137 

of the circumstance, they left the host, then 
passing in solemn procession, and ran to hail 
their sovereign, and, as they fondly hoped, 
their political saviour. 

A commission was appointed to inquire 
into the recent and former criminal proceed- 
ings ; and the following proclamation, al- 
though not published until the ensuing year, 
may be here properly introduced, as shewing 
the general amnesty which the king deemed 
it prudent to grant, with the advice of his 
counsellors, after Subserra's final removal 
from the ministry. It will be perceived that 
a reference was made to the investigation 
concerning the Marquis of Loul6's murder; 
and that such of these ofiences as remained 
unpunished were consigned to oblivion. 

PROCLAMATION. 

"The process having finished which was 
instituted on account of the unheard of and 
enormous attempts perpetrated on the un- 
happy epoch of the 30th of April and follow- 
ing days, of last year, and having now to pro- 
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nounce the subsequent decisionis upon such 
extraordinary acts, my royal and paternal 
heart suffers the most painful conflict between 
those sentiments which inspire horror at such 
black crimes, and the compassion which re- 
sists a severity of justice proportionate to the 
excess of wickedness which miscarried on 
that calamitous day. Not, however, being 
able to separate in my mind the duties of a 
king from the affection and s^isibility of a 
father towards all my vassals, and contem- 
plating also with the most profound medita- 
tion the sad and weighty circumstances that 
intervened amid these extraordinary excesses, 
paying likewise equal attention to the rules 
of distributive justice without distinction of 
persons, and to the very important and power- 
ful reasons which contribute to induce my 
royal mind to embrace in this conflict the 
counsels of my supreme and innate clemency; 
wishing moreover to leave to posterity an 
everlasting monument of the paternal senti- 
ments which preside in my august delibera- 
tions, in allowing the love of a father to pre- 
vail in my soul over the inlallibility of a king. 
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without entirely losing sight of what I owe 
to the security and tranquillity of my people, 
I am pleased to decree as follows : 

" I grant a general amnesty and pardon 
to all those who have been accused and have 
been made subject to any proceedings insti- 
tuted on account of the above detestable 
crimes ; and I declare them free and safe 
from the penalties which they have incurred, 
and to which they ought to be condemned, 
accoiHling to the laws ; releasing all those who 
are in prison, and taking off all sequestrations, 
imposed on account of the said crimes. 

" Prom this general amnesty and pardon, 
I except only those individuals who were the 
most deeply implicated, by becoming the 
leaders and promoters of the associations for 
such abominable crimes; these shall imme- 
diately quit my kingdom, not to return 
witliout my express licence, and they 
shall receive for this purpose the necessary 
passports. With this limitation, which my 
justice cannot dispense, these criminals 
shall enjoy the other favours before grant- 
ed. The persons excepted are mentioned 
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in the annexed list, signed by the minister for 
ecclesiastical affairs and justice. I extend 
this pardon to the persons implicated in the 
dark crimes committed on the night of the 
28th of February, in Salvaterra, and to those 
concerned in the actions perpetrated in this 
capital on the night of the 25th of October, 
last year, who shall also be set at liberty. 

''And to give all extension, compatible 
with the public security, to this pre-eminent 
favour of my kindness, I am farther pleased 
to comprehend in the said pardon the cri- 
minals implicated in the acts of revolt in the 
city of Ck)imbra, in the last and present 
years; but all the persons thus pardoned 
must return to their native place, and to their 
preceding abode, which must not be within 
ten leagues of this capital. Those who held 
any civil or military employment cannot re- 
sume their functions till they have first ob- 
tained my permission. 

" Lastly, desiring to remove from the sight 
of my subjects the pernicious monuments of 
crime and infamy which so much dishonour 
them, and which I am induced by most 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF PORTUGAL. • 141 

weighty reasons to cover with an impene- 
trable veil, I order that all the documents 
relative to the above crimes, be collected in 
the office of the department for ecclesiastical 
affairs and justice, and there be so fastened 
up and sealed, that they can never more ap- 
pear, nor extracts be taken from them." 

His majesty then dissolves the criminal 
commission appointed on the 14th of August 
1824; and expresses his conviction that all 
Portuguese will cordially imitate the example 
which he has given, and bury in oblivion all 
party hatred and dissentions. 

The crimes of the 25th of October, ad- 
verted to in this document, existed probably 
but in the imagination of Subserra, who had 
caused some persons to be arrested on that 
night, alleging against them treasonable prac- 
tices. The disturbances at Coimbra amounted 
to nothing more than a trifling commotion 
among the students of that university. I have 
anticipated the event of a subsequent year, in 
order to introduce this proclamation, and now 
return to that period when the king, leaving 
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Don Miguel in the safe-keeping of the ships, 
resumed his throne and dignity. 

It was very natural for the nation to ex- 
pect substantial benefit from some of the 
recent changes, and their concern for the 
infante was greatly softened by the happy 
consciousness that his exploit had. at least 
succeeded in relieving them from Subserra's 
baneful presence in their councils* The lead- 
ing part taken by the British ambassador in 
all that concerned the king's proceedings, 
strengthened their hope of an entire change 
of policy; and it will scarcely be credited 
that, acting as the king now did under the 
influence of that ambassador, whos^ opinions 
he would not have ventured to oppose, and 
whose remonstrances, if uttered with proper 
spirit, must have prevailed, the king was still 
allowed to re-establish his former ministry- 
He was not only permitted to rec^l to power 
those men whose mis^manage^ieut bi^d so 
deeply involved both him and his su^^j^cits 
in peril, but likewise to re^i^lace th^ traitqr 
Subserra in the same conspicuQus station that 
he before occupied! A man whose hatred 
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of every thing English was notorioua» and un- 
blushingly avowed, in whom it was impos- 
sible to confide imder any treaty, and from 
whom no one measure of national advantage 
could ever be expected. It wa^ said he pro- 
mised to give a charter to the Portuguese 
nation. This may have been true ; for, to a 
man of his character, a promise carries no 
farther obligation than his convenience may 
dictate ; but can any person truly affirm that 
he placed the slightest reliance on such a 
declaration ? Biassed, as Subserra was known 
to be in favour of France, and devoted to her 
service, although no longer appearing in her 
ranks against his coui^try, he never would 
have acted in opposition to the wishes and 
principles of her rulers, on a question so im- 
portant: and what these were the state of 
Spain furnished a pretty evident proof. 

Had our minister not been too easily im^^ 
posed upon, he would have insisted on send- 
ing this man out of the kingdom, and thus 
have cq[)ened a prospect of some favorable 
turn in the affairs of Portugal. But he was 
either deceived, or inconsistently scrupulous 
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on the occasion ; we had frequently declined 
to interfere in the internal concerns of our ally, 
and declared that such would be our constant 
rule. On the present emergency that resolve 
had been broken through, from motives of 
compassionate kindness to all parties; and 
it was most distressing to find, that, after 
having gone so far beyond our professed prin- 
ciple, every advantage that might have been 
expected to result from it was neglected ; and 
that evils of such magnitude promised to 
ensue as threatened to compromise the credit 
of England in a serious manner. To allay 
the ferment that arose from the misconduct of 
the king's ministry, our naval force had been 
permitted to extend an aid, which, without 
striking a blow, had been more efiectual than 
any army could have proved, in accomplish- 
ing his majesty's benevolent designs towards 
his suffering people. So far none but the 
most narrow-minded could express a censure ; 
but when the former culprits were recalled to 
contrive further mischief, and their infamous 
acts were, to all appearance, protected by a 
British squadron, the feelings of all classes 
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began to shew themselves most strongly ex- 
cited, and ready to break forth into new com- 
mbtions. 

Whatever reasons might be assigned for the 
increase of our naval armament in the Tagus, 
its obvious effect was to encourage the mal- 
administration of the Portuguese government, 
who, as well as the people, perfectly knew 
that upon the least disturbance they could em- 
bark, and secure to themselves a safe retreat 
on board the British squadron. Thus were 
they emboldened in their shameless course, 
by being able to set at nought every effort on 
the part of the nation to rid itself of such 
rulers. The most unjust and oppressive mea- 
sures were now openly carried on ; situations 
of some kinds were regularly and notoriously 
sold ; and those who wished to obtain favors 
knew perfectly well the channels through 
which an effectual application could be made. 
For there was no difficulty in tracing the 
price paid, in its progress through the various 
subordinate agents, until it was poured into 
the lap of the Countess of Subserra's bosom 
friend. : It was idle to prefer any claim, on 
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dfie meie atpength of ite owe meiite, and the 
demands of justice : tbe most trifling ho^as 
were invariably refused, if the applicant could 
not support his request, either by the in- 
l^ence of the chief manageBi^ or the weighty 
plea of a well-filled purse. 

That to haye rendered any servke, whe- 
ther commercial or olJiemrise, ta the state or 
country, waa not considered as ajSording 
a pretence for the most moderate appeal, I 
<^m furnish an instance in the case of two 
persons with whom I was well acquainted; 
and whose public spirit, as well as indefati- 
gable industry, had they met suitable en- 
couragement, would haye entitled them to 
rank among the benefactors of this suffering 
country. One of these was endeavourii^ to 
establish a paper manu£BMCtory, which would 
have proved a real national advantage ; and 
as he resided in the neighbourhood of the 
royal forests, he expected to obtain a permis- 
sion which had never been refused to any 
person possessing the slightest degree of inte- 
rest. For, as there was very little oeca^oa to 
apply this wood to public use, l^iye to cut 
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it downr to alnio^ atty extent b»d bem always 
easily procuifed. A (small quantity of titfiy 
ber being required for his buildings, the pfO^ 
prietor supplied through the official channelB: 
but these were now far from being the ustrait 
medium, since private influence ha^d appro- 
priated to the emohiment of a few individually 
even the most common rights of the subject, 
as well Q» the most unimportant boons in ihff 
gift of their rulers. At the e:rpirati6n of a 
year no permission had been granted; and I 
am pretty confident that to diis day it h^ 
been withheld. 

The other person acted as director of th6 
principal cotton factory in the kingdom ; the 
machineiy of which he brought to a degri^ 
of peidfection almost rivalling similar ei^t^- 
blishments in England, and certainly not to 
be equalled elsewhere. By his uncoimnoti 
talent for mechanism, and its diligent ap^Ii- 
cati(»i to the service of his principals, he had 
in a short time nearly doubled the annual 
profits of the fkctbry, without adding matis- 
rially to its expenditure. He produced ati 
excellent imitation of our implements for 
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carding the» cotton, which are . so , eagerly 
sought for even in France, and which he suc- 
ceeded in equalling. He likewise invented a 
simple machine, which, under the manage- 
ment of two persons, a man and a woman, 
dressed more raw cotton in two days than 
the labour of eight men formerly prepared by 
a week's beating ; and he made other in- 
valuable additions to the establishment. 

Oh the strength of these services, he ap- 
plied for a grant of land, similar to that ob- 
tained by Sir E. Thornton, but not equal to 
one twentieth part of it either in extent or 
value. This, of course, was refused ; and as 
if the meanness and ingratitude of the state 
had infected every corner of the land where 
there was an opportunity of displaying those 
vices, he was told by the owner of . the factory, 
on representing the important benefits which 
he had conferred on it, that he had his regular 
salary for his work, and could expect nothing 
more. Soon after he received the intimation 
that whereas this salary, amounting to about 
£250 a year, had liitherto been paid ,in 
specie, he must for the future be content to 
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receive half of it in paper, accarding to the 
law, of which his employer was resolved to 
avail himself ; and thus was the hard-earned 
pittance of this meritorious individual dimi- 
nished eight pel* cent, in recompense for effect- 
ing that which, in any other country, would 
have insured him an independent fortune and 
the applause of ^very class. For no part of the 
public could be ignorant of the important ad- 
vantages which his ingenuity had conferred 
upon the nation. 

Having adverted to the grant of land ob* 
tained by Sir E. Thornton, I must be per* 
mitted to remark, as a subject for regret, the 
custom of allowing ambassadors and official 
agents to accept gifts of value from thos^ 
governments to which they are accredited* 
To an Englishman it never will appear pos^ 
sible that such presents should carry with 
them the slightest temptation to any unfair 
bias, among the wealthy, honourable, and 
distinguished class of his countrymen who 
generally occupy these responsible stations. 
But it must be remembered that nations are 
sometimes placed in a predicament similar to 
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that in which Portugal theu stood, daily wit- 
nessing instances of that sordid and covetons 
spirit in the highest situations of trust, which 
would for a paltry bribe sell honour, veracity, 
justice, a^ the interests of a whole country. 
Applying, therefore, to all, the principles 
notoriously actuating the few placed upder 
their own observation, the people will regard 
a3 douceurs any acknowle^ments which a 
monarch's gratitude may prompt him to confer, 
and which an ambassador may most conscien- 
tiously accept, without admitting a thought 
of undue partiality towards the donor. 

The title of count, in Portugal, was given 
by the king to the French and other envoys : 
Sir E. Thornton received the same compli- 
ment, and wid^ it the mor^ substantial benegt 
of a considerable estate in land. Unquestion- 
ably he merited this 8^t the hand of Jqhn VI., 
for he had both t^ken a warm interest, and 
acted a very conspicnous part, in the recent 
evenly which ^ cjosely alSected ti^e monarch,. 
But when it w»s found that, upon the reu^val 
of all previous ^he^h^ on the royal inolination, 
and while th? British *mb^assador opealy 
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assumed the direction of the monatch, who 
looked solely to him for the privilege of 
safely exercising his prerogative, Subserra 
and his satellites Were recalled to pl'ey, aS 
before, on the vitals of their country, the 
inference dra^i^, and the remarks made, w6r6 
Such as could not but be grating to the feel- 
ings of Ehglishtneh, who continually heisird 
them uttered. 

The general knowledge that much per- 
sonal hostility subsisted between the ambas- 
sadol* and his distinguished countryman lately 
in command of the Portugiiese forces, ^ould 
alone have rendered the situation of the foi'- 
mer sufficiently delicate, in undertaking the 
management of the conrt. But the parti- 
eular favour shewn to Sir E. Thoriiton, in 
voluntarily giving him ^hat Vai* crufeUy denied 
to the just claims of deserving indrviduds, 
like those to M^hom I have allndedy afforded 
a pretext for a liitost unfounded e&Iumny : the 
itii^tiation that our minister had adio^prdd 
himself to be bribed into d(n!mitaiide at the' 
designs of a man, whose^ de^ ehmity agiiini^t 
England was no where questioned, and whose 
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bitter hatred of Lord Beresford should have 
put the ambassador more on his guard against 
the mortifying reflection^ naturally arising 
out of his coalition with such a person. 

The increasing perplexity of affairs in 
Portugal, however, induced our government, 
shortly after, to recal Sir W. A'Court from his 
mission to Madrid, and appoint him to that 
of Lisbon. This proved to be a most judi- 
cious choice, for Sir William had given many 
indications of talent and judgment, well suited 
to the intricacies of diplomatic arrangements. 
He had acted as our representative in Naples^ 
at the time when the constitution was there 
proclaimed; and he had passed through those 
trying scenes without in the slightest degree 
compromising his owu character, or that of 
his country. Afterwards, at Madrid, he had 
evidenced the same delicacy and judicious 
prudence, combined with perfect decision of 
conduct ; and now he was fixed upon to un- 
dertake a task, the difficulties of which had 
been accumulating for years, and required a 
masterly hand to unravel. 
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1823—1824. 

Critical Aspect of Affairs in Portugal— Difficult Position of 
the new British Ambassador — He succeeds in obtaining the 
Removal of Subserra from Power — Subsequent Fortunes of 
that unworthy Favorite— Prospect of Amelioration in the 
State of Portugal— Generous Mediation of England between 
Portugal and Brazil— Arrival of Sir Charles Stuart at 
Lisbon— He receives full Powers from the King to treat with 
Brazil, and sails for the Rio— He effects a treaty of Reconci- 
liation very favorable to Portugal — Death of the King^^ 
Character of John VI.— Regency appointed by his Will- 
Succession of his eldest son, Don Pedro, to the Crown of Por- 
tugal — His first Act is to grant to the Kingdom the Constitu- 
tional Charter which still subsists — Sir C Stuart arrives in 
Lisbon, the Bearer of this Charter — Injustice of the Censures 
passed on that Minister for undertaking the Office— Excellence 
of the new Constitution — Don Pedro renounces the Portuguese 
Crown to his infant Daughter, Donna Maria II.— Project for 
the future Marriage of Don Miguel with the young Queen — 
Praiseworthy Self-denial of Don Pedro— Estimate of the 
state of public Feeling in Portugal towards the new Constitu- 
tion, 

Perhaps in the history of nations a spectacle 
so confused and embarrassing as that now 
exhibited, by -Portugal never was beheld by 
a diplomatic eye, whether we regard it with 
reference to its foreign connections or internal 
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situation. Brazil, so lately an humble colony, 
was now exalted into an independent empire, 
and most formidable foe to the mother coun- 
try, to whose throne the Brazilian monarch 
claimed succession. That throne was occu- 
pied by a king nominally absolute, but en- 
tirely subjected to the control of an un- 
principled ministry, and reigning over a 
people who appeared ready to break out into 
open revolt. And that people, among thepi- 
selves, were ripe for a sanguinary contest as 
to the nature of the government which should 
succeed, if they effected the overthrow of the 
one at present established. England, after 
interfering between the king and the sup- 
posed treacherous designs of his son, had 
sanctioned the misconduct of a man whose 
enmity against her knew no bounds ; and by 
thus exciting the jealous resentment of the 
suffering people, had rendered it more diffi- 
cult to maintain her ancient bold on the eon- 
fidence of the Portuguese. 

Our new ambassador dould not but find 
jkis situation one of ei^kisiderable perplesiiie»; 
biii;t the greatest aaDong thnh seemed tar be 
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the neceBsity of retracing the path which his 
predecessor had trod, and of reversing the 
course of policy which he had adopted. I 
believe he soon experienced the impractica- 
bility of effecting any thing advantageous 
with the Portuguese ministry, constituted as 
it then was, under the despotic influence, and 
perfectly subordinate to the will, of Subserra. 
From this man nothing could be expected 
but a continuation of the system of deceit in 
which he had hitherto so deliberately per- 
severed ; and his unlimited power over his 
infatuated sovereign became daily more ap- 
parent. Indeed, to such an extent did it 
arrive, that many supposed the king's abject 
submission must proceed from some dread of 
personal injury from his worthless counsellor. 
This, however, I do not believe to have been 
the ciMie ; for, in reference to the efforts made 
to accomplish his removed, his majesty said, 
"H^w can I be so ungrateful to a man to 
whom I am indebted for my life, my crown, 
and all that I possess ?" 

An instanqe of this unjust and partial con* 
siderfttion of his unwwthy fevcorite's fibelings 
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occurred at Mafra, where there is a palace, the 
greater part of which consists of a convent of 
monks, among whom the king continually 
went to celebrate church festivals. His 
majesty seeing me there, enquired, with his 
usual affability, whether I had ever been 
at Mafra before : my answer was in the 
affirmative; and, I added, that my former 
visit was on the occasion of a f6te given by 
the Duke of Wellington, whilst our armies 
had the honour of defending the lines against 
the enemies of his majesty's crown and king- 
dom, and at a time when I little anticipated 
the happiness of beholding that palace once 
more the peaceful abode of its lawful and 
royal master. This reply, natural as it was, 
seemed to perplex the king strangely: in- 
voluntarily casting a glance towards a door 
near us, which appeared partly open, he very 
abruptly changed the conversation to another 
topic. I had afterwards the curiosity to in- 
quire who occupied the adjoining room during 
this interview, and ascertained that the Count 
of Subserra was there, listening to what 
passed in the royal apartment :-^a fact of 
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which his majesty was Evidently aware. He 
no doubt felt how peculiarly annoying my 
unintentional remark must have been to Sub- 
serra, not only from the circumstance of his 
having figured among the traitors who at that 
period served in the French army against us 
and their country, but because he might 
perhaps think it calculated to remind his 
majesty of his vast debt to England, the 
object of Subserra's deeply-rooted abhorrence, 
and indefatigable ill-offices. 

Deficient^ as the king of Portugal was in 
those qualities which should command re- 
spect and inspire confidence, his character 
yet evinced throughout his life such promi- 
nent features of benevolent kindness, and 
willingness to undergo personal inconve- 
nience for the gratification of others, that 
not to love him was impossible. It was 
under the influence of this prevailing charac- 
teristic, that he continued to give a weekly 
audience to all ranks and classes of his sub* 
jects, even when the heavy pressure of bodily 
infirmities seemed to demand a respite from 
such fatiguing exertion. No petition was 
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unheard: no prayer rejected. He wotild 
sometimes remain for thirteen hours, on the 
appointed day, listening to recitals of griev- 
ancesy of which the greater part were se- 
cretly aimed against Subserra, the petty 
tyrant whose oppression was felt throughout 
the kingdom. But the firm establishment of 
the favorite in the affection of the king, and 
his power of dispensing all that was to be 
had, were too well known for any one to 
venture a direct charge against so potent an 
enemy : so that, in reference to one of these 
audiences, his majesty was heard to exclaim, 
** Why, they tell me my people are dissatis^ 
fied with my minister : I cannot believe it ; 
for of more than seven hundred to whom I 
spoke yesterday, not one uttered a cc»nplaint 
against him." 

These levees for some tiine gave the king 
a powerful hold on the affection of his peofpie: 
the condescending kindness with which he 
received aU persons, his patient attention to 
their requests, and his^ ready pvomises^ to do 
nil in his power for them, sent each away^ 
well satisfied that he had not prefemd his 
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suit in Tain, but had engaged the conaidera- 
tioB of a truly paternal sovereign. These 
hopea» however, were generally found to be 
futile; the evil influence of Subserra pre- 
dominated; and private as well as public 
WBongs ccmtinued unredressed. The gratify- 
ing reception began to be looked upon as a 
mere stratagem to secure popularity ; and all 
that the good king gained by his trouble, was^ 
an increased tendency on the part of the 
people to dissatisfaction and disrespect. 

By the most strenuous and persevering 
efforts, our ambassador at length accom- 
plished the augean task. Whatever might 
have^ been the threats resorted to in order to 
eflfect a change of ministry at the expence of 
Pamplona and^ his party, the Portuguese felt 
most truly grateful for it; and the king, 
although reluctantly acceding, was still an 
important gainer by the measure. For it 
removed from him the pernicious counsels 
of amoa, whosp^^^object it really appeared te 
reiider him unpopular and contemptible, as 
well as unmindful of the serious duties imr 
posed on every monarch by his commanding 
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Station. As it would not be decorous to doubt 
the royal veracity, we must of course believe 
his majesty's assertion, as it appeared in the 
decree which made known this joyfiil news, 
and in which it was expressly mentioned, that 
the C!ount Subserra was dismissed at his oum 
request. How far this declaration is borne 
out by the whole tenor of Subserra's con- 
duct, and his well-known character, the world 
must judge. Certainly, no man ever clung 
to power with more persevering tenacity, nor 
more readily sacrificed on the shrine of inor- 
dinate ambition all that honest men hold 
dear. 

Not, however, to deprive Portugal alto- 
gether of his valuable services, this distin- 
guished patriot was at first appointed am- 
bassador to the English court ; but here his 
assurance failed him: he dared not openly 
venture into a country against which his 
malignity was so well known, and at whose 
court his mal-administration and numberless 
political crimes had excited too much con- 
tempt and indignation to promise him a very 
flattering reception. Accordingly the scene 
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of his future diplomatic exploits, it was sup- 
posed would be shifted to France ; but in this 
quarter also, certain awkward recollections 
intervened to retard his approach to it. 
There were some, perhaps, about that court 
who could have spoken of the time when 
Senhor Pamplona, with very little to recom- 
mend him oh the score of respectability, had 
made himself conspicuous by his ostentatious 
treason against his own sovereign and coun- 
try, and by that profound devotion to the 
Buonapartean dynasty, which had led him. to 
carry arms in the invasion of Portugal : a 
circumstance not promising him much en- 
couragement in the palace of the Bourbon 
monarch. At length it was arranged that 
he should make an essay in Madrid; nor, 
considering the degraded and contemptible 
state to which that court was reduced, had he 
so much cause to shrink from a trial of for- 
tmie there. But so little respect could he 
command even in Madrid, that they sought a 
quarrel with him upon an occasion, almost too 
ludicrously teifiing to detail: as, however, it 
ma.y be the last opportunity of his excel- 
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lency's appearance in this woik, I will re- 
late it. 

At ibB period of time ^niieni notiiing ecmld 
be tolerated in Lisbon that did not r^er to 
tiie poplar form of goTemment, our indus- 
trioty^ and indefatigable artizans, ever carefid 
to recommend the manufectores of England 
by adapting them to tiie prevailing taste of 
Other countries, stamped almost every article 
iftt^ided for Portugal witii the &vorite motto, 
Fiva a cottstUuifM. Among other things, 
they er&i marked the inner surfieu» of the 
brass buttons sent from Birmin^am with 
this inscription; but public fedii^ under- 
went a change, and Fiva a oonsHtm^mli gave 
place to Vwa tl rey : the buttons €f course then 
became unsaleable, and, indeed, treasonable. 
Previous to the departure of Count Subserra 
for the l^panish capital, he ordered a hand- 
s<mie liverf , befitting the appearance which 
he desired to exhibit, for bH his servants. 
The tailor not Imving any buttcms sufficiently 
brilliant fin* the occasion, wait to a vender 
of tiiose articles, and was told that he could 
be supplied with some exactiy suited to hie 
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wish, but that they imfc»rtunately bore tfae 
exploded motto. **That," said the tailor, 
" does not signify ; the inscription is on the 
bax;k of the buttons, and will not be seen t 
besides, the count is going immediately out 
of the kingdom/' The bargain was con* 
eluded, the liveries were furnished, and his 
excellency most innodently conducted to the 
ultra-royalist court of a yery legitimate king» 
some dozens of these revolutionary buttons* 

It unfortunately happens that the words 
in question bear the same signification both 
in Portuguese and Spanish ; and it still more 
disastroui^y fell out, that, by some chance, 
the reverse of one of these buttons came 
nnder the eye of a loyal Spaniard. The 
^fect was electrical ; for nothing less than a 
plot to re-revolutionize the whok Peninsula 
eould be inferred from so alarming a dis- 
covery. Two of the poor fellows who wore 
the Count's livery were seized on by the 
troops about the palace, and nearly mur- 
da^ : while a tremendous outcry was raised 
against the ambassador. " See," it was ex- 
claimed, '^this Portuguese fellow, not con- 

M 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



164 STATE OF PORTUGAL. 

tent with betraying his own country, , and 
misleading his king, has come , here with a 
desperate plan for the overthrow of this 
monarchy. His attendants are all free- 
masons : they bear concealed about them the 
atrocious watch-word of their conspiracies." 

Annoyed at the clamour which assailed 
him — mortified by the looks of suspicion that 
clouded the Spanish court, and proved its 
readiness to entertain the accusation— and 
probably judging that there were many of all 
ranks, in Lisbon who would delight in thus 
involving him, the count sent home one of 
the guilty coats, and commissioned a friend 
to bring the inventors and perpetrators of the 
scheme to condign punishment. But the 
poor tailor succeeded so well in exculpating 
himself from any evil intention, that he 
merely underwent three days confinement in 
prison; while the button-seller, by proving 
that the other was previously acquainted with 
the objectionable character of his goods, en- 
tirely escaped. It caused, however, much 
laughter, at the Count Subserra's expence; 
and:was the means of shewing him on how 
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slight a foundation his credit stood, even 
with those of whose political principles he 
had so long avowed himself the ardent sup- 
porter. His removal from Lisbon was auspi- 
cious alike to the sovereign and the people; 
aad though it is said that his majesty ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction at the insult which he 
considered the court of Spain as having cast 
on his representative, it was impossible that 
he should feel any lasting regret on being 
released from such thraldom. 

Some reasonable prospect now appeared 
of the amelioration of long-standing evils, 
and the improvement of the country, which 
had sunk deeper and deeper into the abyss of 
poverty and despair. The queen's party, 
though severely checked, had continued their 
intrigues ; and the constitutionalists, pretty 
well recovered from their alarm consequent 
on the memorable proceedings of the 30th of 
April, were again beginning to indulge their 
favorite speculations. The army, never, at a 
loss for causes of complaint, and some of 
them really founded in justice, were ripe for 
a change, and certainly most inclined for 
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such as would promote the interests of Don 
Migael, whom they looked upon as a martyr 
to his honourable zeal against a worthless 
faction, and whose banishment they attri- 
buted to the machinations of that cabal. 
Irritated by the violent conduct of the Cortes, 
the young and promising empire of Brazil 
had closed her ports against the commerce of 
Portugal, whose slapping in the Tagus how 
dwindled away almost to nothing. 

Tracing, as we have done, this unhappy 
country through a deepening sea of troubles, 
during a period of seventeen years, and be- 
holding her miseries augment with every 
change that seemed to hold out a hope of 
their alleviation, we now find her arrived at 
that acme of national suffering, beyond 
which there is nothing but dissolution to 
expect. Abroad, beteft of her colonies, 
destitute of commerce, and unable to com- 
mand credit; at home, divided iiito two 
powerful factions, who equally detested and 
despised the existing government as totally 
unfit to lead, and unable to oppose them, 
what expectation could she indulge of escap- 
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ing the stormy conflict, the deluge of blood 
that threatened to ensue from the heated and 
overcharged state of the political atmosphere? 
The crisis could not have passed oyer without 
some more memorable change than had yet 
been experienced; but at this juncture 
England stepped forward, and offered her 
invaluable aid to mediate between Portugal 
and Brazil. 

From the disinterested magnanimity of 
England, Portugal had long known that she 
might expect much, without fear of finding 
those expectations deceived. On this occa^ 
sion she eagerly hailed the hope which 
beamed forth upon her, when it was known 
that an English plenipotentiary was ap^ 
preaching to treat with her king on the sub- 
ject, and to arrange such terms as might be 
most lastingly beneficial to the nation. Sir 
Charles Stuart left England soon after the 
removal of Subserra was announced there: 
he arrived in the Tagus on the 26th of March, 
1825, and his appearance was considered as 
the dawn of a brighter day than Portugal 
'had known for many years. The object of 
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his visit was well defined, and perfectly un- 
derstood. A ftdl recognition of the inde- 
pendence which the Brazilian empire had 
asserted, and would maintain, in despite of 
all the idle protests and impotent threats of 
the mother country, was the basis upon 
which alone a commercial treaty could rest ; 
and without such a treaty, Portugal must 
shortly perish. For, while famine assailed 
her wretched population in a thousand forms, 
civil war would become inevitable, but by the 
application of a speedy remedy for the evils 
that devoured the land. 

Doubtless it was most humiliating for a 
kingdom, once so commandingly situated, to 
sue in terms of conciliation for a renewal of 
intercourse with her once oppressed and des- 
pised colonists. But the relative position of 
the two hemispheres had been politically 
reversed as concerned those countries; and 
while the vassals were in a condition to grant 
boons to their former lords, the son saw his 
father compelled to at least a virtual acknow- 
ledgment of dependence on his favourable 
disposition. John VI. reigned nominally as 
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an absolute king over a nation, who set at 
nought his authority and despised his person : 
where, for one in whom he could confide as 
a faithful defender of his throne, he might 
number hundreds prepared to wrest it from 
him, and then to turn against each other in 
fierce conflict over the form of government 
Aat should succeed his imbecile &way. His 
son Pedro had accepted an imperial title and 
crown, guarded in the most jealous mmmet 
from all appearance of despotic power; yet 
he governed an united and attached people, 
and after a short but severe struggle found 
himself and his empire securely delivered 
from any attempt to reduce either again to 
subjection. And, lastly, he had the happi- 
ness of finding all his projects for the public 
weal crowned with a ready acquiescence on 
the part of his free subjects. The immense 
distance which separated the two countries, 
and the impoverished and divided state of 
Portugal, without a navy, and without an 
ally who would countenance so wild an enter- 
prize, rendered the continued assumption of 
verbal command over a people whom she 
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could not reach perfectly ridiculous ; while the 
forcible exclusion of her trading vessels from 
the ports which were once her own, was no 
less mortifying than ruinous. 

It was worthy of England to be foremost 
among European powers in recognizing the 
independence of a people who had quietly 
freed themselves from a most grievous yoke ; 
and who, instead of committing any hostile 
aggression against the heir of the house of 
Braganza (a prisoner in their power), had 
respectfully invited him to become their 
monarch, after his father had voluntarily 
deserted the seat of government. It was 
worthy too of England, to silence all the 
narrow-minded suggestions of selfish policy, 
and, disdaining to promote her own interests 
at the expence of her old and unfortunate ally, 
to tender such counsel, and proffer such as- 
sistance, as should materially benefit both 
parties ; conceding to the new empire that 
recognition which must exist in fact, though 
it might childishly be denied in words, and 
obtaining in return, by her own influence^ the 
most important and lasting advantages to the 
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country whose cause she had so powerfully ad- 
vocated with the sword, and now again upheld 
with the arm of her commercial superiority. 
One long series of generous open-hearted 
beneficence had characterized the conduct of 
our country towards Portugal; our treasure 
and our blood had freely flowed in her behalf; 
and the vessel that now bore our envoy to- 
wards the shores of Lisbon, came, as the 
British flag had ever come, the harbinger of 
consolation, and the parent of reviving hope. 

When Sir Charles Stuart arrived, the king 
was at Mafra, chaunting with the monks; 
and by remaining there for some time longer, 
he gave rise to apprehensions that he was 
lukewarm in the business. But for this ap- 
parent backwardness he afterwards atoned, 
by offering to Sir Charles Stuart such powers 
as he could not accept without more parti- 
cular instructions from his own government. 
It cannot be supposed that the king was 
really indifferent, at a juncture when the fate 
of Portugal was about to be decided; and 
Sir C. Stuart having, as it is believed, 
obtained permission from the British govern- 
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ment to act as the representative of his Por- 
tuguese majesty, to the utmost extent of his 
wishes, he was invested by the king with the 
fullest authority. He sailed for Brazil, ac- 
companied by the prayer^ of all who were 
interested in the state of the kingdom, and 
who, in the success of his mission, anti- 
cipated the only amelioration that her suflfer- 
ings were capable of receiving. 

The terms which Sir C. Stuart obtained, 
were very favourable for Portugal, in a com- 
mercial point of view: they were such as 
might be expected from the disinterested 
motives that actuated England in her medi- 
ation; while the manner in which the suc- 
cession to the throne was settled, prevented 
a more wretched scene from occurring in Por- 
tugal immediately on the king's death, than 
had ever before appalled that devoted coimtry. 
With regard to this succession, it has been 
urged that, as the separation of Brazil from the 
mother-country took place during the life of 
the late king, whose heir had taken posses- 
sion de facto of that crown, the natural right 
to succeed in Portugal was forfeited by the 
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deed of rebellion ; and that consequently, 
upon the king's demise, his second son be- 
came the rightful claimant of his European 
dominions. But they who thus argue appear 
to forget that, even admitting the emperor of 
Brazil to have forfeited his title to reign in 
Portugal, yet by the laws of that monarchy, 
from its first foundation, the right of his chil- 
dren to the succession would be in no wise 
affected. Their father, by his own act, might 
bar his own claim, but could not disinherit 
them. This principle, which certainly has its 
origin in justice, is fully recognized as an im- 
portant part of the legal code in Portugal ; 
and while it continues in force, the younger 
branches of the late king's family could only 
advance a plea of hereditary right in default 
of such issue in the elder line. 

I believe his majesty was desirous to pre- 
vent the crown, from passing to his second 
son on his decease, which he appeared to be 
sensible was near at hand; and considering 
into what excesses the infante had been led, 
when following up the sudden blow struck 
under his direction in 1824, it must.be ac- 
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knoiniedged that the apprehension of his again 
dooming so many victims to destruction jus- 
tified the king's anxiety. At least it was 
evident, that only by confirming the succes- 
sion formally in the family of the anperor, 
Don Pedro, could Portugal have expected to 
accomplish the commercial treaty which was 
so happily concluded. By its advantageous 
terms, a heavy debt has already been paid 
off, which was calculated to embarrass se- 
riously any new regent who might be ap- 
pointed; and the Brazilian ports have been 
re-opened to the Portuguese produce and 
shipping, the continued exclusion of which 
must have entailed certain ruin on any go-* 
vemment which could have been appointed 
in the kingdom. The following copy of the 
treaty between the emperor of Brazil and 
king of Portugal, will shew on what basis 
the agreements were made to rest. 

TREATY, &c. 

''In the name of the Most Holy and 

Indivisible Trinity. 
'VHis most faithful majesty having con- 
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stantly in his royal nuad liie most lively 
desire to re-establish peace, friendship, and 
good harmony between sister nations, whom 
the most sacred ties ought to conciliate and 
nnite in perpetual alliance, in order to accom-* 
plish these important ends, to conduce to 
general prosperity, and to secure the political 
existence and the future destinies of Portugal, 
as well as those of Brazil; and desiring at 
cmce to renounce every obstacle that might 
impede the said alliance, concord, and hap- 
piness of both states, by his diploma of the 
13th of May of the current year recognizes 
Brazil to hold the name of an empire, inde- 
p^ident of, and separate from, the kingdom 
of Portugal and Algarve, and ackiu)wledges 
his best bdoved and esteemed son, Don 
Pedro, as emperor, yidlding and transferring, 
of his own free will, the sovereignty of the 
aforesaid empiie to his aforesaid son and his 
legitimate successors, only taking and re- 
serving for his own person the same title. 
And these august lords, accepting the media- 
tion of his Britannic majesty to adjust all 
pfeliainary questions Hoarding the s^mra- 
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tion of the two states, have named plenipo- 
tiaries : to wit, his imperial majesty names the 
most illustrious and most excellent Luiz Joze 
de Carvalho e Mello, of the council of state, 
dignitary of the imperial order of the Southern 
Cross, commander of the orders of Christ and 
of the Conception, and minister and secretary 
of state for foreign affairs; also the most 
illustrious and most excellent baron de Santo 
Amaro, grandee of the empire, of the council 
of state, gentleman of the imperial chamber, 
dignitary of the imperial order of the Southern 
Cross, and commander of the orders of Christ, 
and of the Tower and Sword ; and also the 
most illustrious and most excellent Francisco 
Villela Barboza, of the council of state, grand 
cross of the imperial order of the Southern 
Cross, knight of the order of Christ, colonel 
of the imperial corps of engineers, minister 
and secretary of state for the naval depart- 
ment, and inspector general of the marine. 
His most faithful majesty names the right hon. 
his excellency sir Charles Stuart, privy coun- 
sellor of his Britannic Majesty, grand cross of 
the order of the Tower and Sword, and of the 
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Bath ; and full powers haying been presented 
and exchanged, they have agreed, in con- 
formity with the principle laid down in the 
preamble, that the present treaty should be 
framed. 

"Art. 1. His most faithful majesty recog- 
nizes Brazil to hold the rank of an empire, 
independent of, and separate from, the king- 
doms of Portugal and Algarve, and acknow- 
ledges his best beloved and esteemed son, 
Don Pedro, as emperor, yielding and trans- 
ferring, of his own free will, the sovereignty 
of the said empire to his said son, and his 
legitimate successor, his most faithful ma- 
jesty only taking and reserving the same 
title for his own person. 

"2. His imperial majesty, as an acknow- 
ledgement of respect and affection for his 
august father and lord, Don John VI., agrees 
that his most faithful majesty shall in his 
own person assume the title of emperor. 

"3. His imperial majesty promises not 
to accept the proposals of any Portuguese 
colonies whatever, to unite themselves with 
Brazil. 

N 
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''4. Henceforth there shall be peace and 
alliance, and the most perfect friaidship, be- 
tween the empire of BrazU, and the kiQgdoms 
of Portugal and Algarve, with complete obli- 
vion of the past dissentions between the 
respective nations. 

"5.. The subjects of both nations, Bra- 
zilians and Portuguese, shall be considered in 
the respective states as those of the most 
favoured and frigidly nations, and their rights 
and property shall be religiously guarded 
and protected ; it being understood that the 
owners of real estates shall be maintained in 
the peaceable possession of such estates. 

" 6. All property, whether real, personal, 
or moveable, sequestered or confiscated, and 
belonging to the subjects of the two sove- 
reigns of Brazil and Portugal, shall be fortixr 
with restored, together with their arrears, 
deducting the expences of the administration 
thereof: or their proprietors shall be indem- 
nified according to the rules laid down in the 
eighth article. 

" 7. All ships and cargoes captured, be-, 
longing to the subjects of both sovereigns, 
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shall be in like maimer restored, or their 
owners indemnified. 

" 8.. A commission named by both govern- 
ments, composed of an equal number of Bra- 
zilians and Portuguese, and established when 
the respective governments shall judge most 
expedient, shall be charged to examine the 
matters treated of in the 6th and 7th articles ; 
it being understood that claims must be made 
in the space of one year from the formation 
of the commission; and in the case of a divi- 
sion of opinions, and equality of votes, they 
shall be decided by the representative of the 
sovereign mediator; both the governments 
shall point out the funds from which the first 
liquidated claims are to be paid. 

" 9. All public claims between the govern- 
ments shall bie reciprocally made and decided, 
either by the restitution of the article claimed^ 
or by an indemnification for their full value. 
For adjusting these claims, both the high con- 
tracting parties shall agree to make a direct 
and especial convention. 

" 10. From henceforward the common civil 
relations of the Brazilian and Portuguese na- 
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tions shall be re-established, paying recipro- 
cally on all merchandize 15 per cent, as du- 
ties on consumption provisionally, the duties 
on trans-shipment and re-exportation remain- 
ing in the same form as was practised pre- 
vious to the separation. 

"11. The reciprocal exchange of the noti- 
fication of the present treaty shall be made 
in the city of Lisbon, within the space of five 
months, or less if possible, reckoning from 
the date of the signature of the present 
treaty. In testimony whereof, we, the under- 
signed plenipotentiaries of his imperial ma- 
jesty, and of his most faithful majesty, by 
virtue of our respective full powers^ sign this 
present treaty with our hands, and affix there- 
unto the seal of our arms. 

"Done in the city of Rio de Janeiro, on 
the 29th of August, 1825. 
(Signed) 

"Charles Stuart. 

" Luiz JozE DE Carvalho e Mello. 

"BAron de Santo Amaro. 

"Francisco Villela Barboza. 
" Published at Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 7." 
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The following additional convention was 
afterwards agreed to by the contracting 
parties. 

"It having been established by the 9th 
article of the treaty of peace and alliance be- 
tween Portugal and Brazil, signed this day, 
that the public claims between the govern- 
ments shall be reciprocally received and de- 
cided either by the restitution of the article 
claimed, or by an indemnification for. their 
full value, and agreeing that for the adjust-, 
ment of these claims both the high contracting 
parties shall make a direct and especial con- 
vention ; and considering since that the best 
method of terminating this question will be 
now to fix and settle a certain sum, doing 
away with the right of both governments to 
make reciprocal and ulterior claims, the un- 
dersigned sir C Stuart, &c. plenipotentiary of 
his most faithful majesty the king of Por- 
tugal, and the most illustrious and most ex- 
cellent Luiz Joze de Carvalho e Mello, &c., 
the most illustrious and most excellent baron 
de Santo Amaro, &c., and the most illustrious 
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and most excellent Francisco Villela Barboza, 
&c., plenipotentiaries of his majesty the em- 
peror of Brazil, through the mediation of his 
Britannic Majesty, have agreed, in virtue of 
their respective full powers, to the following 
articles. 

" Art: 1. His imperial majesty agrees, at 
sight of the claims presented from govern- 
ment to government, to give to that of Por- 
tugal the sum of two millions of pounds 
sterling ; this* smn annulling every other 
claim, and also all right of indemnifications 
of this nature. 

*^2. For the payment of this sum, his 
imperial majesty takes upon the treasury of 
Brazil the loan which Portugal contracted in 
London in the month of October, 1823, pay- 
ing the remainder to make up the said two 
millions sterling in the space of one year, in 
quarterly payments, after the ratification and 
publication of the present convention. 

" 3. From the rule established by the first 
article of this convention, are excepted the 
reciprocal claims for transport of troops, and 
expences incurred with the said troops. For 
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the liquidation of these claims there will bex 
a mixed commission, formed and regulated hi 
the same manner as that established by the 
8th article of the treaty aboYe mentioned. 

" 4. The present convention shall be rati- 
fied, and mutual exchange of ratifications 
made, in the city of lii^bon, within the sj^ace 
of five months, or sooner if possible. 

" In witness whereof, we, the undersigned 
plenipotentiaries of his majesty the king of 
Portugal and Algarve, and his majesty the 
emperor of Brazil, in virtue of our respective 
full powers, sign the present convention and 
affix our seals, 

** Done at Rio de Janeiro, on the 29th of 
August, 1826." 

(Signed as before.) 

It will be remarked that Don Pedro con- 
ceded to his father the privilege of also bear- 
ing the title of emperor of Brazil ; a mere 
nominal distinction, but well calculated to 
soothe the feelings of the poor old king, who 
was thus permitted to retain a shadow while 
irrevocably relinquishing all claim to the sub- 
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Stance. His enjoyment of this honour was 
very short, for he only assumed it about four 
months previous to his death. 

On the 10th of March, 1826, kmg John 
closed together a life and a reign, of which 
it would be difficult to say what enjoyment 
he could have derived from either. In his 
person, and in his kingdom, he appeared 
marked for calamities, as various as they 
were heavy. Had he possessed discrimina- 
tion of character to select wise and faithful 
cotmsellors, such were the pliancy and humi- 
lity of his disposition, that even while invested 
with the most absolute power he would have 
been the father and the benefactor of his sub- 
jects. He erred in this important point, and 
Portugal yet groans under the effects of his 
error. 

John VI., king of Portugal and emperor 
of Brazil, was bom May 13th, 1767. In the 
year 1792 he first assumed the reins of go- 
vernment, acting as regent in the name of 
the queen his mother, who was afflicted with 
mental derangement. At her death, in 1817, 
he succeeded her on the throne, and was 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF PORTUGAL. 185 

crowned at Rio de Janeiro, then the seat of 
goyemment. Much as the Portuguese nation 
had suffered during his short but eventful 
reign, and many as were the complaints, not 
ill-founded, of mis-management and mal-ad- 
ministration under his authority, his death 
had been anticipated with sentiments of deep 
alarm. The general apprehension among all 
ranks had been, that immediately on its oc- 
currence a frightful explosion of party feeling 
would ensue; and that a fierce conflict be- 
tween two formidable factions, each grasping 
at power, would deluge the whole land with 
the blood of its inhabitants. No person en- 
tertained more lively fears of such a catas- 
trophe than the king himself; and how to 
avert this scourge from his people had 
formed the chief study of his closing days. 
A very short time previous to his decease, he 
had caused the following declaration of his 
wishes respecting the administration of affairs 
to be drawn up. 

" Department of the Minister of the 
Interior. 
" His majesty the emperor and king, our 
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sovereign, unwearied in his paternal cares for 
the goyemment of his beloved people, and 
in order to remove every thing which might 
affect their tranquillity and secimty, attend- 
ing to these important cares, even in the 
midst of the pains and sufferings wherewith 
Divine Providence is pleased to afflict him, 
in the illness under which he is now labour- 
ing, has been pleased to issue the following 
decree. 

" It being advisable to provide for the 
government of these kingdoms and dominions 
during the illness under which I am now 
suffering — that the suspension of affairs, 
even though short, may not cause them to 
accumulate, so that it will be afterwards more 
difficult to dispatch them — I am pleased to 
charge with the government, the infanta 
Donna Isabella Maria, my beloved daughter, 
together with the counsellors of state, the 
cardinal patriarch elect, duke of Cadaval, 
marquis Yallada, conde dos.Arcos, and the 
xounsellor^ minister, and secretary 6f states 
in each of the respective departments of the 
^secretaries of ^tate. All matters are to be 
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decided by the majority of the votes, that of 
the infanta being always decisive in case of 
equality ; all of whom will, I hope, adminis- 
ter justice to my faithful subjects, and will 
act in all things with the prudence that I 
desire ; and this my imperial and royal deter- 
mination shall serve also in case that God 
should be pleased to call me to his glory, 
till the legitimate heir and successor to this 
crown shall have given his orders in this 
respect. And that this my imperial and 
royal determination may be carried into 
efiect, I order," &c. &c- &c- 

In this last official act of the king it has 
been remarked, that ^^ the legitimate heir and 
successor to this crown" of Portugal, is not 
mentioned by name, nor pointed out by any 
particular indication; but this, so far from 
arguing any thing of indecision on that sub- 
ject, appears well calculated to prove that 
his majesty entertained no thought of altering 
the natural and usual order of inheritance,, 
by which the eldest son is expected to occupy 
his father's place. 

The king's death, and the succession of 
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her favorite Pedro to the throne, again re- 
vived the sanguine hopes of the queen and 
her party; but their short-lived exultation 
received a fatal blow when sir Charles Stuart, 
in the British frigate Phaeton, once more 
entered the mouth of the Tagus, the bearer 
of a constitutional charter, granted to Por- 
tugal by the emperor Don Pedro ; as un- 
doubted inheritor of the dominions claimed 
by the house of Braganza in the old world. 

In charging himself with the delivery of 
this valuable instrument of Portuguese free- 
dom, sir Charles Stuart appeared a second 
time in the kingdom as its deliverer. But 
this voluntary act of beneficence was ha- 
zarded at some cost to himself; and it seems 
to have exposed him to very unmerited cen- 
sure. On the objections which have been 
taken to the propriety of his having made 
himself the bearer of this charter, I cannot, 
in this place, refrain from ofiering a few ob- 
servations. It is allowed that sir Charles 
received full powers to negociate for Por- 
tugal, as the confidential agent of her govern- 
ment, sanctioned in that capacity by his own. 
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Now, if sit Charles found that he could 
succeed in gaining from Don Pedro, recog- 
nized as her future sovereign, a more ines- 
timable advantage than she dared to hope, 
and one of which successive generations 
might reap the increasing fruits, is there any 
Englishman so devoid of English benevolence 
and English spirit, as to wish that his coun- 
tryman had confined himself within the 
letter of his actual instructions, (supposing 
them so circumscribed as to admit none but 
commercial regulations,) and had coldly re- 
jected the opportunity of conferring an in- 
calculable benefit upon this hitherto unfor- 
tunate country? 

I hope there are few of those narrow- 
minded calculators among Britons; and sir 
Charles, in refusing to rest satisfied with a 
few commercial concessions, where he saw 
a facility for securing to Portugal a much 
more important boon, cannot fail to have 
won, as he has deserved, the applause of all 
who love freedom, and venerate justice. 
Vanity, and an inclination to court popu- 
larity among the Brazilians, may have been 
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the inducement of the emperor Don Pedro 
to oflTer Portugal a constitution ; and if it be 
admitted that sir Charles Stuart did right 
in availing himself of this occasion to obtain 
the grant of a charter so valuable to our 
ancient ally, surely it is peurile to censure 
him for being personally the bearer of it. 
This able negociator had done much to attain 
the object of his benevolent wishes; and who 
would deny him the recompense that he 
reaped, when, nearing the coast of Portugal, 
he could look upon his precious gift, and 
rejoice that he was bringing a most unex- 
pected and efficacious balsam for the wounds 
that excited the compassion of his country, 
and wrought on it to send him forth on an 
embassy of mercy. 

It was on the 29th of April, 1826, that 
Don Pedro granted the existing constitutional 
charter. Formed as that instrument is on 
the best models that limited monarchies can 
furnish, and peculiarly adapted to meet the 
ills imder which Portugal has suffered so 
cruelly, it ought to be a bond of union among 
all parties, and to attach them, by a general 
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feeling: of gratitude, to those through whom 
this boon was conferred. It will be se^i that 
the situation of the emperor, at the period of 
his father's death, must have been one of 
no inconsiderable embarrassment. For, while 
already in quiet possession of the Brazilian 
throne, he became likewise sovereign of Por* 
tugal ; and the very basis of the treaty so 
recently concluded, was a separation between 
those two countries, of so complete a nature 
as seemed to render it impossible for one 
monarch to imite them under his sway. Pro- 
nounced by the concurrent voices of the 
general law of nations, and by his father's 
express sanction, the indisputable successor 
to the throne of his ancestors ; while, by the 
election of a free people, he likewise held 
that of the newly-formed empire, it remained 
for him to relinquish, at his option, the one 
or the other. I have already remarked that 
he had no power to bar the hereditary rights 
of his children; and he appears to have paid 
as equitable an attention to their prospective 
interests as the case allowed, in retaining for 
himself and his son the trans-atlantic sove*^ 
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reignty, while he abdicated the European 
throne in favour of his infant daughter. Fol- 
lowing as closely as he could the path 
marked out by his late father, he confirmed 
the regency as settled by him; and he no 
doubt thought he was cementing, in the 
surest manner, the long contending parties 
in Portugal, when, in order to admit his 
brother Don Miguel to a participation in 
the sovereignty of the kingdom — to which 
that young prince had, perhaps, in justice, 
strong claims, though not in right — ^he pro- 
mised him the lawful heiress in marriage. 

It is difficult to assign any reasonable 
ground for censure in this arrangement: 
unless, as some fear, it may prove to have 
been the emperor's intention to exclude Don 
Miguel from the regency until the consumma- 
tion of his marriage. On the 30th of April, 
1826, the following decree was issued at Rio 
de Janeiro, with reference to Portugal. 

" The meeting of the general Cortes being 
necessary, I think it proper to order that the 
election of the deputies may be proceeded 
with, in conformity with chapter 5, title 4, 
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of the constitutional charter which I have 
decreed, and to which I have ordered the 
oaths to be taken in the said kingdom, leav- 
ing it to the regency for this purpose to give 
the necessary instruction. The said regency 
will thus understand it, and cause it to be 
executed." Signed by the emperor, as king 
of Portugal. 

Then follows a decree for the creation of 
peers of the kingdom: viz. two dukes, 
twenty-six marquises, forty-two counts, two 
viscounts, one cardinal patriarch, four arch- 
bishops, fourteen bishops. Two other decrees 
were also promulgated : one naming the duke 
de Cadaval president of the chamber of 
peers; and the other nominating the cardinal 
patriarch vice-president. To all these was 
added another decree, in which his imperial 
majesty states, that, wishing to promote and 
consolidate the prosperity of Portugal and 
Algarve, be authorizes the regency to cause 
the convocation and installation of the gene- 
ral Cortes, without waiting for the period 
fixed by title 4th, chapter 1st, article 18th of 
the constitutional charter which he has 
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Adcreed and given, and to which he desires 
the oath of adhesion may be taken in the 
said kingdom. 

Energy, promptitude, and decision, are 
eminently apparent in the measures adopted 
by this young monarch for the dispatch of 
important business, while preparing to effect 
at the same time his own plan of a complete 
renunciation of that thrcme, which had been 
so long held by his ancestors. His resolu- 
tion to this efl^t was communicated to the 
Brazilian empire, on the opening of their 
national assenbly, on the 6th of May, 1826, 
in a speech by the emperor, of which the 
following is an extract 

'' The independency of Brazil was reo<^- 
nized by my august father, Don John VI., 
on the 15th of November, last yi^r ; and 
subsequently by Austria, Sweden, and 
France: having long before heesa acknow- 
ledged by the United States of America* 

" On the 24th of April, the anniversary of 
the ^nbarkation of my fadi^, Don John VI., 
for Portugal, I received the unhappy and 
wiexpected tidings of his death: severe 
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grief filled my heart ; but die couise whick 
I had to follow, on finding mysedf, when I 
feast expected it, legitimate king of Portugal 
and Algarve, and their depend^cies, sud'- 
denly presented itself to me. Now griefs 
now duty, occupied my mind ; but I con- 
sidered the interest of Brazil, and remem- 
bered my word: I resolved to maintain my 
honour : and I reflected that I ought to make 
Portugal happy, and that not to do so would 
be disgraceful. I was plunged in the heaviest 
affliction, while seeking means to insure the 
happiness of Portugr ' without injuring 
Brazil ; and so to separate them that they 
should never again be united. 

"I confirmed to Portugal the regency 
appointed by my father ; I gave a constitu- 
tion; I abdicated, and ceded all my indis- 
putable rights over the crown of Portugal; 
and the sovereignty of that kingdom, to my 
beloved daughter. Donna Maria de Gloria^ 
now queoi of Portugal, under the title of 
Donna Maria II. Brazilians, hitherto in- 
ciedulous, may now know, (as they ought to 
have known before,) that the interest of 
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Brazil, and the love of its independence, 
possess such weight with me, that I have 
abdicated the crown of the Portuguese mo- 
narchy, which was mine by indisputable 
right, merely because hereafter something 
might arise to prejudice the interests of 
Brazil, of which I am the perpetual de- 
fender/' 

That the emperor was really, in a great 
measure, influenced by the motives which he 
assigns, it is but fair to admit, so far as a 
judgment can be formed at this distance; 
and reflection may tend to give additional 
weight to his assertions. I have endeavoured 
to do justice to the infante's natural charac- 
ter, and to the impulse which actuated him 
. in the early stages of his proceedings ; but 
it cannot be disputed that he was very much 
under the dominion of a party to whom the 
new charter would be an object of indignant 
rejection. For it was calculated to curb their 
powers of oppression; and it invested with 
a degree of respectable independence, the 
vast numbers whom they had hitherto re- 
garded it as their privilege to spoil and to 
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trample upon. That the late king considered 
a charter necessary to the welfare of the 
people, and believed it to be the object of 
their wishes, is clearly evident from the general 
purport of his proclamations. That issued 
from Villa Franca on the 31st of May, 1823, 
is particularly strong and explicit upon the 
subject; and after the suppression of Don 
Miguel's attempt in 1824, another was pub- 
lished, in which his majesty directed a speedy 
restoration of the ancient Portuguese consti- 
tution: promising that an assembly of the 
Cortes should shortly be summoned. 

That his designs were not carried into 
eflfect, must be attributed solely to the over- 
powering influence of Subserra, with whom 
the French ambassador united his efforts to 
prevent it. Yet, on a recent occasion, this 
very minister, Hyde de Neuville, was prat- 
tling in the chamber of deputies in France, 
to prove that the non-performance of the 
promise then given might be attributed to 
English interference. It is, on the contrary, 
most certain that our ambassador, sir £. 
Thornton, ultimately did all in his power to. 
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promote the grant of a charter, but failed ; 
and perhaps on his success depended his 
remaining in lisbcm as minister. It is also 
certain that, in opposing it, the Fr^ich euToy 
did no more than fulfil his duty to his own 
country: for he was perfectly well aware 
that such an act would be followed up by a 
declaration of opinions, relative to the inter- 
ference of a foreign power in Spain, that 
might place France in a situation of which 
she is already beginning to feel the unplea* 
santness. 

I have been induced to make thase re-* 
marks, because I know that in England a 
very erroneous view is taken of the whole 
subject : it is here supposed that a great ma- 
jority of the Portuguese nation is decidedly 
hostile to the present charter, or to any 
moderate, form of government, that checks, 
without rendering nugatory, the royal pre- 
rogatives. The fact is, certainly, that the 
numbar of those who would from, choice 
fidopt a reasonable and sensible constitution, 
like that given by Don Pedro, is not so great 
as the numbers of the two other parties com- 
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bined, into which the dountry is generally 
divided. Of these factions, one, which hai 
diminished to a small body, still cleaves to 
the old despotic form of govemment, and 
would prefer a king perfectly absdbte, with 
an ascendant priesthood, and all the daik 
bigotry of fermer ages: the other deeired 
only a return of anarchy, and of all the 
licentiousness which, under the prostituted 
name of liberty, was practised during tib^ 
reign of the Cortes of 1820. But these two 
parties, violently as they are opposed to each 
other, would sooner meet on neutral ground, 
than that either should behold the other 
triumphant; and the old constitutionalists, 
seeing the impracticability of restoring their 
favorite system of jacobinism, and feeling 
that any Ihing short of despotism is desirable, 
are tcrterably ready to coalesce with the few 
sensible men who see the superiority of the 
present charter. 

We may add- to this number, among the 
favorers of the new constitution, some who 
are generally looked upon as necessarily at- 
tached to unlimited monarchy, the headi^ of 
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the church, the peers, their numerous re- 
tainers, with many others of less importance 
in the public eye. It will even be found that 
men are ready to yield the prejudices of edu- 
cation, and pre-conceived opinions, when 
they are fully convinced that their own in- 
dividual interests must be materially pro- 
moted by departing from them; and such 
abandonment of ancient political dogmas we 
may anticipate in the present case. From 
the provisions of this charter, all these classes 
are likely to derive benefit, although perhaps 
not exactly in the mode by which some would 
have chosen for themselves. The clergy, no 
longer forming a separate chamber, will 
nevertheless command a great and permanent 
degree of interest, by means of their principal 
heads, who, like our bishops, enjoy the pri- 
vilege of sitting in the upper chamber, and 
voting among the peers, with whom their 
superioriiy of education, as well as the de- 
ference paid to their spiritual authority, will 
always give them great weight. 

. The nobility, on their part, will fijid that 
pre-eminence in their country's counsels as- 
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signed to them as their birthright, which only 
the most intriguing and undeserving among 
them could before acquire by court favour. 
Upon the discovery that their children, on 
succeeding to this honourable station, will be 
distinguished and respected according to their 
abilities, they will be stimulated to new efforts 
in the work of education ; this example will 
doubtless be followed by the country gentle- 
men, who will covet for their sons the honour 
of shining in the national senate; and by 
degrees other classes will enter into this spirit 
of honest emulation, until Portugal shall be 
rescued from the ignorance . and barbarism 
that now disgrace her. 

But there are some whose interests forbid 
them to contemplate such a prospect without 
alarm ; and others who deem it fraught wiih 
peril to the people. A general opinion seems 
to prevail in England, that all, or by far the 
greater number, among the Roman Catholic 
priesthood, are crafty, designing, and hypo- 
critical, making a merchandise of the people's 
souls by assuming a character, of the fallacy 
of which they are themselves perfectly con- 
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scious. This, I can positively assert, is not 
the case. It is true that such description 
may apply, almost without exception, to the 
better educated and more learned of that 
body ; they certainly despise the dupes whom 
they make, and laugh at the system of decep- 
tion by which their powOT is maintained and 
supported. Living, too generally, in the 
practice of every thing that the precepts of 
Christianity condemn, it is impossible that 
their religion should be sincere ; nor can they 
look otherwise than with feelings of ridicule 
upon those qbservances which they teach 
their flocks to regard as necessary to salva- 
tion, and sufficient for it, but which they 
know to be the fruit of their own fraudulent 
devices. I could enumerate many instances 
of the most extravagant absurdities being, 
within my own personal observation, effected, 
as if by miracle, and, by the actors in them 
converted into a very j^ofltable specidation ; 
both as regarded the increase of their autho- 
rity and of their revenues. 

But still I must maintain that lim cha- 
racter is far from admitting an universal ap- 
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plication. There d.re numbers df Roman Ca* 
tholic clergy, who themselves firmly believe 
all they teach, with the same faith as they 
require from their flocks. These are men of 
no education whatever, taken from among the 
very lowest orders of poor tradesmen and 
petty farmers ; acquainted with just so much 
Latin as enables them to pronounce the words 
contained in their breviaries, and devoutly 
crediting the most preposterous legends and 
unmeaning miracles, on which they are bound 
to descant before the people. Some humble 
mechanic or countryman may have rendered 
a service to his priest, or otherwise engaged 
his good will, and he in return will perhapi^ 
select one from the poor man's numerous 
family, and say, "send him to me, I will 
teach him his breviary." This is easily done; 
the lad then finds no difficulty in getting ad* 
mitted into orders; and from the stall of a 
cobbler, or from the tail of a plough, he is at 
once elevated to officiate at the altar, which 
he has been taught from infancy to reverence^ 
and to declaim from the pulpit, whence he 
is assured that nothing but the truth can be 
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taught ; convinced of his church's infallibility, 
he gives implicit faith to all which she as- 
serts ; and he supposes himself endowed with 
miraculous powers, in virtue of the garb he 
wears. His untaught mind cannot penetrate 
the artifices by which the sway of his church 
is upheld; she denies him all access to the 
Bible, in the only language he understands, 
and he is therefore shut out from discovering 
how far she is removed from the purity of her 
original faith. 

Thus, while the learned and wily among 
the superior clergy dread all interference that 
would bring into action the reasoning facul- 
ties of their deluded subjects, and enable 
them to judge for themselves, to the great 
peril of their teachers' supremacy ; the sim- 
ple ignorant monk, and the unlearned parish 
priest, regard with horror that impending 
torrent of heresy and schism, which, as they 
are told, will rush in simultaneously with the 
tide of political innovation, to overwhelm 
their flocks, and endanger their souls, by 
subverting the authority of their infallible 
church. Nor can it be supposed that, upon 
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grosser principles of self-interest, they are 
insensible to the dread of seeing all those 
worldly advantages diminished, which they 
so amply possess. I have known njien of 
this class, respecting whom it might almost 
be said that, with them, bigotry was a virtue, 
and persecution a principle ; and however we 
may lament the existence of such error, and 
compassionate those whom it misleads, we 
must not confound, in a general censure, the 
contrivers and abettors of a deceptive system 
with those who, receiving it as the truth, 
labour conscientiously for its diffusion and 
support. Still, for the various reasons I have 
mentioned, the Roman Catholic priesthood, as 
such, are, and must be, hostile to any poli- 
tical system which holds out the only certain 
promise of permanent advantage to the na- 
tion ; and we have already seen, in the over- 
throw of the first Cortes, how extensively 
they can influence the public mind. 
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1826. 

Wisdom of the Plan devised by the Emperor Don Pedro^ for the 
Settlement of the Portuguese Crown-^The whole Arrangemsnt 
sufficiently favorable to the Infante Don Miguel— -Ready Sub- 
missioH of that Prince to its Provisions — Correspondence 
between him and the Infanta Regent — He explicitly disclaims 
all Participation in the Designs of the absolute Faction — 
Apparent Sincerity of his Protestations ^Tke public Tran- 
guilhty still endangered, by the turbulent Ambition of the 
Marquis of Chaves and the absolute Faction ; by the Diseon" 
tents of the Army ; and by the secret Hostility of the Spmni»h 
Government — Insidious Practices of the Faction upon the 
popular Credndity^^ Disaffection of the lower Clergy to the 
Charter — Ceremony of swearing to the New Constitution^ 
Several Regiments refuse the Oaths, declare against the Re- 
gency, and desert into Spain-^Insurrection under the Mar- 
quisses of Chaves and Abr antes, who proclaim Don Miguel 
King — Vigorous Precautious of the Regency— Marines landed 
from the British Fleet to giiard the Person of the Infanta 
Regent— Operations of the Insurgents^Their Repulse and 
Retreat into Spatn-^Concentration of their Force on the 
Frontiers —Support evidently rendered to them by the Court 
of Madrid, and falsely disavowed by Ferdinand VIL 

The arrangements conducted by the emperor 
Don Pedro, for the settlement of the Portu-. 
guese crown, appear to have been adopted 
upon much deliberation, and with an earnest 
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solicitude to provide against erery eontia- 
gency that could be foreseen. His own ab- 
dicatk)n in favour of his daughter, was ac- 
companied with the condition that the young 
princess should not quit Brazil until the ccm- 
stitution was sworn to, and the marriage cwr 
eluded with her imcle, Don Miguel. It was 
thus, apparently, the emperor's intention that 
the infante should go to Brazil, and that, 
there awaiting the period at which the prin* 
cess would be of age to marry him, he might 
enjoy ample opportunity to study the nature, 
and consider the advantages, of a constitu- 
tional monarchy. 

The cordial affection which has ever sub- 
sisted between the two brothers, likewise en- 
couraged an expectation that the prince would 
profit materially by tl^ example of Don 
Pedro. For the emperor has really proved 
himself worthy of imitation, by a happy union 
of independent spirit with mildness and 
lenity ; as well as by the broad and liberal 
principles on which he has conducted his 
policy. While her future monarch should be 
thus acquiring a true kingly education^ Por- 
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tugal might make equal advances in national 
improvement, under the protection of our 
arms, and the influence of our councils, if 
both should be employed with sufficient de- 
cision; the ferment of party feeling in the 
kingdom would gradually subside, and the 
expended violence of faction would settle into 
a composure not easily to be disturbed. 

But, in supposing such to be the purpose 
of the emperor, a difficulty occurs which is 
not easily obviated. By the law of succes- 
sion, recognized in the monarchy, Don 
Miguel is excluded from the crown: while, 
by the provisions of the charter, he is en- 
titled to claim the regency in October, 1827, 
the period of his completing the age of 
twenty-five years. By the 92d article of 
the charter, it is expressly ordedned, tihat, 
during the king's minority, the regency shall 
be held by his nearest relative, according to 
the order of succession, who shall have at- 
tained the age of twenty-five years. That 
Don Miguel will, in October next, be entitled, 
on this ground, to demand the regency, cannot 
be denied; nor is it easy to reconcile any 
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proceeding tending to restrain him from the 
exercise of that office, with the general tenor 
of Don Pedro's acts and professions. Neither 
can the admitted expediency of such a plan be 
fairly allowed to abrogate a recognized right, 
wliich the prince holds under the charter. 

Although, on the queen's coming of age, 
the infante can be but a titular king/ yet he 
will find, in that character, abundant, power 
and occasion for the employment of all the 
active spirit which he pre-eminently pos- 
sesses. At the same time, by due regard 
and kind attentions to his young wife, he 
may reckon on ensuring her willing con- 
currence in all his wishes, so long as they 
do not aim at overstepping the bounds pre* 
scribed by the charter. The constitution has 
left a very considerable share of power and 
influence in the sovereign's hands ; and he 
may expect that s^e will also become sub- 
servient to the suggestions of his more manly 
mind, in naturally looking to his riper age 
and better experience for the guidance sp 
necessary to a youthful female of her exalted 
station. Such, at least, are doubtless the an- 
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tkipsitimiB ^ lier fidlier-, and should they 
be realised, Portugal nyay hc^ for happier 
days, and a more lofty fdace^asBong the Aa- 
IMDS, thioi slie can othenriM have any pnur 
pect of ttttaiuisg. 

It has mdeed Memed &t a time .as if a 
pUrt of Ae Portugnew people Tiiese resQ&yed 
fo persist in a«traggiefor slmrery and vireteb- 
odiieB$, agaiaat the hands that would «iifmiir 
dkme and a^ggrandise their coimtry. Bui; 
aithough Don Miguel wbb nommally placed 
at the hciad of the tmxbioAeut, fseetion, who u»ed 
Ub inagiMiy rights as the watch-word of 
their C9fme, it is diffiycfi^ lo discoirer, in <aiiy 
a^t or declaration fif£ his, a sanction ibr mch 
proceedkigs, eren dista&lly implied. Ixideed^ 
Ae reyerse is eiridently the ^caiie, if im fian 
attach <»edit to rdterated professions. W^ 
we &id the inBeu^e, ib la letter 1x^ his sistec 
the inrincess regent, dated April Aihs ISSHGi, 
dedwing liis perfect readijsess to suhodit m 
all things to the will of the late king. He 
^selaims pointedly tihe most remote iatentiw 
of authorizing w oounteikancing, eitlier di- 
-rectly or indirectly, any machination against i 
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l3ie ^rauquillity of ike atftte ; and be mlJk on 
his august sister, in the event of asy indi- 
Tiduals attempting to create disturbtnce, nui 
der the pretenijed sanction of bia name, ta 
make u^ of his letter for the purpose of 
denying, on his part, any thing appjroaching 
to participation in their councils, or apprpba- 
tirai of their measures. The {mncess, in her 
reply, makes use of the following expressions. 
'' I have sordered your letter, of the 6th of 
Apml, to foe published immediately, that the 
whole nation may know that my dear broth0jp 
is a good son and a good subject, and that hy 
retaining and putting in praotiee the sentin 
m^its which he expresses in his letter, he 
will one day be a good father, and perhaps a 
good soyereign. 

'^My brother knows me perfectly, and 
that I have no desire to reign; meantime I 
cannot do odierwise than remain at the hea^ 
at the government, according to the last will 
of our august father, till the legitimate susr 
cesser to the throne, our helpved brother the 
emperor ef Bm!(U, shall give his orders and 
declare his will." 

p2 
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Another lette? from Don Miguel, dated 
the i4th of June following^ at Vienna, and 
written before the prince had heard of the 
constitution gran^d by his brother, yet more 
strongly marks a feeling not merely of ac- 
quiescence, but of cordial and grateful con- 
currence in the suggestions of the infanta 
regent, as the following extract may prove. 
*'The sweetest reward of the sentiments with 
which I am animated, and which I communis 
cated to you in my letter of the 6th of April, 
is, undoubtedly, the approbation which you 
bestow on them V and I esteem myself very 
happy if the sincere and authentic manifes- 
tation of those sentiments has contributed to 
the preservation of good order and tranquil- 
lity in Portugal ; which were the chief objects 
I had in view in writing my letter of the 6th 
of ApriL I thank you, my dear sister, for 
your determination to have it printed without 
delay ; for what I desire above all things is 
to shew to the nation that the qualities On 
which I most pride myself, are those of an 
obedient son, a faithful subject, and a good 
Portuguese. 
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** As for your j^ivate sentiments, nobody 
can appreciate them better than myself; and 
knowing you to be exempt from all ambition, 
I conceive what violence you must have done 
your own inclinations in accepting the heavy 
burden which the last care of our c^ugust king 
has imposed on you, till the legitimate fa<air 
of the kingdom, to whom we all owesubmiBr 
sion, shall have declared his will." : 

The letter concludes by requesting the 
infanta to undertake the charge of X>On Mi- 
guel's private household, and to proceed to 
the division of the private) property /which 
had devolved to them by the king's death; 
to which effect, he says, he has sent her the 
necessary powers of attorney* By those who 
would sanction their seditious proceedings 
with the infante's name, all iM^ is, of course, 
represented as a mere political manoeuvre, to 
mask designs that were hot yet sufficiently 
ripe for avowal. If such be the case, the 
letter must be acknowledged a master-pi6.ce 
in its way ; for a more simple or natural air 
could scarcely pervade any composition than 
that which seems td prevail throughout the 
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idooument in ^uMtidn^ the authenticity of 
which is indisputable. 

Hie prikice aj^lia to hiihself the ^itheti^ 
ef a dutiM Bon» and a faithfiii subject^ a6 
those 0{ which he most covets to be fovmd 
deserving ; he speaks of '' the legitimate hmr 
of the kingdom, to whom we all owe submicr- 
sion/' and he gratd^ully acknowledges the 
kindness of his sister in making arrange- 
ments in his household, requesting her bon- 
tittued sup^rintmid^ice, and placing in her 
hands the necessary powers to act for him 
in the division of their father's property. In 
the histc^ of nations we eontiilually en- 
counter mstaaees of royai duplidty^ mich 
finesse, where a erown is the stake^ seems to 
be nq^orded as perfectly allowable^ although 
it should be attended with a degree of mwal 
turpitude that would stamp the oharactm of 
any private individual with well-merited in- 
fiimy. But it m difficult to imagine a miui 
of common honesty, in any statimi^ gnrtui- 
tously twitting down to compose such a tidsa^ 
of hypocritical falsi^ood, as, in that view, 
the ^B^beVe letter must be coi^Swsed to haise 
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IxeoL, ar eveaat ad&xiiig to it his dlgnMkHQ i£ it 
were the compositiosi of a heiid more pra^t 
tised in the arts of disfiiniYilation* 

Tlie infsukte's coHmMuiicatioa, ccmtai^iiig 
80 nracb promise of future trsnquiUity to tb^ 
uahappj kingdom^ was published kk the lisr 
bon gazette with a coimu^idatory iuttraduc^ 
tion from the infanta regent. But that she 
had still many fears, oa the ground of impro^ 
per influence which might be exercised tp 
change die app«ra3^tly correct tenor ^f her 
brother's sentiments and conduct^ im^y be 
gathered from her reply to bis letter of tbe 
14th of June. After notking the b^ieficial 
effect produced by the publication of that 
dated the 6th of April, she states it to be hw 
principal object to destioy ]ntrigiie» to unite 
the royal family, and to turn its affeetions 
more strongly erery day to the natkm. Thes^ 
expressing her omfidenee that God will con* 
found imposture, impie^^ and crimen and th^ 
Portugal is about to return to its ancient ages 
of glory, the princess repeats her SKdUeitude to 
put in vigorous executiosi the wise detaoatunsh 
tions of their brather and legikimEte king, 
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Don Pedro IV. " Determinations," she con- 
tinues, "which have merited the applause; 
and general approbation of the kingdom, and 
have been displeasing to those only who cal- 
culated upon the continuance of the inveterate 
abuses which pressed upon unhappy Por- 
tugal, and afBicted the paternal heart of our 
august and lamented father, without his ever 
being able to summon resolution for cutting 
off and destroying them. 

" Perhaps, my dear brother, some one has 
written to you in a different sense from that 
in which I now address you ; I beseech you 
not to lend credit in this respect to any thing 
but what I write to you, and which you will 
find to be the truth. And that, so far from 
givuig faith to those who live only by con- 
fusion, who desire discord, and who breathe 
nothing but vengeance, discord and blood, 
my brother will agree to plant and support 
among us the institutions which emanate 
from the throne; institutions for which the 
nation sighs, institutions, such as can alone 
recover us from the abyss into which we have 
been plunged, by the fatal surrender of our an- 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OP PORTUGAL. 217: 

cient constitutional laws, and of our laudable 
uses and customs. This the honour of my 
beloved brother imperiously demands ; his 
good name, his glory, as well as his interests, 
are involved in it." 

Many expressions of cordial sisterly affec-- 
tion, and a sincere desire to serve her brother, 
conclude this letter from the infanta, who, 
under the same date, July 12th, issued the 
follpwing proclamation. 

" Portuguese ! The regency of the king- 
dom is about to relieve you from anxiety, and 
to fix your attention upon decrees that inte* 
rest you generally, and which his most faith- 
ful majesty Don Pedro IV. has deigned to 
issue from his court at Rio de Janeiro. With 
these decrees will be also published the con- 
stitutional charter of the Portuguese mo- 
narchy, which the same sovereign has deigned 
to decree, and which, according to his inten* 
tions, must be sworn to by the three orders 
of the state, to the intent that it may govern 
the kingdom of Portugal and its dependencies. 
. "In the mean time, the regency informs 
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you, that this charter diffen odentially fiom 
the canstitation prodxiced by infatuation, in 
18^2, and which contained princq>ks incom- 
patible with each other, and condemned by 
experience. The character of the constitu* 
tional charts, which his most faithful majesty 
gives you, is totally different; it is not a forced 
concession, it is a voluntary and spontaneous 
gift of the legitimate power of Ms majesty, 
matured by his profound and royal wisdom. 
The tendency of this charter is to put to rest 
the contest between two extreme principles 
which have agitated the imiverse; it sum* 
mons all Portuguese to reconciliation by the 
same means which have served to lecvncile 
other people; by it are maintained, in all 
their vigour the religion of our fathers, the 
principles of moral government, and the ri^t 
and sovereignty of the monarchy. All the 
orders of the state are respected, and all are 
alike interested in uniting their efforts to sur* 
round and strengthen the throng to contri- 
bute to the common good, and to secure the 
preservation and amelioration of the country 
t6 which they owe their existence, and of the 
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society of whidH iikey fonn a i>ait. The 
ancient iiistitutiotis are adapted atid aecum-^ 
modated to our age, as ikr as the lapse ot 
seven centdrieib will permit ; and, finally, this 
charter hfeiti prototypes among other nations^ 
who are esteemed among the most civilized 
and the most happy^ 

^*It is onr duty to awaii tranquilly the 
exescution of the chatter^ and of the prepa- 
rat<nry acts which it prescribes. If any among 
you should) by words or actions, aggravate 
lesentments, excite hati«d» or inspire ven^ 
geance^ and interpose between the provisions 
of the law and its execution, he will be coA- 
sida^ as a disturbi^ of publiii ordet> and as 
an enettiy of the Sovereign and of his country, 
and he will be punished with the utmost 
rigour of the law. The regency flatt^ itself 
that the Portuguese people, both from their 
natural diaracter, and for their common in*' 
terest, ^^iH adopt, on this Occasion^ that prin^ 
cif^e of c<mduct Which is at once their most 
hnportant duty, aikd the course in which they 
may become principally uiaeful* 

(Signed) 

"Infanta Regent." 
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• Through all these official documents we 
may trace the tone of apprehensions too soon 
lo be realised. Three considerations pre- 
sented themselves, upon each of which, sepa- 
rately, serious fears for the public pleace 
might reasonably be founded; and the com- 
bination of all these elements^ of danger now 
threatened a terrible convulsion. Of these 
three existing causes the first was the per- 
severing temper of the Silveira party, ever 
on the watch for occasions to pi^mote their 
own ambitious views, to embarrass the go- 
vernment, and to re-establish in all its rigour 
the despotism of the old regime. Irritated by 
repeated checks and discomfiture, this faction 
were aware that the more b^a.eficial the new 
charter was likely, to prove in its operation, 
the fainter would become their hope of ulti- 
mately succeeding with the nation. It was 
evident that their policy would therefore sug- 
gest an immediate interference, before the 
people should have leisure to consider, much 
less to experience, the advantages of those 
better prospects which were now b^inning 
to dawn upcm them. 
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Secondly, the state of the army ; discon- 
tented under every change of the late years, 
because from none had they derived the 
benefits anticipated in each. It has been 
shewn how reluctantly they were led to con- 
cur in the general voice, whose loud exulta- 
tion had drowned their murmurs, when the 
decisive step of the late king had separated 
them from the only member of the royal 
house who had enjoyed opportunity of 
winning their cordial good-will. In Don 
Miguel they beheld a leader of the most 
energetic character, under whose command 
they had achieved a romantic exploit, and 
overturned, without a blow, the whole system 
put together with so much labour by the 
Cortes. Under the same leader, they had 
delivered the country from the oppression of 
Subserra, and the king from his evil counsels. 
The brighter and more dazzling points in the 
prince's character had been pre-eminently 
displayed before them ; upon its shades they 
had not time, perhaps not ability, and cer- 
tainly not inclination to pause. 

Young, royal, enterprizing, enthusiastic, 
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dbe prince had attraclsd their admiration, 
wd awakeaed tb^ir zeal ; thdr afiection 
WMJ^ gained by the confidence he m eyidently 
r^po^ed in them ; and that they had not ex-: 
pefieiiced greater adyaiitages under faia com- 
mjmdf wflA attributed by no mi^ans to any 
dieaiu^lination on his part, but to the wellr 
known fact of hi9 being so fettered and 
restrained m to enjoy merely the uam&, 
while othei^ ei^ercised the reality of power* 
Bf a* bold effort, they had freed hixa from 
these trammels; and befojoe a single event 
jDOuld occur to provie the reality of his zeal in 
Ij^r jeauae,he had, by a stratagem p^uliarly 
mortifying, be^a sinatched from them alloger 
tber, l^ayi^g the remembrance of his exploits 
mi supposed wrongs as deeply engraved dn 
their minds, q^ wefe the sanguine hopes of 
^tu?p glory £wd prospfdty under his unoonr 
trpuIfKl sway. What foore could be ne^9- 
^firy in these u^ettled times, Ann to sugg^t, 
9^ W9JS i|UBiediaibe)y dpue, tp the troops, that 
ihe infjajite was h^eld an unwillflig captive m 
Vienna, and Iq^kM to their aasistani^ as the 
sure and only menm q{ jel^a,tag hin from 
a prison to a throne ? 
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Laady^ tthe state i^f %ajii aflSorded i}^ 
bighest eoccmisigemenl; to tbf^ ilisa^Q^ted ia 
Portugal. Hw mwarch, tbe bn>tb«r pf thu 
De^tlew queen, retained m abM>late tluYine 
by fD^ims of military foj^ea, strengthened by 
iomgo. aid ; a»4 thii^ was precisely wbat tbe 
j^dbeieixti^ of dieispotism in Portugal migbt 
pboose for a model. 3pwi, garriwned by 
JFf^ench soldiers^ migbt readily spam to 
thfffim £rQw her own ajwy a bwt of alli^, 
prepared to ;9»mi in e:^|^gui9biQg tbat 
liberty vrhklau white it bi?.gbt^ied Portugal, 
7end^:ed the 4arknee9 of tbe mt/^r l^gdopi 
nsw«re ^o(KEny in tbe eontra^t^ Pp? the cpur 
stijtatien9l goyerniQient ij^^re wa9 no security 
that Fmuce wpuld not ganetion, passi^^ely jat 
Ifisjtf*, in mother «)urt, tbe live of condw^t pur- 
sued by hersi^lf ; and evw mpporaig no overt 
and active pjirt w»e taken beyond the fron- 
tier, stiM^ that a ^afe retreat ooiUd be thepe 
gained, and m^e^s too f<»r the support of a 
ceheUious anny, tb« Marquis of Chaves had 
sitfleiently prpyed during his stay at Sala- 
tuanca, in 1833^ 

From this £»f«ddable craabination of un- 



Digitized by 



Google 



224 STATE OF PORTUGAL, 

toward circumstances, what could be expected 
upon the promulgation of the new charter, 
but consequences most perilous to the public 
safety? I have already observed, that the 
majority were favorable to a moderate con- 
stitution, but let it be remembered in what 
gross ignorance the peasantry, and others 
among the lower orders, composing the bulk 
of the Portuguese nation, had been kept, and 
we shall then see how easily designing men 
could give them such erroneous viewi^ of 
the new constitution as best suited their own 
nefarious purposes. Those who could read 
and judge for themselves, were furnished with 
falsified copies of the charter, in which some 
clauses were omitted, others altered, and 
several introduced which had been invented 
by these unprincipled conspirators. 

Copies, thus multilated, were actually 
seized by the police in Lisbon, in the month 
of July, and plainly shewed the designs of 
a party indefatigable in mischief. Among 
those who had neither ability nor opportunity 
to ascertain the truth, it was only necessary 
to assert whatever appeared most likely to 
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work on their feelings and prejudices. The 
loyalists — and such, I have before reinarked, 
are the PoUxiguese generally — ^were assured 
that the charter differed in nothing essential 
from that established by the Cortes; and 
that, as their late king had been held in 
forcible subjection by that audacious body, 
so was now his daughter, the infanta regent, 
by others holding the same principles under a 
different name. 

This argument served likewise with thoise 
who gave themselves no concern about kings 
and courts, but who well remembered the 
miseries inflicted on them by the^ mismanage- 
ment of the Cortes, and dreaded a revival of 
that syistem, as the precursor of irremediable 
ruin. The single act of causing the exclu- 
sion of Portuguese vessels from the Brazilian 
ports, had been sufficient to render the name 
of that Cortes hateful to them. Commerce 
was now about to revive ; the poor farmer 
looked forward to a siire market for the pro- 
duce of his land ; and to tell him that the 
form of government under which that market 
had been closed against him, woiild be re- 

Q 
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established, was to ^isore his most vehem^it 
opposition to every thing eokinected with it. 
Nor eouM these uninfontfed rustics discrimi- 
nate between the two cases. 

Surrounded by prospects so threatening, 
the party most interested in upholding the 
new constitution s&ould have enjoined and 
practised the utmost circumspection in their 
demeanour towards persons of different sen- 
timents. But, on the contrary, so early as 
the beginning of July, wfe find the avowed 
partizans of the charter insulting the old 
royalists, and deriding some who wore the 
medal of fidelity, a decoration granted to 
those who took part in the counter-revolution 
of 1823. Thus, by attacking their innocent 
and laudable feelings of reverence for their 
lawfiil king, the constitutionalists recited 
those sentiments beyond due bounds; and 
gave them first a pretext for holding out the 
new charter as a sanction to republican 
licentioiGsness, and then an excuse for com- 
bining, as if defensively, against unprovoked 
aggression. 

Loyalty itself, too, was now a sure in- 
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citement to rebellion in the boeoms of many 
who merited the character of sensible m^en, 
and good Portuguese. Canvassing the sub- 
ject dispassionately, they dwelt on the evild 
attending the uncertain minority of a childy 
seven years old, a female too, and a fore^ner, 
while, as they conceived, a man bom among 
them, the son of their king, wdll acquainted 
with their nation, and attached to it, Was en- 
titled to the preference by right, if not by 
law. They argued, that the two nations 
having been separated during the life lime 
of the late king, could not be again re-united 
in the person of Don Pedr6- The emperor^ 
indeed^ had recognized the latter clause, and^ 
in c<msequence, abdicated the Portuguesfe 
crown; but they contended that he aevec 
succeeded to it rightfully; and whai: was 
not his to enjoy, could not be his to 
bestow. 

Men of these opinions^ likewise com- 
plained that the charter which he had given 
was coisipletely foreign, and Anroed upon the 
country without cimsulting its inclinationsi 
or even asking the sentiments of a single 
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Portuguese : they denounced it as a most 
tyrannical proceeding, tending to degrade the 
nation from its dignity, instead of exalting 
it. If they were to have a constitution, they 
said, let that which was established at the 
foundation of the monarchy be renewed and 
put in force. Indeed, they remarked, that it 
was still extant, and could easily have been 
adapted to the present times : even up to 
1812 there had existed in Lisbon a deputa- 
tion of the three estates, church, lords, and 
commons, which proved how very lately their 
constitution had fallen into disuse. Such 
was the tenor of their remonstrances ; and 
there was so much plausibility in some of 
these arguments, on the ground of reason 
and justice, that it sufficed to confirm a very 
large number among the better class of Por- 
tuguese in the cause. of Don Miguel, whether 
sanctioned by him or not. 

The arrangement, also, by which, while 
an ample proportion of the heads of the 
church obtained seats in the chamber of 
peers, all legislative power was apparently 
withdrawn from the priesthood as a separate 
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body, stirred up the inferior and more vio- 
lent orders among them, to great animosity 
against the new charter, which was indig- 
nantly represented to the people as an auda- 
cious attack upon the honour of their religion, 
a gross insult to their spiritual directors, and 
calling for divine vengeance on the nation, if 
permitted to continue. 

The parallel is extremely close between the 
events of 1823 and those of 1826, as regards 
the means used, and the agents and instru- 
ments employed, for the subversion of the 
constitutional government, although so widely 
and essentially differing in its present form, 
from that which was justly detested and 
overthrown. The queen, the clergy, the 
army, and the peasantry, were all either 
working or wrought upon as before; and to 
these may be added the female population, 
generally, who, always led in a material 
degree by the clergy, were not now less 
likely to embrace the cause, when a young 
prince, of chivalrous character and romantic 
adventures, was nominally placed at its head. 
Spanish influence and bribery operated in 
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sure though imseen progre9s ; aod agitations 
excited at Madrid, $pread from that central 
point to the most distant provinces of Por- 
tugal. Thus we haye seen how, on th^ ad- 
vance into Spain of the French armies, the 
Marqius of Chaves had hoisted in Tras-os- 
moAtes the standard of revolt, and that the 
first impetus to a movement that shortly laid 
Portugal again prostrate under the old 
despotism, had been given precisely at the 
epoch wh^i the constitutional systcAi was 
overthrown in the sister kingdom. 

Overawed by the presence of a French 
army, Spain had made no effort to shake off 
the yoke; while Portugal, under the g^i^rous 
influence of England, was continually aspir- 
ing to, and obtaiping, some fair hope of a 
liberal and enlightened policy on the part of 
her rulers. A reasonable constitution had 
at length be^i brought forward in q. tangible 
shape, and prom{^y carried into effect : but 
Spain desired no such &ejighbourhood to 
attract the view, aj^d to awaken the efforts of 
her own cai^slaved populalAon. Therefore was 
all the secret maiohigiery put in motion by 
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which she hop€4 Ho aimihilate, in its birth/ 
the promise of my free ^d ratioiml icomsti- 
tution in the PeQinsuli^ ; and therefore w^jie 
her fronjtier towns thrown open, as so mamy 
dep6ts, wh^re the disaffected of Portugid 
might assemble^ and be furnished with anns^. 
money, and leaders. 

Fropi eyen ^ cjmisory vipw of the twQ 
periods of 1823 and 1826, such would be the 
just expectations fiormed in the latter y^r, 
as to the probable r/esult of publishing ib» 
new con^titujtion : and, accordingly, it was 
found in effect that the process of swearing 
to the charter, was opposed at the very outset 
in various places. At Chaves several arrests 
occurred, so early as the :22d of July, in 
conseqiuL^ce pf the op^ attempts made to 
encourage such resistance. In the province 
of Tras-os-^ontes, the troops indicatejd a 
strong tendency to viplent measures ; an,d on 
the 26th of July tjbue 24tb regiment placed 
9ome of its offiycers in arres^t, aij^d op^ly 
declared against liie regency, whose authority 
the soldiers refused to recpgnize. This 
example w^as followed, on the succeeding day. 
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by two regiments stationed in the Alentejo, 
the 17th of infantry, and the 2d of cavalry, 
who stamped the character of determined 
rebellion on their proceedings, by deserting 
into Spain; as did also the 24th. These 
movements, combined with the alarmingly 
convulsed state of public opinion, growing 
into an unappeasable ferment, induced the 
regent to issue a proclamation, by means of 
which, as it would appear, hope was enter- 
tained that the storm might yet be averted. 
On the 1st of August this address was pub- 
lished. 

PROCLAMATION. 

" Portuguese ! By the constitutional char- 
ter to which. you have just sworn, I am ap- 
pointed to the regency of these kingdoms 
during the minority of my august niece, our 
lawful queen, Senhora Donna Maria de 
Gloria. As the first among his subjects, 
it is my first duty to put into speedy and 
vigorous execution the wise constitutional 
charter which has been given from his throne, 
to his Portuguese subjects, by my august 
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brother, our legitimate king, Don Pedro IV., 
whose glorioas name is pronomiced with 
admiration, respect, and astonishment, in 
America, in Europe, and in the whole world. 
I shall execute, therefore, and cause to be 
executed, this immortal constitutional code, 
the only pledge of our political salvation. 
He who opposes it, the laws will punish 
without pity ; and I shall be as inexorable as 
the laws. 

"To revive, by all possible means, our 
ancient prosperity and glory, to encourage 
the arts and sciences, to promote agriculture, 
commerce, and industry, in a word, to employ 
all the means that are calculated to make a 
nation happy which is worthy of being so, 
such is my sacred duty; such is my ambi- 
tion. O Portuguese! I have no other: and 
if, as you know, I have hitherto sacrificed my 
health for the good of the country, I will 
sacrifice myself, if such a sacrifice be neces- 
sary, to the good of the state : and where is 
the Portuguese, worthy of that glorious 
name, who does not willingly join his regent 
in such noble sentiments ? 
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*' Portuguese ! let us imitate our ances- 
tors, and we shall be as they were, by their 
immortal deeds, the wonder of Europe and 
of the world. Union, and obedience to the 
laws, and we shall be happy : and when I 
shall deliver up the government of these 
kingdoms to our legitimate sovereign, Sen- 
hora Donna Maria de Gloria, I shall be able 
to Sfay to her with truth, and with the purest 
delight, ^ Senhora, you are about to govern a 
noble nation; always faithful, always at- 
tached to its legitimate sovereign. It was 
unhappy, because the genius of evil found 
among the Portuguese a fatal an4 protracted 
asylum: but the wise political institutions 
>rhich your august father, our king, gra- 
ciously granted us, casting far from us the 
monster, laid the most solid foundation of 
our felicity and glory. I raised the edifice of 
our good fortune as far as I was able, assisted 
by the whole nation; but its completion is 
reserved for your majesty. Read, and medi- 
tate, as is ^tting, on the truly heroic history 
of Portugal : jao reading will be fliore useful 
to you. Imitate models which it presents to 
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you in the di£|cult art of reig&iog; imitate 
them, Senbora^ gud you will be the delight of 
the Pprtuguese, who, to the latest posterity, 
will repeat with respect, love, gratitude, and 
benedictions, the name of your august fSaiber, 
and yours/ 

"Portuguese! Union, and obedience to 
tjbe laws ! Let \m imitate the heroic virtue of 
our ancestors, and we shall be, as they were, 
the wonder and admiration of the universe. 

(Signed) 

"The Infanta Eegent." 

From this curious state paper, it would 
appear that the infanta did not calculate on 
rdinquisbing the reins of government, until 
her niece should attain the ri^t of assuming 
them, notwithstanding the explicit declara- 
tions of the charter on that point, by which 
the infaiit9''s regency could but continue a 
litfle more than 9^ year beycmd the date of 
this proclamation. The. mixture of menace, 
flattery, aad persuasion, displayed in it, did 
not answer the expectations of its fraxners. 
A disposition to hoj^tile movements was ex- 
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ceedingly prevalent, and preliminary steps 
had been taken to ensure a general revolt 
among the troops quartered in Lisbon, which, 
it was contemplated, should break forth on 
the 21st of August: on that day a part of 
the cavalry of the police corps — the same 
who were foremost in joining the infante 
when he quitted Lisbon, and marched for 
Santarem, with the 23d regiment — com 
menced the work of confusion ; instigated, as 
it appeared, by officers not belonging to their 
own body. By the vigilance of the govern- 
ment, these men were placed under arrest 
before others of the military could re-inforce 
their slender party ; and thus vigorously met, 
at the outset of its career, rebellion dared not 
raise so bold a front of defiance, as when the 
timid regency, the blundering Cortes, or im- 
becile king, were its opposers. 

A more prudent mode of proceeding was 
adopted, and the head-quarters of sedition 
were placed at a distance from the capital : 
while desertion into Spain, in small bodies, 
graidually diminished the force of the army. 
The Marquis of Abrantes had been ar- 
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rested in 1824, for taking an active part in 
the extraordinary occurrences of April and 
May, when the infante headed the insurrec- 
tion in Lisbon. His name also had been con- 
tinually mentioned in connexion with the 
secret sanguinary deed of the night that 
proved fatal to the Marquis of Loul^ at Sal- 
vaterra ; though this stain was not fixed up<m 
his character by any tangible proof; for, as 
we have seen, the king's decree placed a seal 
upon all the processes and examinations 
which had reference to that period. As no- 
thing, however, touching his participation 
was ever published, we must in justice con- 
clude that he was innocent of the atrocious 
act, although one of those excepted in the 
amnesty, and banished from the kingdom. 
A warm partizan of the prince, lie now came 
openly forward, and on the 7th of October, 
inducing the 14th regiment of infantry to 
revolt at Tavira, where they were stationed, 
he soon saw them joined by the greater num- 
ber of the troops throughout Algarve. The 
people of Tavira generally afforded no open 
support to this measure, but neither did they 
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testify any inclination to dispute it, and the 
marquis gave importance to the place by 
there establishing a regency in the name of 
Don Miguel, king of Portugal. 

These proceedings were not the effect of 
sudden impulse; a connected plan was evi- 
dently in existence among the leaders ; and 
in pursuance of such mutual understanding 
the Marquis of Chaves made a similar attempt 
in Tras-os-Montes, two days previous. So 
feebly, however, was he supported, and so 
little did the people appear disposed to concur 
in the insurrection, that he found it a moi^ 
prudent measure to make good his retreat 
into Spaing upon whose frontiers the in- 
creasing numbers of ^leserters were regularly 
forming, prepared for any incursive move- 
ment in support of the regency newly pro- 
claimed in Algarve. This revolt certainly 
bore a very formidable aspect in the eyes of 
the government ; for the minister of war, who 
was known, deservedly, to enjoy more popu- 
larity, among the remaining troops than their 
other generals, left his official station in Lis- 
bon, and put himself at the head of a divi- 
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sion, with which, on the 18th of October, he 
inarched upon Algarve. 

It may not be amiss here to remrirk on a 
circumstance that took place about this time, 
and which proves that, before the occurrence 
of any actual invasion from Spain, our de- 
cisive support was given to the government of 
Portugal, in a manner which it is impossible 
to reconcile with the doctrine of non-inter- 
ference in the internal concerns of the latter 
country. And although the force employed, 
on the occasion to which I refer, wa6 cer- 
tainly very smalU yet its disposal proved that 
England was resolved to extend a protecting 
artn over the royal personage who sat at the 
head of the regency^ should any insurrec- 
tionary attempt in the capital menace her 
safety. Thus were we interposing moiSt effec- 
tually in the national concerns of our old ally ; 
and in a manher creditable to the generous 
fidelity of England. I allude to the fact that 
one hundred and fifty men of the royal ma- 
itned were latided from oui" vessels, and placed 
under the immediate direction of the infanta. 
The British admiiral, in his order, states that 
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"the purport of the royal marine corps is as 
a body-guard, and, in case of necessity, to 
render every assistance for the personal pro- 
tection of her royal highness the princess 
regent, and her family ;" and other arrange- 
ments are mentioned, which satisfactorily 
prove the intention of supporting that force, 
if necessapy, by farther decisive measures. 

I advert to this circumstance, merely to 
expose the folly and ignorance of those who 
regard as an unjustifiable and inconsistent 
act, our sending out efficient military aid to 
tranquillize Portugal, and preserve her from 
the horrors of a general civil war, while ad- 
mitting, as they do, the propriety of our 
maintaining a fleet in the Tagus, manned 
with a marine force so numerous as to prove 
that, if employed at all, their services were to 
be rendered on shore. Portugal had learned, 
from glad experience, that even a handful 
of English troops were not to be despised ; 
but the presence of this little armament un- 
doubtedly operated as a salutary cl^/^ck on 
the enemies of order, principally from their 
being rightly regarded as an earnest of what 
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England would yet do, if called on to redeem 
her ancient pledge of assistance. Without 
foreign aid, no hope of successfully resisting 
the constituted authorities could reasonably 
be entertained; and the incursion of an in- 
vading foe would be the summons for what 
they plainly saw England would not be tardy 
in granting. 

As the division commanded by the mi- 
nister of war advanced towards Algarve, the 
self-created regency retired into Spain; this 
example was followed by the troops who had 
supported it; and beyond the frontier they 
drew together in compact form, with the view 
of attempting a farther descent upon their 
ill:^fated country. No one, surely, could 
for a moment entertain the supposition that 
such proceedings were carried on without the 
sanction and connivance of the Spanish go- 
vernment. : Not to dwell upon that treacherous 
and despotic character which Ferdinand has 
so successfully established in the sight of the 
whole world, and the circumstance of his 
being the brother of the dowager queen of 
Portugal, still we must acknowledge it im- 
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possible that a large rebel force should be 
harboured, collected, equipped, and supported 
with such perfect impunity, in all the Spanish 
frontier towns, had not the civil and military 
authorities in those places been perfectly well 
assured that a good understanding subsisted 
between these insurgents and their own ty- 
rannic rulers. Uninvited, the deserters of 
Portugal never would have crossed the line 
of demarcation ; unassisted, they never would 
have re-*passed it in hostile array against their 
native land. It was worthy of the base and 
cowardly Ferdinand, entrenched behind his 
foreign guards from the indignant menaces of 
his oppressed subjects, to give secret intima- 
tions of his will, without openly committing 
himself; and then, if England should justify 
his fears and the hopes of Portugal, by vin- 
dicating her high character, as she has done, 
to protest that all was perpetrated by his 
servants contrary to his known wishes. 
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1826—1827. 



Opening of the new Cortes^Speech of the Infanta Regent — 
Recal of Sir Charles Stuart from the Court of Lisbon — Esti- 
mate of his laudable Exertions for the Welfare of the Portu- 
guese Nation — Assemblage of the insurgent Troops on the 
Frontiers -^Faitldess Conduct of the Spanish Government — 
Combined Invasions of Portugal by the Insurgents under the 
Marquis of Chaves and other Leaders— Review of the political 
Conduct of Chaves and his Faction— Judicious Military Ope- 
rations of the Constitutional Government against the Insur- 
gents — Arrival of British Troops in the Tagus—Its pa- 
ralyzing Effect upon the Movements of the Insurgents — They 
seek refuge in Spain— Inaction of the British Army—Re- 
newed Irruption of the Insurgents — Repulsed by General 
Stubbs — Considerations on the future Employment of the Bri^ 
tish Forces rn Portugal. 



On the 30th of OctDber, 1826, the first ses- 
sion of the Cortes was opened, and the in- 
fanta regent addressed the assembled repre- 
sentatives of the nation in the foMiowing 
speech. 

" Worthy peers of the kingdom, and gen- 
tlemen deputies of the Portuguese nation — In 
beholding you assembled, on this memorable 
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day, around the throne of my august brother 
and king, Don Pedro IV., I rejoice with you, 
and with the whole nation, that it has pleased 
Divine Providence in a manner so authentic 
and so solemn to consolidate these wise insti- 
tutions, which at difierent periods have con- 
stituted the happiness of many nations ; and 
which will speedily lead to the prosperity of 
our dear country. You are well aware how 
the country, which is now denominated Por- 
tugal, has never recognized, even in the most 
remote age, any other government than that 
of a representative monarchy; but the pre- 
lates and grandees of the kingdom formed the 
representative body ; the people had no voice 
and no share in its institutions, which were 
almost feudal. It was the kings of Por- 
tugal who, some time after the origin of the 
monarchy, conceded to the third estate those 
rights, and that diguity, which barbarous 
ages had denied to the people. Portugal 
then flourished for the first time under the 
protection of a purely representative govern- 
ment. There existed, however, no laws to 
give stability to institutions adopted only by 
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usage, and handed down by tradition ; these 
constitutions fell, in consequence, into desue- 
tude, and the Cortes were forgotten by the 
nation which they once represented. 

" It has been reserved for our days to 
revive the representative assembly by wise 
and stable rules ; such was the design con- 
templated by the royal mind of my august 
father, whose memory will be ever dear to 
Portugal; such is the design which, to his 
immortal honour, my august brother has con- 
summated, by conferring upon this nation 
the boon of the constitutional charter. We 
are called to the highest destinies ; to work 
out the happiness of our country. Such a 
prospect should conduct us on our way with 
hope, and smooth the ruggedness of a journey, 
of which honour and glory are the noble ter- 
mination. The opinion of a vast number, of 
individuals who compose a nation can never 
be expected to be uniform respecting the 
principles upon which the art of governing 
states is founded, nor upon the choice of the 
means for securing their happiness. 

/^This truth presses most strongly upon 
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our observation, at a time when progressive 
political institutions are taking place in the 
nation ; yet the Portuguese people, from their 
naturally quiet and moderate disposition, and 
from the strong affection which they bear to 
their Isfcwful kings, can never cherish long 
such differences of opinion ; much less push 
them to fatal results. There have arisen 
among us, indeed, some perverse and trai* 
torous individuals, who are neither true to 
their ancient valor and loyalty, nor to them- 
selves. Yet, with difficulty, have they suc- 
ceeded in drawing away from the path of 
honor and duty a few of their weak and im- 
prudent countrymen, by the diffusion of mis- 
representations the most gross, and the prac- 
tice of impositions the most criminal. 

"Happily the number, whether of the 
seducers or seduced, receive no increase ; the 
great majority of the Portuguese nation re- 
main firm in their fidelity to their country 
and to their king. I can augur nothing but 
what is favorable from the disposition shewn 
by foreign nations towards us ; and time, I 
am assured, will confirm this augiuy. United 
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by the faith of treaties, and by the most vsn^ 
doubted proofs of friendship, to one of the 
great European powers, and at peace with all 
the rest, I calculate upon the decided support 
of the first, and upon the kindness and fra* 
ternal reciprocity of the others. All of them 
will speedily learn from experience that th« 
representative government of Portugal is truly 
just and moderate ; that it seeks not to carry 
disquiet into any other state on account of 
diversity of institutions, but limits its inteu- 
tions to the energetic and steady defence of its 
own. Already have facts, more forcibly than 
words, shewn the prudence and good faith of 
this government. These have, in great mea- 
sure, relieved the apprehensions of a neigh- 
bouring nation ; the government of that na- 
tion is now convinced that difference of poli- 
tical institutions ought not to diminish that 
friendship and mutual confidence which the 
solenm obligations of treaties, the ties of 
blood, and the vicinity of territory, have so 
long consolidated. 

" But one circumstance was wanting to 
confirm our hopes of future felicity, it is 
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wanting no longer. A few hours ago I re- 
ceive from Vienna intelligence that my 
dearly beloved, and much esteemed brother, 
had taken the oath to the constitutional 
chiaiter, without condition or qualification, on 
the 4th of the present month ; and that, im- 
mediately after that act, he had addressed his 
holiness for the purpose of obtaining the 
necessary dispensation for solemnizing his 
marriage with my august niece and sovereign 
queen. Donna Maria II. 

'' Our legislative enactments will eminently 
conduce to the maintenance of public tran- 
quillity, and to the stability of the political 
system confirmed by the charter; they wiU 
establish on the scdid basis of justice the civil 
and criminal codes of the empire, they will 
give regularity to our municipal bodies, and 
to our provincial tribunals, and they will add, 
at the same time, a new impulse to commerce 
and agriculture, the sources of our national 
prosperity. In mentioning commerce I can- 
not refrain from communicating the very flat- 
tering hopes which I entertain of seeing its 
activity doubled, both in Portugal and Brazil. 
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The treaties concluded between that empire 
and some of the powers of Europe, give addi- 
tional strength to this hope; and we have 
still more assured pledge of it in the well- 
known affection of the emperor of Brazil 
towards the country which gave him birth, 
and over which his august ancestors reigned. 

"Your attention will, doubtless, be di- 
rected, with very particular care, to such 
plans of education, and public instruction, 
as must contribute e£Bcaciously to purify the 
morals of a people from the corruptions en- 
gendered by a period of national distrac- 
tions. Nor will the re-establishment of edu- 
cation, founded upon the principles of the 
holy religion which we profess, and which we 
shall ever defend, less contribute to the sta- 
bility of the monarchy, and to the production 
of that perfect harmony in which all members 
of this great family ought to dwell. 

" Worthy peers of the realm ! in your 
capacity of legislators you are called upon to 
take part in those important labours; but 
you are also summoned to exercise the high 
functions of the magistracy. By the wisdom^ 
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firmness, and patriotism which shall dis- 
tinguish your efforts, you will serve as an 
example to those who may succeed to your 
hereditary dignities. 

" It is with you, gentlemen deputies of the 
Portuguese nation, that will of right originate 
all measures which respect the recruiting of 
the army, and the taxes — two subjects which 
may most efficaciously concur in consoli- 
dating our general happiness, as well as our 
independence and safety, upon which that 
happiness absolutely depends. The esta- 
blishment of our public credit also demands 
your most serious attention. The ministers 
of state will furnish you with all the explana- 
tions which the charter requires of them. 

" Finally, from all of you conjoined, wor- 
thy peers of the realm, and gentlemen de- 
puties of the Portuguese nation, I expect, 
and the whole nation hopes, the accomplish- 
ment of our brilliant destinies. To you the 
throne looks for its firmest support ; and you 
have before you, as the great recompense of 
the interesting labours on which you are about 
to enter, the delightful satisfaction of being 
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able one day to say to your countrymen, ' we 
found Portugal weak and languishing, we 
leave her vigorous and flourishing.' " 

Not long after the opening of this session, 
sir Charles Stuart was recalled from Lisbon, 
and carried with him the good- will and the 
gratitude of all whose esteem was worth 
wishing for. Many things have been said of 
his proceedings, as though he had greatly 
overstepped the bounds of the authority 
vested in him : nevertheless, I believe he 
enjoys, what he unquestionably deserves, 
the cordial approbation of every well-wisher 
to national freedom. Nor can his conduct 
towards Portugal appear really censurable, 
except to those who have unfortunately con- 
tracted such narrow views of general policy, 
as to condemn every movement beyond the 
most narrow limits of selfishness ; even when 
undertaken for the sake of rescuing an old 
and faithful ally from certain destruction, 
and of conferring the inestimable blessings 
of liberty upon a whole people. By such in- 
dividuals, and by such only, must the truly 
English spirit be condemned, which actuated 
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sir Charles Stuart in becoming the benefactor 
of Portugal ; to all others his conduct will 
appear most praiseworthy, and deserving of 
general admiration. 

Notwithstanding the confident tone as- 
sumed by the infanta, in speaking of the 
recent rebellious movements, the greatest 
perplexity imaginable pervaded the govern- 
ment at this time. They had undoubted in- 
formation that the troops, which had conti- 
nued to desert from all parts of Portugal, 
were rapidly collecting in Spain, at such 
points as afforded the most evident facilities 
for a simultaneous irruption into their own 
country. Intercepted letters fully confirmed 
the inference thus naturally drawn from their 
movements; and even in the beginning of 
November it was publicly spoken of at Ma- 
drid, with remarks upon the plan there 
known to be adopted by the insui:gents, of 
crossing the frontiers in two places, by a con- 
nected and corresponding advance. 

Through the intervention of our ambas- 
sador, a promise was extorted from the 
Spanish government of withdrawing the Por- 
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tuguese deserters from the frontier stations, 
which they had been permitted to occupy, 
and dispersing them through the interior of 
Spain. If we are to judge of the future 
good faith to be expected on the part of 
Ferdinand VII., by his sincerity in this en- 
gagement, and by the fidelity of its perform- 
ance, we certainly have little ground on 
which to build any dependence, as the event 
has abundantly shewn. For, on the 23d of 
November, the Marquis of Chaves and Vis- 
count Montalegre, at the head of an organized 
force, commenced their long-meditated opera- 
tions, by marching onward and entering the 
province of Tras-os-montes ; while, on the 
27th, another body, led by Magessi, and 
acting upon the systematic plan of invasion, 
so carefully matured under the counsels of 
Spain, advanced into the Alentejo, and 
planted the insurrectionary standard of civil 
war in the bosom of their own country; 
against whom they now put in practice all 
the military knowledge which they had ac- 
quired in defending her. 

In this disgraceful and cruel proceeding, 
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we find, as the principal actor, the Marquis 
of Chaves, now become a member of the 
upper chamber, and, as such, peculiarly 
bound to watch over, and deliberate upon, 
the interests of his countrymen. But, still 
sacrificing to his own restless and ambitious 
spirit, all that should have been most dear to 
him, he who, in 1822, had given the first 
impulse to the movements of counter-revolu- 
tion, who, in 1824, had taken so active a 
part in the revolt under Don Miguel, now, in 
1826, at the head of a rebellious army, 
poured into his native land a torrent pre- 
pared to desolate and destroy many of her 
helpless inhabitants; and to overturn what 
he knew to be the fairest hope, the surest 
bulwark, of her rising prosperity. We may 
fairly allow that, in 1822, he had acted 
upon a principle of conscientious duty; 
although his failures should have taught him, 
that his talents did not qualify him for dis- 
tinguished military command: in 1824, it is 
evident that his motive was that of revenge, 
and a wish to exalt himself upon the ruined 
fortunes of his contemporaries : in 1826, he 
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was, doubtless, impelled by the same venge- 
ful and ambitious projects, on an enlarged 
scale, grasping at conquest and power, 
although, instead of a few individuals, a 
whole nation, and that his own, should bleed 
for his and his family's aggrandizement. 

For, we must not confound the Marquis 
of Chaves, and other leaders of the same 
party, with the poor deluded peasantry whom 
they seduced into an acquiescence with their 
measures. Those wily men perfectly under- 
stood how total was the dissimilarity between 
the constitution of 1822 and the charter of 
1826. They knew the latter to be as well 
calculated to promote the real interests of 
Portugal, as the former had been to involve 
her in anarchy and ruin. How unfounded, 
then, is the remark which we sometimes hear, 
that these men are true to their old principles, 
and stedfast in the cause of legitimate 
sovereignty. The object of their first op- 
position, had been a government erected by 
demagogues on the ruins of the monarchy, 
whose title they yet preserved only as a 
means of harasBing, oj^ressing, and exulting 
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over the weak prince who represented it : the 
cause against which they now so fiercely 
arrayed themselves, was that of a rational, 
constitutional, and temperate establishment, 
voluntarily bestowed on the people by their 
king, and guaranteeing to the throne all its 
best and most honourable prerogatives, while 
it redeemed the nation from the reproach of 
idlavery, and the long oppresssion of mis- 
govemment. 

By some it has been affirmed that it was 
not to be foreseen how events would develope 
themselves ; and that no one could certainly 
suppose that the Portuguese would again re- 
enter their country from Spain, and proclaim 
the infante as king. The minds to which 
this approaching climax was not visible, must 
have been very little habituated to political 
calculation, or even to the simple process of 
comparing, and drawing inferences from, the 
events before their eyes. For what other pur- 
pose could reports, so false and calumnious, 
respecting the new charter, have been circu- 
lated so industriously among the people — 
reports of its being no other than the old con- 
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stitution revived? Why. was the infante's 
name continually iiitroduced, with lamenta- 
tions on the assmnption that he was coer- 
cively detained at Vienna, as the only means 
of preventing his personally asserting a pre- 
tended right to the throne of his elder 
brother? To what intuit were the deserters 
instructed to make Spain their general ren- 
dezvous? Surely that country could not hold 
out to them the prospect of comforts so 
superior to those which dieir own afforded, 
as to compensate for the loss of their pay, 
and all visible means of subsistence: nor 
could they expect these to be bestowed on 
them in Spain, in remuneration for the bene- 
fit of their helpless and inactive presence in 
a country wretchedly impoverished, and 
already groaning under the additional burden 
of a foreign army, who acted as gaolers to her 
vanquished liberties. Neither can it be sup- 
posed, that by Ihe flight of the troops from 
their quarters, the queen's party expected to 
promote a rising of the general population in 
their favor. No : they were too well ac- 
quainted with the temper and habits of the 
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Portuguese {^asantry to calculate upon this. 
In no instance, among the late rapidly suc- 
ceeding changes, haid a revolution been 
effected, or even attempted, by a popular 
movem^t, independent jof the army. The 
suppression of those tumultuous proceed- 
ings, in trhich the military had taken the 
lead, under Don Miguel, in the summer of 
1824, had been achieved. by suddenly remov- 
ing from dieir head, the chief under whom 
alone they were prepared to act, thus leaving 
them no alternative but to, acquiesce in the 
general voice, or to persist in an aindess con- 
test. What, then, but a matured plan to carry 
into effect the original object of the queen's 
party, thus defeated on a former occasion^ 
could ehave induced this desertion of the 
troops into Spain, there to assemble and to 
be organized; and thence, under the sanction 
of her government, to march back, a for- 
midable host of determined assailants ? 

By taking up their position on, the fron- 
tiers, the refugees mi^t also hope to ascer- 
tain what line of conduct England would 
decide on adopting towards the Portuguese 
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goremment : for, should she oonflste her aid 
to the mamtenance of a Baval ainnament in 
the Tagus, they well knew such assistance 
would oppose no har whateTer to their 
dei^lgns. Establishing their regency beyond 
the range of our cannon, they might prdceed 
at th^r leisure ; and could calculate on plain- 
ing orer a vast number of their wavering 
coimtrymen, by plausibly asserting that the 
goyemment at Lisbon was compelled to 
ret^n the semblance of authority und^ our 
dictation; being, with Lisbon itiielf, at the 
mercy of our fleet* 

Pausing here for a while, and seeing no 
tHctications of active proceedingis oh the part 
of JBn^and, they drew thie mference most 
coxBSoaiant to their wishes, and advanced. Had 
thfeir ^commander been possessckl of greater 
energy and professional skill, this irrup- 
/tioii'liad not failed to placie our country in a 
«itafttion far from pleai^ant, w'hile the subju- 
gation of our ally to a despotic military 
"power nrast have 'been raj^ly accomplished. 
.B«t, thanks to the inoapalcity 6f the rebel 
leaders, and to the decisive promptitude of 

s2 
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the English government, this difficulty has 
been spared us, and the ruin of Portugal 
for the present averted. 

On the 6th of December, it was found 
necessary, by an act of the Cortes, to sus- 
pend, for three months, the privilege indivi- 
dually enjoyed by the citizen, under the 
charter, of exemption from arbitrary arrest : 
and power was vested in the government to 
make use of this suspension, as might be 
found expedient, according to provisions 
made in the constitutional charter, (Article 
145, paragraph 34.) The executive was also 
empowered to suspend, and even to dismiss 
from their situation, such magistrates and 
judges as might incur suspicion of mal-prac- 
tices, without observing the formalities pre- 
scribed by the 121st and 122d Articles of the 
charter. 

This measure furnishes a strong, though 
indirect, proof of the foreign interference 
already adverted to. The magistracy were 
suspected ; and as it cannot be supposed that 
they would, without present remuneration, 
have risked the loss of their situations, we 
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cannot but conclude : that Spanish gold , had 
he&k employed in corrupting: them. Circum- 
stanced as Don Miguel. avowedly was — ^held, 
as his friends asserted, in durance, which pre- 
vented, and still must continue to prevent, his 
personal appearance among his partisans — 
the enterprize of proclaiming him king was 
one of very doubtful success ; nor could mem- 
bers of the magistracy have been moved to 
commit their fortunes to so hazardous an 
attempt, unless by the allurement of such 
immediate profit as overcame at lea^t the 
prudent scruples, if not the conscientious mis- 
givings of these official men. Ill paid^ liable 
to removal on slight grounds, and always 
looked upon as open to corruption, the temp- 
tation held out by such bribery was great ; 
and the influence which they were known to 
exercise over the people belonging to their 
jurisdictions, rendered their assistance worth 
a persevering effort to gain. 

It must not be supposed that the fore- 
going character is applicable to the whole 
body of the Portuguese magistracy. Corrupt 
as the majority too surely are, I have yet 
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known wiong them men. whose hanouiraUie 
principles, strengthened by a superbr edufist- 
tion» rendered them proof against eirery 
species of subornation : but such exceptions, 
I fear, are by no means common. 

Of the troops who still preserved their 
fidelity, a body was marched to oppose the 
insurgents,^ now stationed in the Alentejo: 
but the rebels retired upon their approsuc^h, 
and were evCTitually compelled to evacuata 
the province without coming to any engage- 
ment. Indeed they did not appear desirous 
of hazarding the diminution of their nnml>ei8, 
by fighting in that quarter: but rather of 
effecting a diversion in favor of their com- 
rades in the norA. For,>Alentego lying moie 
contiguous to the capital, any demonstratioii 
of a menacing nature on that. province, would 
obMge the govemmei|t there to concentrate 
its disposable force, and thus to. leave the 
Marquis of Chaves time to establish ium^elf 
at his old haunt in tb$ north ; where he might 
expect to receive morie. general and efifectual 
support thanin any other part of the country. 
Reinforced, he might pursue sucji course as 
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appeared to ptomise the most successftil 
results; whether by crosi^g the Dotiro, and 
entering th« Beira, or by marching upon 
Oporto, and there Qxiag his head-quarters.. 
But it seems that the marquift and his^cour 
federates had miscalculated the extent of 
their expected augmentation ; while the pre- 
parations made to defend the line of the. 
Tamega and Oporto so intimida1;ed the as- 
sailants, that, after a, very Jeisurely movement 
in that directipn, the marquis finally resolved 
to cross the Douro ; ,a decision to which he 
might further be induced by the opportunity 
thus gained of effecting a. junction witli the 
force lately repulsed from the Alentejo, and 
which was now slowly moving along the 
Spanish frontier, in order to unite with him. 

As it is not my purpose to write a history 
of this Lilliputian campaign, I ^hall merely 
say, that the small corps se^t against the in- 
surgents, was disposed with such skill as to 
confound all their calculations, and to drive 
thejqa bacl^ from every, position which they 
had takm up. In vain had they advanced 
considerably into the Beira; in vain pos- 
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sessed themselyes of Almeida, its principal 
fortified town. Threatened on all sides, and 
left to shift for themselves by the inhabitants, 
who were taught, by their cruel and impolitic 
violence, to consider them as invading foes, 
they were compelled to abandon their enter- 
prize, and to retire upon the territory of their 
worthy ally, depending on such resources as 
they were doubtless assured she would fur- 
nish to them. Would they ever have ven- 
tured forth from behind her frontiers, if not 
perfectly secure of again finding there a safe 
retreat, in the event of such discomfiture as 
they had now ^cperienced ? 

The operations of the insurgents, on this 
occasion, were conducted in a manner very 
similar to the campaign of their party in 
1823 ; that is to say, in a style more resem- 
bling a burlesque upon military movements, 
than the efforts of men who had a great and 
permanent interest at stake: much less of 
those to whom success would be aggrandize- 
ment, and defeat utter ruin. At the former 
period, they had been opposed by others who 
appeared ambitious of contesting with them 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF PORTUGAL. 265 

the palm of ignorance, folly, and imbecility ; 
and whose proceedings were as ridiculously 
unconnected and unmeaning as their OMrn. 
But now they had to contend with an army 
moving under diflTerent principles, and it 
would be most unjust to pass over, without a 
remark, the display of good generalship and 
sound judgment by which the marches of the 
government army were so ordered, as to me- 
nace and dishearten their opponents, and 
oblige them to retire without coming to an en- 
gagement. Such an event would have been 
extremely hazardous, as involving a trial of 
fidelity on the part of the defending army, 
under which it might very probably have 
failed. A natural dislike to bayonetting 
their countrymen and old comrades, would 
have given additional force to the influence 
of example, and to the awakened recollection 
of days when all were disposed to unite 
under that prince, in whose name the revolt 
was insidiously planned, and ostensibly con- 
ducted. 

It was, therefore, most desirable to avoid 
a personal encounter with the rebels ; and 
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the skill with which they were so effec- 
tually manoeuvred out of the country, with- 
out putting the constancy of their oppo- 
nents to too severe a test, demands the 
highest applause. While fairly claiming the 
merit of rescuing Portugal, by the energetic 
movement of our government, we must not 
withhold from her the conmiendation of hav- 
ing successfully maintained a struggle on 
her own behalf, until the effectual succours 
of her old ally could place her in an attitude 
of confidait defiance. 

But it is well known that to no particular 
officer, in command of any military body, 
belongs the praise of having formed these 
judicious arrangements ; and that all acted in 
pursuance of instructions received from the 
seat of a government, among the m^oibers of 
which it would be very difficult to select an 
individual capable of directing the combined 
movements* of an ariny. To account for it, 
therefore, we mtist adc^t a supposition very 
generally advanced, that these successive ope- 
rations were planned, matured, and executed 
under the presiding genius of the commander, 
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to whose experienced hand the troops of Por- 
tugal originally owed whaterer was imposing: 
in their character, or formidable in their esta- 
blishment. When the marquis of Abrantes 
entered Algarve, in October, and proclaimed 
Don Miguel as king, Lord Beresford was im- 
nuediately dispatched by our goTemment' to 
Lisbon, where he arrived on the 1st of No- 
vember,, and continued to reside, certainly not 
as an unconcerned 'Spectator of the>fate of 
that nation^ whose principal military com- 
mand he had so long and so efficiently borne. 
It i» extremely fortunate tha;t the insur- 
gents were so speedily obliged to evacuate 
Almeida. The state of that fortress, dilapi- 
dated, as it is, was fully adequate to its de- 
fence against such troops as were advancing 
upon. it; and the count of Villa Flor was 
thieaitened with the unpleasant necessity of 
ascertaining whether his m^i could be brought 
toaot ofiensively iagainst their invading coun- 
tryraai. This is the fortress which, in 1810, 
was delivered up to the French, through the 
tieackecy of some Portuguese oflScers, wbfeb 
caoaed the necessity of our sudden retreat 
upo» the linies of Torres- Vfedras; 
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If we may judge from the ridiculous^ ex- 
aggeration with which the Portuguese com- 
mander clothed his reports . of some very 
trifling afiairs, it must be presumed that he 
did not expect the opportunity of communi- 
cating any considerable successes, probably 
finding his troops by no means inclined to the 
attempt. Had the rebels, therefore, made 
good their possession of Almeida, for any 
length of time, an opportunity must have 
been given for tampering with the govern- 
ment forces, and undermining their fidelity 
to their present rulers; which, as we may 
infer from their conduct during the last six 
years, did not hold out any flattering promise 
to the supporters of Don Pedro's charter. 

This danger was happily averted by the 
arrival of our troops in Lisbon, which so 
affected the morale of the contending armies, 
as to induce a large portion of one to desert 
the standard of those who had seduced them 
from their allegiance, and to confirm the other 
in its wavering principles of obedience. To 
counteract the good effect naturally looked for 
from the appearance of our army once more 
in the Peninsula, it was industriously reported 
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that the English troops would not act against 
the Portuguese who had invaded their own 
country; for, it was argued, England was 
withheld from yielding such assistance by 
her pledge of not interfering between the 
political parties who might contend with each 
other in Portugal. 

This false assumption, however it might 
aflect the calculations of distant observers, 
had then no weight with either of the con- 
flicting bodies. They justly considered that, 
by dispatching thi« military force, England 
had explained her view of the recent inva- 
sions, as a foreign attack ; and that she had 
therefore come forward to support and pro- 
tect the country, in conformity with the 
articles of those treaties which formed the 
basis of her alliance with it. They did not 
so misjudge the consistent and intrepid cha- 
racter of England as to suppose she would 
rest satisfied with parading her soldiers in 
Lisbon ; but they gave her credit for a 
resolute purpose of employing them, most 
actively, against all invaders, to whatever 
nation they might belong. 
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The most urgent solicitations could not 
draw from England the aid of a single regi- 
ment until a' hostile force had actually crossed 
the frontiers ; but no sooner was it known 
that Spain had permitted the entrance from 
her territory of an army, which, without her 
consent and connivance, could never have as- 
sumed its threatening aspect, than a power- 
ful armament was dispatched to the Tagus, 
once more to reiterate the proofs ottea given, 
that, not only to the letter, but in the most 
liberal spirit of all her engagements, En^and 
was ready to prevent the wishes, and to sur- 
p^s the bopQ9« of all who could claim her 
succ<mr. 

Tjiie invaders did not wait for a prac^eal 
iUustratiop of her designs in favor of Por- 
tugal; they hastened again to take shelter 
in Sipain : but we mu^t conclude that, finding 
our army stiU sti^tionary ia lisbon, the re- 
jp^ated assurances of those whose interest it 
was to deceive them» at length gained t»ome 
^edit. Be^lieviiig that the Pritish woidd not 
act against them, they ventured oa a seeond 
irruption into Tras-ostwoote^, hoping fey an 
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attack on Opoito to ^^t^'bli^ them^elyes 
there, and thus to secure possession of the 
northern provinces. In this they completely 
failed, and we cannot but feel partiQi^lar sa- 
tisfaction in finding th^^t failure principally 
attributable to the gallant and , persevering 
efforts of one individual, an ,f!nglish c^cer, 
who resigned his British commission in order 
to devote himself entirely to the service of 
Portugal, where he has singly sustained the 
reputation of his countrymen, in a manner 
most honourable to them anji to himself. 

General Stubbs, by his presence of ininid» 
and. promptitude of action, has proved him- 
self fully equal to the most perplexing emer- 
gency. A more brilliant display of boldness, 
energy, and decision, was never, perh^^ps, 
witnessed, than that by which the pe]*SQnal 
exertions of this distinguished officer have 
recently saved the north of PQrtugal. In 
him the people af Oporto have still before 
their eyes a specimen of that, character which 
jJieir country in general has so often enjoyed 
the opportunity of appreciating; although 
the intriguing spirit of their wretched policy 
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has again oyercome their sense of its value. 
By this same narrow and envious feeling, 
have they been prevented from again seeing 
Lord Beresford at the head of their military 
force. And thus have they neglected the ad- 
vantages once more placed within their reach 
by the condescension of a man whose gene- 
rous feelings of sympathy would have oblite- 
rated from his mind the recollection of past 
insults and ingratitude, who would have re- 
organized, united, and disciplined that force, 
which his former efforts had alone rendered 
worthy to bear the name of an army. 

The movements of our troops upon Co- 
imbra did away with the deception under 
which their temporary pause in Lisbon con- 
tributed to leave the insurgents ; and we may 
reasonably conclude, that the last efifort of 
the rebels will prove to have been the ex- 
piring struggle of a discomfited faction. Now 
that their final expulsion is effected, and our 
army has taken up its assigned positions, no 
farther aggression from the Spanish territory 
can be apprehended. But let us be most 
particular in confining our military assistance 
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within die limits <tf this task, carefully avoid- 
ing the slightest appearance of interposition, 
on the part of our troops, in the internal go- 
vernment of the country. 

Any encroachment, any assistance, where 
her police is concerned, will be pregnant with 
the most disastrous consequences. With the 
administration of justice, with what relates to 
the reciprocal duties of rulers and their sub- 
jects, with all that binds these to their laws 
and to each other, British soldiers must be 
totally unconnected ; ever bearing in mind, 
that, as a foreign invasion alone could justify 
their appearance in that country, so, nothing 
but the repeated attempt at hostile aggre^ioifl 
from another kingdom, can authorize their 
slightest deviation from the quiescence of a 
defensive attitude. 

Should any new internal revolt arise, I 
will venture to predict that it cannot wear an 
aspect so serious as to disturb the general 
tranquillity of the country, or baffle the mea- 
sures which her government must be left to 
take for its suppression. To this conclusion 
I am led by the palpable fact, that all the 
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Fdvolutiotiary mofem^tfil ia Portugal have 
liithefto been Teatorcid upon ander the ex^ 
pectation of assistance from Bpain^ should 
such be required. The rebellioii of 1820 
sprung from the progress of Ihe Spanish con- 
flltitution ; the eobnter-reyolation of 18fi3 was 
edmihenced by tjie marquis of Chaveft, upon 
tiio adranee of the French army, and com- 
pleted iq>OB the triuftiph of a^bitraiy prin- 
ei{des m the sister kingdom. The revolt of 
182&, originatis^ iti the a^bltioiis projecte of 
4 turbulent party^ would never have become 
formidable if uni^sisted by Sj>anisb bribery, 
wad promises of all nteesbsary aid, both in 
arms and i^ troopsi But while a British 
army interposes between the territory of For- 
tugal, and that of her mischievous neigh- 
bour, a prospect so evidently ohim^ieal will 
fail to delude any considerable patt of the 
nation. 

To declin/Q all int^eience with the Portu- 
guese inhabitants, as far as our tiuxiUary 
forces are concerned^ may i^petir an easy 
task ; but in our political relati^is one of o(m- 
aiderable difficulty and m9it»eatoi^ in^t- 
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tence pKdd^nts itself. Hie duty 6f oul: mAi* 
tary oommanders is to see that no inyadei^ 
retain posdei^imi of the field ; but it semains 
for England to make good her ptomiseB of 
friendship to the country, by strenuously ex* 
erting the influence with which her guardian 
character inyests her, to ensuie to its people 
the fiill enjoyment of every advantage con^ 
nected with the cause which she advocates. 
I am aware how great a clamour has been 
mised, in different quarters, on the subject 
of ** thrusting a constitution on the Portu-» 
guese nation at the point of the bayonet^'* 
and if such nonsense deserved a serious refu- 
tation, it would be easily given. 

But unless it be asserted, that with the 
bayonet's point sir Charles Stuart accom- 
plished his benevolent purpose in Brazil, 
and that he by force of arms introduced the 
charter, so eagerly desired by every true 
patriot throughout Portugal, it is impossibly 
to' attach any meaning to this fttshionable 
expression. By the instrumentality of an 
Englishman, this benefit was conferred on 
our ally ; and £2ngland may congratulate 
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herself that such was the case ; but by the 
free, uncontrolled, undirected act of the Por- 
tuguese executive, was the charter promul- 
gated, established, and put into active ope- 
ration. Scarcely has this event taken place, 
when a hostile force enters Portugal, for the 
avowed purpose of overturning such beneficial 
act of legislation, and England, true to her 
treaties, dispatches an army to drive them 
thence. But if, from long observation and 
experience, England knows the character of 
the Portuguese government to be unsteady, 
vaccinating, intriguing, and inconsistent with 
its best principles, is it less her duty to see 
that the nation suffer not from its rulers 
that wrong which she will not permit it to 
sustain from those who, under foreign in- 
fluence, have rebelled against constitutional 
authority ? 

Let us keep, then, most carefully distinct, 
the dissimilar process of military and political 
interference. Our troops were sent for a spe- 
cific object, beyond which they must not ad- 
vance one step ; but while the Portuguese 
government feels that its very existence hangs 
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upon their presence, shall we not make use 
of the weight attached by such circumstance 
to our counsels, for the mutual advantage of 
both rulers and subjects ? 

That the undertaking is extremely diffi- 
cult, requiring all the firmness and all the 
delicacy that can be combined, calling too 
for an extraordinary exercise of judgment, 
temper, and an intimate knowledge of the 
country with which we have to deal, no one 
can dispute. But the incalculable advantage 
accruing to a nation whose battles we have 
fought, and whose welfare we have long 
watched over, ought to surmount the unge- 
nerous suggestions of selfish timidity; and 
although all the well-known intrigue of a 
Lisbon government be opposed to us, the 
motives inciting to perseverance are suffi- 
ciently powerful to promise well for the ac- 
complishment of the important task. 

An erroneous supposition is entertained 
by some, that in Portugal a considerable fac- 
tion bend their united efibrts against our in- 
fluence. But no English, or anti-English, 
feeling has ever existed there to such extent 
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as to deserve the title of party piejudioe. 
Our conduct and our people have berai judged 
by indiyiduaisy as occasion offered, and ap<- 
plauded or reviled according to our sympathy 
or indifference towards their supposed na- 
tional welfare. These, however* were merely 
the partialities and resentments of the mo- 
ment, and I believe that a recurrence of the 
same circumstances will always excite no 
more than the same temporary variations of 
feeling, in the mass of the Portuguese nation, 
towards us. 

Be the government as despotic as it may, 
there will be no ground for serious apprehen^ 
sion on their part, so long as we maintain an 
army of 10,000 men on their tenitory, and 
a naval squadron in the Tagm; but rather 
let Tis withdraw both, and leave the country 
to destroy itself in the violence of civil com- 
motions, than affix to the Ekiglish name the 
stigma of supporting an unjust administra- 
tion, and overawing an oppressed people. It 
is to avert so painfiil an alternative, that 
England should now keep a jealous eye upon 
the mlers of Portugal ; and should the oid 
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disiMMdlaon to bad fidtfa, and indiffefenctt t6 
^e public welfavd, re^appear, let the same 
threat be resorted te that is said to ha^re 
wiDu^t on John VI.» when by no otiuir 
means could iae be penuad^ to disiausa his 
ministry t, due tnenaoe of mthdrawing the 
British squadron, and leaying him, with his 
&vorite Subsenra, to concert measures fior tib^ 
suppression of that rebellious spirit of wbiAk 
he had so often experieneed the effediS. It 
Buist be jour put to apprise the executiy^e au4 
legislatiye powero that, unless they be faijtbful 
to their pledge of labouring for the happiilQSVl 
ttad ppos^iity of their copntry, they wiQ be 
k^ to jBiiGountQr alone the natiufal iQoas^- 
quenices of their miscondiict. 

The iseent promulga4:ioii of the cwstitil-' 
tional charter^ now renders this Tigilance, 49A 
QW part, more needful ( beoause, by the p^g*- 
leot x>f diose ^diose o&c^ it is to jbring it^ 
saaetnents ii^to due .operation^ injury r^thf^r 
than benefit to the coundtiy pmy be ith^ resul/k. 
Hkfi JBAsdogy wluoh it bears to imr own admi- 
iftblo and hstppy eonstitutioQ^ wiU n9t iimn^r 
diat^y pcoduce cMiespcmdiog fdvt^age^. 
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The required concurrCTice: of the three: estates 
is, with us, a formidable bar to innovations, 
the. tendency of which would generally be 
injurious, pur well-established laws, and poli- 
tical regulations, scarcely admitting of much 
alteration for the better. Portugal, on the 
contrary, groans under a code that requires 
not merely revision, but a total change in 
almost every particular; and it may be found 
as difficult there to unite the three estates 
for the amelioration of evil, as with, us for 
the overthrow of what is salutary and esti- 
mable. 

Many changes, sudden and entire, must 
be wrought in Portugal, unpalatable to roy- 
alty, to aristocracy, or to the I representa- 
tives of the people; and from obstructions 
easily raised in one of these: quarters, such 
delays, jealousies, and misunderstandings, 
may be produced as shall serve to counteract 
the best digested plans for the public advan- 
tage. Here, our prompt and decisive inter- 
ference is requisite to enforce, to the extent 
of our influence, the adoption of measures 
that will leave the nation no cause ta rer 
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gret the failure of Spanish policy, in at- 
tempting again to force upon them a form 
of goyemnient so despotic as to exclude 
all disputations on the subject of their in- 
terests. 

Before the eyes of Europe and the world, 
we have now established a proof of fidelity to 
our avowed principles, and of disinterested 
good-will towards our ally, to whom our aid 
w^ promised in the event of foreign aggres- 
sion. This aid was unhesitatingly extended, 
when, had England been disposed to interpret 
the spirit of her engagements according to 
the dictates of selfish policy, the claim might 
have been easily evaded. By taking up arms 
in defence of Portugal, she hazarded very 
serious consequences to herself; no less than 
igniting all Europe with the torch of war, 
while she, as the principal, must necessarily 
have been the most considerable sufierer. 
To avert from Portugal the impending storm, 
she fearlessly exposed herself to this peril, 
when, would she have stooped to subterfuge, 
it could have been plausibly argued, that the 
casus foederis had no more arrived, upon 'the 
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return of insurrectioiiary deserters from Spai^, 
than g^e held it to have done when they had 
before taken refiige in that country, and pro- 
ceeded to arm and to organize a host, for the 
evident purpose of such descent upon their 
native soil. 

The magnanimity of these proceedings on 
the part of our government is undeniable, 
when we consider how far from profitable tp 
us must be the alliance of Portugal in her 
present state. Imposing no conditions, dis- 
playing no reluctance, England succoured her 
in the hour of her most hopeless distress; 
and if it be pi^ved, that by now insisting on 
such measures as shall establish and guaranr 
tae the welfare of her people, we are lik^^dse 
laying a sur^ basis fiur our own permaoienl 
advantage in our future eonnexion widi hi^r^ 
purely none will accuse us of acting upna 
unfair or narrow principles. Gen^^ne IUmt 
rality rarely fails of reaping ite proper reward, 
whil« promoting the Wiell-being of ot^en ; 
aod that mich imtfi be out case, with r/sgaird 
to this uufortw^te canntry, mw hoking to 
us B^ the oniy bulwwk of her Ub«r$i^^^ i» as 
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evident, as that a more contracted view of our 
duties in respect to her would ultimately lead 
to an issue no less certainly disastrous to 
England, than it would be to Portugal irre- 
trievably ruinous : for the bond of union be- 
tween the two countries is now too closely 
drawn to *admit a separation of interests. 
To extend or to vrithhold the repeated, and 
strongly urged, application for military aid, 
was optional vrith our government; but the 
meaauie, once adopted, cannot be recalled; 
nor can a more responsible situation be easily 
conceiyed than that in which England, nmch 
to her hitmour, has yoluntarily placed herself 
in her political relations with Portugal. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



CONSIDERATIONS ON THE FUTURE PROSPECTS OF PORTUGAL; 
AND ON THE LINE OF POLICY WHICH IT BEHOVES ENGLAND 
TO ADOPT IN HER RELATIONS WITH THAT COUNTRY. 



After the attempt made, in the precedmg 
parts of this volume, to exhibit an historical 
yiew of ^e revolutions which have agitated 
Portugal since the close of the Peninsular 
war, it may not prove useless to offer a few 
remarks on the future prospects of that king- 
dom. The generous interposition of England, 
to arrest the calamities which were over- 
whelming the Portuguese people, has inti- 
mately connected us with their affairs; and 
our national interests and honour are all 
pledged to promote their future happiness, 
and to support among them that constitu- 
tional system which we have had so large a 
share in introducing. How these objects 
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may best be effected, it remains to enquire ; 
and having had a long experience of the 
character of the Portuguese, and the political 
state of their country, I may, perhaps, here 
be permitted to offer a few suggestions on the 
general subject. I shall endeavour briefly to 
state my convictions on the line of policy 
that it behoves England to adopt towards 
Portugal, in regard both to our commercial 
relations with her, and to the internal govern- 
ment of her people. 

If we would secure the affection of tlie 
Portuguese, our first step should be a gene- 
rous abandonment of those little profits 
which, by existing treaties, we may have 
been enabled to gather from our trading in- 
tercourse with them. Our object being both 
to confer and to reap advantages of far greater 
importance, this trifling gain must be relin- 
quished in furtherance of the design, and for 
the purpose of more effectually proving that 
the enlarged view which we desire to take, 
overlooks those, minutiae at which a narrow 
policy would eagerly . grasp. Why should 
we, for the paltry consideration of a trifling 
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monopoly of t^ade, «ralnp th^ «ie?rgies and 
deaden the enterprise of a people who, in 
their most prosperous estate, can never hope 
to compete with us, in any branch of the 
produce which they import from our shores ? 

There was, indeed, a time when that mar- 
ket yielded a return of wealth too important, 
and gave to our commerce an impulse too 
animating^ for such relinquishment upon any 
other grounds than those of absolute neces- 
sity. But that time has passed away; and 
our present exportations to her shores ar^ not 
worth a selfish calculaticm ; eveii if self-in- 
terest did not point out the obviom expe- 
diency of tiow exchanging our ccmmiercial 
relations with her for odiers of h political 
nature. For, let an eye be ca^t over the 
scale o£ our general mercantile intercourse 
with the different nations of the earth, and it 
will be found th^, dtiriiig a loikg series of 
years, a gradual decrease has been obsefv- 
able under ^e bead of Portugal : whfle, in 
an inverse mtio, the protifil derived fram 
trading with BraBil have ptt^rtiMfably 4«ig- 
nented. In shott> in sumittini^ i^ the c<ttn- 
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paratit«r receipts from those two eotintrie* 
dmihg thfe year 1826, it appears that th* 
totstl talbe of 6Mf exports to the Peninsula 
havd suffered a diminution, since the pre«- 
cediiig y^ar, of about half a million sterling ^ 
while those to Brazil have, in the same 
period, iiicreased to the same amount; the 
advantage in one quarter balancing the loss 
ih another. 

This fact deserves seriotts attention, as 
proving the rapid decrease of national pros* 
perity in Portugal, and the result is calctt^ 
lated to ^reconcile eVen the sordid mind to h 
voluntliry resignation, for the present, of 
% few delusive advantages, which, if w* give 
not our earnest attention to the support of 
that country, will shortly become valuieless to 
tw. England reckons, in the revenue of her 
post-'office alone^ an annual sum equalling 
ike entire revehue of the Portuguese nation : 
aM we may be ttssui!^, that however pro8<- 
percms the lieitter may, through dur means, 
tecomd, the ready m^rk^t which our hard^ 
iTMres find Ih the Petiinsul^ will always fe- 
titluAt <^j|> &teik if thfe import dUitiei^ were 
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double their present amount. Nor will any 
competition be for many years attempted, 
in producing supplies for her own consump- 
tion, except in the articles, and under the 
heads, of woollen cloths, cottons, glass, 
leather, and coarse linens. Indeed, coarse- 
ness must be the distinguishing mark of all 
her manufactures and artificial productions, 
the state of her machinery being almost as 
rude now, as in the days of its invention. 
Her workmen, too, are deficient in expert- 
ness ; and yet more so in that energy which 
security and confidence alone can bestow. 
Nor can these encouragements be experi- 
enced, ' until a long season of comparative 
prosperity shall have healed the wounds in- 
flicted by years of internal distraction. 

Therefore we may safely infer, that no 
attempt can be made to rival other nations in 
the production of any superior goods what- 
ever ; and no advance of duty will prevent 
our broad-cloths— rthe principal. article of our 
exports in that quarter-r-frpm constantly ex- 
periencing a sale as extensive as at^this, or 
any preceding period. Let us seek to; en- 
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rich Portugal, though it be at a present loss 
to ourselves : the comparatiye wealth that 
she may derive from our liberality, will, ere 
long, be poured back into our national coffers 
with interest; and the reward will be ren- 
dered doubly valuable to every benevolent 
mind by the reflection, that we are not 
grasping the extorted spoil of a helpless, 
perishing neighbour, but gleaning plentifully 
from the rich field where she will already 
have reaped an abundant harvest, through 
our forbearance and generosity. 

I have said, that political relations ought 
now to supersede those founded on commer^ 
cial principles: this is surely evident from 
the present state of the whole Peninsula. 
The influence of France is now all-powerfiil 
in Spain, whose principal fortresses are oc^ 
cupied by her arms, whose territory is over- 
run by her military force, and whose govern- 
ment could not exist for one week after the 
departure of such potent auxiliaries. Recent 
events have sufficiently proved the [absolute 
necessity of our preserving in Portugal a 
counter-balance to this formidable influence ; 

u 
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ua|e9Sr it be our wilt tb»tn $bei like'. Spftin, 
s^bduld exchs^e tb^ obar^icta* jqC ^a ia- 
^^Qtident Idagdom for th%t oC a bsdlpless 
prnviuce of tbie Fis^acb en^nre^ Of Ibis she 
jE^l§o ia perfectly awafe; a«id: if the merit 
gem^raliy ascribed t0 ii^, c^f b^ving iokrodm^d 
:V>; h€^ aceeptaa<te tlie pfes^&t eonstitulMDal 
£(>]^ pif gpresnmeat be j«ji^y^ ducj, lefe: w 
ii^^e ddiccK^y^, Qa. ^emipiikms adbeiei^e. to 
]^0U^^1 fonnaiKti^^ . OP dxeiid of koicuniiig 
lim cQSLSure q£ nan^w-itnndfd . eakulators, 
withhold us frppai titia^ course by which alone 
WB cai^ ensure prpsperity to hei^, bjbA to our- 
seln^es a s^tis^ctory retrosp^t. 

Now is the time to operate effectually on 
bar beba}<^ to qqnfirm thp- hopes we: haye un* 
l^)ar^(gly held out, and -to cou8<4ida^ the 
fonn of government, which, to say the least, 
w^ Imve publicly stamped with QW approval, 
Her happiaass m^d our character are.at sl|a)i^e : 
either, deserves a sacrififtQ of S9me value to 
sus^tjain it unimpaired ; and tjie umpn of h^ih 
objects should, be a motive sufficiently stroi^ 
to overcome the voice of distrust or pusiUaT 
niputy. We have goi^ip so. far as to effect a 
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militaiy occupation of her |>ri»dlpa) tawna): 
fronii this step we xannot now recede wiiJiaiit 
iiiiflictin^ on her a twofold injuiry'; nor fcan 
we here pause, \dth any tehh advantage; to 
her, or satisfaction to ourselves. 

It biehoyes'us, then, tb address the gomm- 
ment in terms clearly explanatory of: iSie 
principles of our interference; *^ We have 
once before driven from yoiir soil the in^mders 
who sought yout subjection : we have -now 
again repulsed from your territory the rebels 
who would have deluged it with kindred 
hlood, and oterwhehned you in tbe cuiiis of 
your most promising instltutioiiS; We |>lant 
a wall of defence between yxm and the ene- 
mies of your security : we protect you in the 
^oyment of those commercial advantages, 
^ich; through our mediation, have recently 
Ijfeen restored to ybu ; and lihiis, guardud as 
you are from foreign warfare, from domestic 
animosity, and from impending bankruptcy, 
we demand of you the redemption of thaj^ 
^kdge so sol^Binly given, to watch ov^r the 
intcT^tsi of the country. Whilri in ypur 
p6irts,^iaid at your frontiers, we repel ev^^y 

u2 
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external ibe» be it yours to banish from 
among your people those evils that have 
preyed upon them for successive years. Be 
it yours to legislate wisely, and actively to 
execute the laws you frame. Our treaties of 
alliance are not with this or that individual, 
whose influence may, for a time^ ride ascend- 
ant over the national councils. Portugal is 
our ally ; and to her permanent benefit your 
efforts must tend ; for to that, our friendship, 
our aid, and oiir inclinations principally 
point." 

If England shrink from using such a tone 
as this ; if she withhold her advice, or fail to 
insist on its adoption, she will find such a 
task undertaken in her recent proceedings, as 
will involve her in inextricable difficulties — 
a task as wearisome, profitless, and perplex- 
ing in peaceful times, as it will be inevitably 
ruinous in a season of war. The measures 
which we ought primarily to enforce, must 
be those which will tend to make the charter 
more familiar to the nation, and consequently 
more popular than it [now is : by putting into 
present operation all its most beneficial 
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enactments, and by bringing before the deli- 
berative bodies such proposals as will prove 
to the people that their dearest interests do 
indeed form the subject of continual study 
apiong the members of the state. 

In Portugal, so much meets the eye, in 
every imaginable point of view, requiring 
revision, alteration, substitution, expulsion, 
or introduction, that, to those who have not 
witn^sed the inconceivable adroitness of 
some governments in evading the perform- 
ance of duties, and splitting hairs on ques- 
tions of mere form, or ebullitions of private 
feeling, it must appear impossible for the 
executive to avoid being busily and import- 
antly occupied. But experience has shewn 
for how many hours every day men may sit 
in solenm debate, and leave their country's 
cause, at the end of a session, just where 
they found it at the commencement. This 
was eminently the case with the former 
Cortes : the people know it : and nothing 
will so convincingly prove to them the supe- 
riority of the present constitution, as the 
adoption of a widely different line of con- 
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duct, on the part of their repi:e)9eiitatiTes, 
conyened tinder it. 

Royal promises, too, have been scattered 
most profusely, in former days, among ibe 
expecting people, and eagerly caixgfat at, :as 
the earnest of approaching prosperity, flliese 
were found to be as itisubstatitial as air { and 
something better than bare assertion will be 
requisite to satisfy the Portugurae * nation, 
that the proclamations of Don Pedra, and 
-the speeches of the infanta regent, will lead 
to more tangible fruits than w^re produced 
by the daily assurances of John VI. 

Anothier most important mutual advan^ 
tage will accrue, from 6ur thus appl3d]ftg:a 
needful spur to the leading authorities* >iii 
Lisbon. Spain cannot but watoh, with a 
curious and interested eye, the progress of 
reforms which we have put it oilt of her 
power to interrupt. Neitheirx^an she be bMnd 
to the rising prospedly of her sister'kxEtgdwit, 
under a t^nperate and constitutional &mn of 
monarchical govermnent ; nor fail to coxitrast 
^is happiness with the wretched slavery >to 
which she herself is again reduced,' biB^e^th 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF PORTUGAL. i»5 

the rod of a despotism, unrestraiiied in its 
exercise, . and wielded by the most imbecile 
and contemptible of kingly puppets. Ube 
result is easily to be 'foresieeii : ^k- w^ 
struggle to shake <^ff the disgrabeAil yoke^ 
and her indignant feelings, eJtcited td the 
highest pitch Against the foreign artieiies 
which have thrown and chaiiied her pi-osti^ate 
beneath the foot bf Ferdinand; will butl^t 
forth, to their sudden ekd signal discomfiiure; 
She will be aroused to prove that^^'she is li 
Aation still-^a nation sensible of hb)* ftet^umti^ 
lated wrongs, and prepared to' re-asi&ertj Wl& 
irresistible ardour, a natioh's violati^ rights. 

In this we may foresee a most formidable 
weapon preparing for our use, as a Salutary 
and effectual eheck upoti any menacing 
moTttnent, or warlike inclination, that Friainge 
may hereafter indicate against Bngland. 
Spain will riot always be the vassal of thstt 
power, whose armies we cha^d- from h^ 
mountams, and hunted through her vaUies: 
she. will not always wear the topect of 
treacherous -hostility against tliose ^i^llies Who 
cfonquered in her tmui^e. If el^i* a 
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prospect dawned upon a suffering and de* 
graded people, such now sheds a distant 
hope upon Spain. It rests with us to remove 
the obstructions which interpose against its 
consununation ; and to beware lest our su* 
pineness postpone for many years the deli- 
verance of a whole nation. France holds the 
Spanish people in unwilling bondage : even 
among those who, in 1823, were most anxious 
for her interference, she may now number a 
host of foes, whose jealousy and resentment 
she provoked by her rentention of Cadiz, 
Barcelona, and other strong holds of Spain. 

Perhaps to the consciousness of this 
general hatred, may be traced her abandon- 
ment, in 1826, of the measures which she so 
authoritatively sanctioned, and so powerfully 
established three years before. Her situa- 
tion, lofty and commanding as it appears, is 
by no means an enviable one. But it is ours 
to improve the opportunity now afforded, of 
giving silait, though most ej£cient, encourage- 
ment to the future rising spirit of the Spanish 
people, by placing before their eyes the 
fairest example of those blessings, which 
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they want but reviving energy to grasp at in 
their turn. 

With such prospects ^ in view, I must 
maintain that England is bound to press her 
counsels upon the Portuguese government in 
a way that, under other circumstances, she 
might hardly deem justifiable. All coercive 
measures are, of course, entirely out of the 
question ; but there appears, in the character 
of the present rulers, reasonable ground to 
hope for a ready acquiescence in these friendly 
suggestions. The infanta regent possesses 
every requisite to promote the happiness of 
the nation^ Good natural abilities, quickness 
of comprehension, and kindness of heart, 
distinguish her. And although the time 
approaches when she ought to relinquish the 
regency, she must be kept till then from the 
influence of those intriguing deceptions to 
which she is necessarily exposed. I say the 
princess ought, shortly, to relinquish the re- 
gency ; because, in all its bearings, the cliar^ 
ter must be supported ; and in virtue of its 
express enactment, Don Miguel will very 
Boon claim the right of administering the 
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goyemment during the queen's minority* 
Until he assume that office, no lasting tran- 
quillity can be expected in the country, his 
right being well understood, and his party 
too strong to be kept in subjectiop while the 
queen is a minor. To see him established in 
his authority as regent, is our duty, when he 
shall have attained the prescribed age, and 
have bound himself by such obligations as 
may satisfy his brother, and the nation gene- 
rally, that he will attempt nothing subyemre 
of that charter on which his right is founded, 
jind in support of which, we find ourselves 
called upon to assert his claims. 

We must not be led into the error d[ 
ifiotagining that, because, by the imposmg 
array of our troops, rebellion is now smo* 
thered, and Portugal tranquillized, the wlidie 
mass of the Portuguese nation will therefore 
l%y aside their long-cherished pfejodi^es 
and partialities, embrace the charter gei^- 
roiUy ) and blend their contending . factions 
into one, beneath th^ influential pres^i/Ce of 
our ^ army (kC occupation. This wm not ht: 
^ati^e iis not ^ prominmt f^tute in th^ir 
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character ; and those who Ifave the interests 
of Portugal most sincerely at heart, do not 
always rank the highest in her estimation, by 
whatever labours and sacrifices they may have 
evinced the reality of their good will to- 
wards her. 

Of the people, the majority, it is true; 
have now hailed the charter : yet, among its 
most open supporters, there is a numerous 
and powerful party who approve it no farther 
than as it protects them from a renewal of 
the scenes that, in 1824, threatened them 
with destruction. These, who were more 
peculiarly endangered by the attempts of the 
insurgents, most ardently desired the interpo* 
sition of England : but wheti they behold, 
thi^Migh her means, these vengeful enen^es 
rendered harmless, their former principles 
will re-^assert tl^emselves. Gathering strength 
from the jpational share of just freedom afford- 
ed by the charter, they will begin to cry for 
more liberty than it allowi^; and they will 
regard, with increasing dissatisfaction, those 
to whe» they attribute the adoption of terms 
more *fevorable to royalty, and imposing a 
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Stronger curb on popular licentiousness, than 
accords with their notions of a free govern- 
ment. 

Neither will the genius of intrigue forsake 
the opposite faction, however its open mani- 
festation may be checked by existing insti- 
tutions, and by the barrier tHat intercepts the 
support of their armed auxiliaries. Sancti- 
fying with the names of devoted loyalty and 
true religion, the narrow prejudices and sullen 
bigotry of former ages, they will long for the 
re-establishment of despotism and supersti- 
tion ; looking forward to the return of their 
titular king, as to the appointed triumph of 
these their darling errors. And in fact, it is 
but too probable that, should Don Miguel be 
kept from the country until he can no longer 
be restrained, the overthrow of those institu- 
tions which caused his annoyance, will be- 
come his object ; and in rewarding their op- 
posers he will not fail to seek the injury of all 
who supported them. 

This whole question, of Don Miguel's as- 
sumption of the functions of government, is 
one requiring mature and careful deliberation. 
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for on it) more than on any thing else, hang 
the internal peace of the country, and the 
stability of her newly acquired privileges. 
This return of the infante, which must sooner 
or later be looked for, must principally be 
kept in view, where the affairs of Portugal 
are imder discussion. His name has been 
used by the insurgents as their rallying word ; 
.under it a regency, opposed to that lawfully 
established in Lisbon, has been appointed; 
and it still is heard from many lips, still che* 
rished in more hearts, as though he ^ere a 
rightful monarch, forcibly exiled, but ever 
reigning in the loyal affections of his people. 
It were, however, unjust to suppose that Don 
Miguel sanctions such misuse of his name, 
in direct contradiction to the explicit and 
repeated assurances, and solemn oath, in 
which he has recorded his full and cheerful 
recognition of his brother's sovereignty, and 
freely ratified the arrangements made on his 
behalf. Yet it must be grating to his feel« 
ings to see the throne of his ancestors thus 
pass away from him, during the life*time of 
his brother, who, for himself and his direct 
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SQale Une^ has choBen a new empire, while 
be places, ^ female child on that anoint 
.tbr(ma 

I have alveady fully dwelt on the legal 
justification of Don Pedro^s proceeding in 
tt^ft matter; but we cannot expect Don 
Miguel to view it in a light so unfaTarable 
to Ms own interests, and natural wish-^s. To 
him^or at least to his ccmscientious partisans, 
it seems that the young princess inherits this 
kingdom upon precisely the same title by 
which it wot^d have devolved upon^ hiinself, 
had the sepat^oix of Portagal and Brazil, 
during his father's life-time, b^h recoghissed 
dejurej as it was de facto. 

That the present succeission has been 
settled according to the law of Portugal, 
may be proved by a reference to that passed 
in the yeai? 1641, wherein it was provided, 
** that in case liie king of Portugal should be 
called' to the siiccession of another crown, or 
of a greater empire, and be conipdled to re^ 
sidi^ always there ; and if he has' two or moii8 
male children^ the eldest son shall assume 
the reins of government in the foreigxi doun- 
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try,^Bd the seeoa^ in Portugal; and the 
lattej^ shall be t)ie only reco^ized heir and 
legitiHiate successor." Undoiiibtedly ii this 
king of Portugal is Don Pedro, in his a8sig^- 
meat of the crown to a youagipr child^: he 
has. acl^ in conformity with the law above 
quoted; But a person interested in taking a 
dijQEerent view of the matter, ^ould find but 
little sophistry required to> maintain that^ in 
fact^ John YI. wa& the monarch so called to 
a greater empire, when he took upon himsel| 
the title of emperor of Brazil, a £bw months 
previous to his death ; and that in Don Pedra 
and Don Miguel we behold the two sons^ of 
whom the elder being quietly established ii^ 
regular succession on the throne of Brazil, 
the younger» as; at matter of right, must^ seal; 
himself an that of. Portug^. 

TH^ letter* of. this law,, indeed, will i^ot 
admit of such, interpretation, nor did John 
VI. either make the slightest movement to- 
w«jrd$ takiiiig possession of the Bra;siUaA 
^npire, or by any act attempt to interfere 
witii the acknowledged sovereignty of his 
Sf>n, vfhose titl^ an4 authority he fully re^og^ 
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nized, in the treaty already given, and in 
other official acts. But yet it cannot be 
denied that such an allotment of the respec- 
tive crowns would have been in close con- 
formity with the spirit of the law. Nor nmst 
we be surprised that many in Portugal prefer 
this interpretation, which would have given 
them, a king, well-fitted, in their own estima- 
tion, to assume the chief power, instead of a 
long minority terminated by the accession of 
a young female, bom and educated in another 
hemisphere, and among those whom they 
consider as the revolted subjects of their 
ancient monarchy, and whose principles are 
exceedingly opposed to their own. 

Of Don Miguel himself we have no reason 
whatever to conclude that he is otherwise 
than perfectly reconciled to what he could 
not prevent. He has declared himself con- 
tented with the distant prospect, after exer- 
cising the functions of regent during his 
queen's minority, of appearing only as the 
titular sovereign of a kingdom, over which 
a great portion of its natives conceive that 
he ought to reign the absolute monarch. If 
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such be really his feeling, too much commeii- 
dation cannot be bestowed upon him ; ac- 
quainted as we all are with the energy and 
enterprize of his character. But it is riot 
enough that he be thus peaceably disposed ; 
some means should be adopted, without delay, 
to reconcile the party distinguished as his, 
and to unite them in cordial concurrence with 
the present regency, as long as it exists. 
This party is very powerful, even if we ex- 
clude from it all who axe friendly to .despotism 
for its own sake, without a reference to / any 
individual ruler. 

It is desirable to convince them that the 
present is a teiinporary arrangement, and that 
in a short time Don Miguel will, according to 
the charter, be placed at the head of the go- 
vernment,, until the young queen shall have 
piassed her minority. To fix the period at which 
the infante should thus be entrusted with the 
chief power, may be somewhat difficult. If 
he refuse to enter into a solemn contract to 
uphold the present form of government, no- 
thing should be done until the expiration of 
the four years for which the present chamber 
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ci dcpvLtxM are dected ; not until their i;uc* 
CMsom have taken their seats, and the two 
chambers hav^ fully eatertd into the business 
bf thtt session. The marriage of Don Miguel 
ought in this case to bd celebrated previous 
to his t^tum from Bralil; aiid as twelve 
years is no uncommon connubial age for the 
^females of South America, very little addi- 
tional delay triU be occasioned cm thn ac- 
count. . 

Tb^ regency (tf the infknte, extending 
from the period of his marriage to that at 
which the queen shall attain the fiill age 
nettled by the charter, must be, in many 
respects, difierentiy constitated from that now 
establii^ed under tiie infanta, m as to insure 
the fiilfilment of the ccmditions imposed, fixr 
tfae security of existing institutions. But ccr^ 
tainly a praq)ect like this^ at no gfeat tli»- 
tance of time, will tend muck to codftferttct 
the dei^lgns ti those who would seduce Dim 
Mignd mto an active opposition to tiie prcl- 
simt administmtion, and tiie coBStitutimtal 
charter. Hie stability xit tiUs gvromment 
JMm P%dM wiH doubUeas stady to oonfinti. 
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by the tenor of such restrictions as he may 
deem it right to impose on his brother; and 
the presence of onr troops will combine to 
guard it. 

That such an arrangement would be the 
best possible means of surmounting the diffi* 
culties that threaten Portugal, in her very 
delicate and peculiar relations with the in- 
fante, I am far from presuming to assert. 
The suggestion is only one of many sch^nes 
that may be devised by those better ac- 
quainted with th6 existing circumstances that 
connect the Rio, Lisbon, and Vienna. But 
this I will fearlessly and confidently predict, 
that unless some efficient and satisfactory 
measures be speedily adopted, to reconcile 
the Miguelites and the existing governmwt, 
Portugal will not only continue in her present 
wretched state of debasement, but her de* 
iiverance from it will likewise become more 
hopeless than erer; while the political mte- 
rests of England will be unarailingly sacri- 
ficed, and her troops insulted by those whom 
they are commissioned to protect. The queen 
also will take possession of a throne invohredi 
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in deeper perils, and more irremediable eyila, 
than those with which her unfortunate grand- 
father had to contend; while the assumption of 
his titular authority will be with Don Miguel 
the signal to commence a line of vexatious 
and injurious policy, in regard to England. 
He will naturally be taught to consider the 
part which we have taken against him as an 
unjust exclnsi(»I from liis legitimate rights; 
and he will surely seek to revenge himself for 
the long period of exile and mortification that 
must have mtervened, if no mode of con- 
ciliating him iand his zealous champions shall 
have been, in the interim, decided on. 

What the counsels of England may be I 
cannot pretend to anticipate. We have states- 
man fully competent to the task of duly con- 
(^idering the subject, and suggesting such pro- 
visions as may ensure the most favorable 
results. But these counsels must, in justice 
to ourselves, and to the ally whose territory 
our troops now occupy, be frankly and un- 
equivocally given ; and enforced by the ile- 
<;laration, that unless sufficient weight be 
allowed to attach to them^ our anny will 
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immediately be recalled. Admittmg, as we^ 
have done, and answering with ready succour, 
the plea for military aid against an invading 
foe, we know of no treaty by which we: are 
bound to maintain such force on their terri- 
tory, on the speculative possibility of a second 
armament being prepared in Spain, tO' take 
advantage of our departure. 

Portugal must know that we are interested 
in her welfare, both as respects our friendly 
feeling towards her, and as we have so freely 
linked our own political relations with hers. 
She is also to be convinced that we do not 
consider our duty fulfilled when we have ex- 
pelled her foreign invaders. A new, and pro- 
bably an intriguing government, now claims 
to direct her course ; if her public prosperity 
be compromised by her rulers, we shall desire 
by firiendly counsel to rectify their errors. It 
should be our object to render our national 
interference j which was so earnestly sought 
after in the hour of danger, conducive to the 
permanent happiness of every class among 
her- population, in. accordance with the charter 
which she has solemnly accepted^ and which, 
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if rightly administered^ is calculated to pro- 
dace every needful benefit, well suited to the 
genius of the country, and must promote 
her growth in prosperity, respectability, and 
power. 

The Portuguese executiye govermnent, as 
well as the condition of the people, being 
burdened and corrupted by innumerable 
errors, and abuses of the most obstinate 
description, it is only by effecting complete, 
though gradual reforms, in all, that the grand 
object can be achieved, so indispensable to 
the welfEtre of the country, of amalgamating 
opinions and feelings that hitherto have re- 
fused toblend, and conciliating adverse parties, 
whose violent dissentions must continue to 
rend and destroy their unhappy country. 

Let the rulers of Portugal be distinctly told 
that we are willing to sacrifice some com- 
mercial advantages for the benefit of their 
people, requiring in return such measures on 
their part as shall render that nation a usefiil 
and respectable ally, instead of a burdensome 
dependent* That, among the first of their 
puMic acts must be numbered the ie*oiigajai* 
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zatkni aad eqiupmeatt both of hcsr army and 
nwfj. At leaflt ao.OOO well disciplined troops 
must be provided from her population, as 
absolutely necessary for her defence on any 
emergency; that the trouble and risk of 
organizing them may not again be imposed 
upon us, when, perhaps, her frontien; may 
be occupied by an active enemy, as was the 
qase in 1809, while we were obliged singly to 
sustain the combat for her, until we could ^o 
far train her raw undisciplined battalions, as 
to commit them in the field by our side. 
From the lessons then given by our officers, 
and the example daily afforded in our sol-> 
diers, the army derived some benefit. But 
we must not be contented with an imposing 
militia force on paper; this branch of the 
Portuguese army has now no chance of ever 
being so organized as to become effectively 
disposable. We may expect to find* through^ 
out this branch, a resemblance to one of their 
best regiments, which precipitately disbanded 
itself during the progress of the counta*-revO' 
lution in 18*23 ; each man flying to his own 
home, lexposing the town of Thomar to be 



Digitized by 



Google 



312 STATE OF PORTUGAL. 

deli^ed with blood, as it assuredly would 
have been, had not individual resolution pre- 
vented it. 

In how deplorable a state is the navy of 
Portugal ! The docks of Lisbon produce as. 
beautifiol ships as can be launched, and the 
Portuguese sailors received much well^amed 
commendation from our naval commanders, 
under whom they individually served during 
the last war. Yet it cannot be forgotten 
that, within a very few years, the Tagus was 
blockaded by two Algerine corsairs, who 
maintained their station for a considerable 
tiine, with impunity, and set the whole Por- 
tuguese navy at defiance. England has a 
light to demand particiilar attention to this 
very important branch of national defence. 
The next war in which we are involved may, 
probably, array a very powerftil maritime 
pepi^e against us ; and we, who have so 
prodigally lavished both our naval and mili- 
tary resources in the cause of Portugal, must 
require that she now establish a competent 
nursery for seamen, in the prospect of lending 
us such assistance hereafter as the remem- 
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brance of our fonner and present aid must 
reader her desirous of placing at our disposal, 
if one honourable or grateful feeling exist in 
her bosom. A Portuguese squadron may be 
no unacceptable auxiliary to us, in the de^ 
fence, perhaps, of its own coast. 

Should the council of state prove itself too 
ignorant or too prejudiced for the promotion 
of these objects, on a scale worthy the nume- 
rical strength and political pretensions of 
their country, let the regency ensure suffi- 
cient support to the design, by conmianding 
a majority among them ; a task by no means 
difficidt, as no restriction is laid with respect 
to the numbers composing the council; or let 
their opinion be taken merely on those sub- 
jects connected with the moderating power, 
in which the charter renders their interference 
unavoidable. In the chamber of deputies, a 
cordial support will doubtless be given to all 
measures evidently calculated to improve and 
aggrandize the country ; and wretchedly weak 
indeed must that government be, which, in 
the present state of Portugal, cannot, on every 
question, ensure a majority in the upper cham- 
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her. Want of energy, or uBprincipled in- 
trigue, in the quarters from whence the coun- 
try expects the amelioration of her miseries, 
can alone present an effectual bar to improve- 
ment; that energy we must supply, should 
the rulers be palpably deficient in it, and 
counteract the baneful influence of such in- 
trigue, fby touching on the chord that m^ost 
readily vibrates — the fear of our desertion. 

Agriculture must be carefully encouraged, 
and relieved from the grievous oppressions 
with which it is now burdened ; not by fixing 
a high maximum of prices, as was done by 
the Cortes in 1821, to the ruin of the farmer, 
but by removing some, and diminishing others, 
of the heavy dues to which his produce is 
liable* The friars have immense estates at- 
tached to their own communities; let them 
be restricted to these sources of wealth, and 
let the tithes, the eighths, and the fourth^) 
drawn from lands cultivated within the dis- 
tricts of their respective convents, be entirely 
suppressed. These extravagant demands of 
the church are the principal shackles that 
paralyze the hand of industry; and ma^ay 
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a league of good land lies untilled, because 
the poor farmer cannot ensure a sufficient 
return for his labour to cover all the unavoid- 
able expences of its cultivation, after the 
king's taxes have been claimed, and the 
exorbitant church dues rigidly levied, as they 
invariably are. When these grants were first 
made to the convents, very little of the neigh- 
bouring land was under cultivation. At pre- 
sent theb wealth is sufficiently enormous, 
without wringing frpm the needy agriculturist 
the hard earnings of his toil. Although any 
attempt to decrease the property of which the 
c^^<^gy are individually in possession must be 
avoided as a perilous experiment, yet it might 
be found very advantageous narrowly to re- 
strict the number of individuals permitted to 
enter the convents, admitting none under a 
certain age. This would be an important 
step towards a general reform, and others 
mighty in process of time, become practi- 
caUe. 

The law which confines the term of leases 
to a period of four years, should be repealed. 
It not only bars the improvement of lands, 
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but leads to their c<mtiiiual impoyeridhment ; 
because^ each tenant will seek to extort from 
the soil its utmost produce during his short 
proprietorship, and few can afford, fewer yet 
think themselves required, to enrich it for 
the next stranger who may become the oc- 
cupant. 

The parochial clergy should receive an 
augmentation of salary » both with a view of 
encreasing their personal respectability, and 
of attaching them more firmly to the govem- 
ment» ^hose interests they can largely pro- 
mote by means of their powerful influence 
over the minds of the lower orders. We have 
seen to, how fatal an extent they were alien- 
ated under the- old constitution^ by the rude 
and oppressive measures of the Cortes. 
Every repetition of such impolitic proceed- 
ings must be carefully avoided, and no^ ex- 
ternal disrespect to the clergy allowed: for 
their enmity is as much to be deprecated; as 
their services in keeping the people tranquil 
are valuable. Most of them may be brought 
to concur in projects for the gradual and 
general education of the lower< classes, if it 
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be nuifde dearly conducive to 4lieir oijto ad- 
vantage ; and this is a most desirable point 
to attain^. For, as long as the people con- 
tinue sunk in ignorance so deplorable, they 
will be the passive instruments of every artful 
deceiver who can gain their attrition ta his 
misrepresentations. 

The power of proposing laws rests with 
the government ; but in its choice of mea- 
Isures, it should be guided by the judgment 
of those most intimately conversant with the 
state of the country. Decrees relating to the 
distribution of justice must be most carefully 
framed, for no departknent requires a more 
eomplete reform than this, so complicated 
and so obstinate are the abuses that have ih^ 
terwoven themselves with the whole system. 
To put a period to bribery and subornation, 
will alone be an Herculean labour; nor can 
the necessary remedies be applied, nor the 
requisite improvements effected, unless disin- 
terested itinerant commissioners be appointed, 
with full powers, to examine into and report 
upon the numerous mal^practices of that 
devouring host of placemen. When the 
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people see an impartial process of ^iquiry 
and reform in activity at their very doors, 
they will begin to hope for real deliverance 
from evils that have hitherto defied their 
every attempt even to ensure a fair discussion 
of them at the seat of government. 

The Portuguese people manifest an ex- 
traordinary spirit of oppoi^tion against the 
introduction of every attempt at innovations : 
that is to say, against every improved plan of 
operation, whether in agriculture, mechanics, 
or any other department of industry. Hie 
press now used in preparing oil differs in 
nothing from those which were in vogue some 
centuries back : this rude machine consists 
of the trunk of a large tree, about thirty feet 
in l^tigth; an enormous st<m6 is the force 
applied to this clumsy lever, to which it is 
suspended by a wooden screw, that serves to 
raise it from the ground as required : and this 
acte upon the bruised olives, placed near the 
other extremity of the trunk, and presses the 
juice from them. A foreigner, residing in 
Portugal, took the husks and kernels tliat 
had passed through this process, and {dacisig 
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them in a press where the pcywci of the screw 
was properly brought into action, obtained 
more than a eighth part of oil, in addition to 
what had already been extracted by the 
common method. The strange antipathy of 
these people to improvements^ may be farther 
illustmted by the following curious instance: 
the same person, when planting a vineyard, 
wished to avoid the nisedless cost and labour 
attendant on the usual process. According 
to this, the ground is dug to the depth of 
nearly four feet, and the vine cuttings laid in, 
at about the same distance apart*. The £>- 
reigner in question made use of an instrument 
resembling a large gimblet, which, while it 
bored the soil, likewise inserted the cutting. 
It was afterwards discovered that the native 
labourer, indignant at the innovation, had, 
with the young dckms, introduced speargrass, 
which ultimately destroyed them. He also 
attempted an improvem^it on the miserable 
bullock-carts, and succeeded in ccmstruciang 
a ear which, when heavily laden, was drawn 
by one bullock more easily than the awkward 
maehiaes of the country could be mov^ by 
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two oxen. But he experienced the greatest 
difficulty in persuading any Portuguese to 
work with it; and at length it was inten- 
tionally destroyed. One man exclaimed, ^^I 
will no longer drive such a cart ; for load it 
as heavily as you may, it wiU not squeak" — 
alluding to the incessant grating noise pro- 
duced by their rude revolving axles: an 
abominable sound, which the rustics believe 
to be as encomraging to their oxen as it is 
agreeable to themselves. 

This determined resistance to every novel 
introduction, is the natural offspring of igno- 
rance and long-rooted prejudice : it must be 
Overcome by liberal encouragement, and by 
noticing indications of creative genius with 
adequate rewards. In all cases of useful in- 
vention^ the recompense must be ample, and 
the patent preserved inviolable to its owner. 
The people will soon learn to regard with 
complacency those modem improvements, 
which they now hold as wanton superfluities, 
because their fathers contrived to do without 
them. The empire of Brazil^ an infant- in 
respect to time, is far more advaniced in many 
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branches of experimental knowledge than its 
ancient mother m Europe: the difiusion of 
useful instruction will he to her a. valuable 
boon; and if the present opportunity pass 
away, leaving the great mass of her popqla- 
tion still in darkness, we cannot hope to 
behold her in that situation in which it is 
alike our duty and our interest to place her. 

To promote the free circulation of internal 
trade, in all its branches, it will be necessary 
to facilitate the navigation of the Tagus and 
other rivers, connecting distant stations by 
means of canals, and paying much attention to 
the repair and improvement of roads, as the 
nature of produce and amount of population 
may point out. A valuable source of eco- 
nomical supply presents itself, in the abun- 
dance of excellent fish that surrounds the 
coast. The better curing of this article, for 
which the demand is very great, deserves 
attention and encouragement from the legisr 
lature, as tending to diminish the needless 
quantity of salt-fish now annually imported. 
Tobacco, and other contracts, should be taken 
into the hands of government: they may 
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produce, if rightly conduGted^ a considerable 
accession to the revalue; and will likewise 
afford employment to many public functiona- 
ries, whose present number calls for great re- 
duction in every department. That valuable 
fruit, the olive, demands every attention, both 
in respect to its cultivation, and to the manner 
of extracting the oili It has already been 
shewn that, by the unskilful process stiU in 
use> one eighth part of the latter is totally 
lost. 

Of the manufactures I have spoken fully; 
and must here repeat my hope that England 
will proye the sincerity of her desire to Bssist 
most effectually oa this head. Satisfied that 
no encourag^nent, however strongs no im* 
provement, however rapid^ can enable Portu- 
gal to ccHnpete with us in foreign ports, or 
even to supply her own population, except in 
a few articles of the coarsest description^ let 
us^ at a sacrifice scarcely perceptible to our- 
selvesy at once open to her a mine of national 
prosperity. . Let her double all her unporta* 
tion duties on woollen goods, cottons, glass, 
paper, and leather. This will leaye to us an 
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equai advantage wiik all other nations trading 
to her shores ; and with this we ought to rest 
satisfied, for a time at least. Her manufac* 
tories: will thus acquire a new impulse -from 
our forbearance, although a long pei^ must 
elapse before, they can, in any degziee^ supply 
the country. 

The goTemment revenue will meanwhile 
receive a laige increase ; and the advance in 
price will only affect, the consumers of such 
imported goods as axe not. required among 
the suffering peasantry, and impoverished 
classcss. The preference long enjoyed by vs^ 
was. conceded in Portugal's, happier days, 
whca she held a conspicuous station ^ among 
the maritime traders of the' world. A sad 
reverse has now befallen her; and how cbU'- 
sonant will it: be to that high character which 
[England sustains and glories in, to. forego the 
advantage-^unsdiioited^ and certaiidy unex- 
pected, as the sacrifice must be— in^the hour 
of her ancdent fii^d's calamity. 

If a line of pcdiey less broad in its^basw, 
orr less philairtfariKpioin> its principles^ be 
acbptecfc, .we shall speedily see Portugal over- 

y2 



Digitized by 



Google 



324 STATE O P PORTUGAL. 

whelmed in irretrievable calamities, ultimately 
extending their fatal eflFects to our own 
shores. We 'may powerfully support the 
present system, convinced that it promises 
every desirable good to the people; but ex- 
perience will shew that it is capable of being 
made, like the former constitution, as de- 
structive in practice, as it is beautiful in 
theory. We may maintain an army on the 
Portuguese territory, sufficient to repel those 
enemies who now menace her; and we may 
scatter a little money in the districts imme- 
diately surrounding the stations which that 
army occupies. But unless we demand a 
change in the internal administration, much 
more extensive than that which the charter 
will necessarily produce, if executed to the 
letter, we shall bring on ourselves a weight 
of guilt, and its consequent punishment. 

For every unjust act conmiitted, every na- 
tional benefit withheld, by a corrupt or in- 
dolent legislature, we shaJA incur as heavy a 
responsibility as if we ourselves had formed 
a part^f that government which we protect 
with our army and our fleet. Ck>ndemning, 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OF PORTUGAL. 325 

as every Briton must do, the conduct of 
France towards Spain, whom, by the force 
of her arms, she holds in subjection to a 
worthless tyrant, we shall become particir 
pators in the deed to a disgraceful extent; 
and, in the eyes of the world, bear upon our 
national character the same stain. Our late 
conduct, which, by its magnanimity, has 
drawn forth the language of general com- 
mendation, will be fraught with a curse in- 
stead of a blessing; and we, who justly 
assume to be the unalienable friends of a 
confiding and faithful ally, shall become the 
objects of deserved scorn, hatred, and re- 
proach to those who implicitly depend on our 
professed good-will. 

All may not discriminate, but all can feel; 
and Portugal, in her every cottage, will judge 
of England according to the fruits she shall 
reap from her present interference. So far 
we have done well : the people of England, 
obeying with alacrity the will of a beloved 
king, answered, without hesitation, to the 
claims of a distressed ally, and the call of 
rational freedom. They saw, with exulta- 
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tion, their ccmBtiymen en the march, to benr 
0nce more protection and assurance to the 
land where their proudest c^Eiquest had been 
achieved, and their military glory exalted to 
Its z^iith. The general feeling in our coun- 
try was that which animates every en- 
lightened mind throughout the Peninsula, 
and, indeed, throughout the world:— the con- 
viction, that when England interposes her 
powerful aid, the happiness of other nat»)B8 
is her disinterested object ; and that, in its 
pursuit, she comes pr^mred with every sacri- 
fice that honour and g^ierosity can offer, 
nobly relinquishing all selfish consideratimis, 
and confining her efforts to the strict perform- 
ance of whatever benevolence t^nn suggest m 
behalf of those whom she ii^ pledged to 
smoGOur. 
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CHAPtER VIII. 



EXAMINATION OF THE PORTUGUESE CHARTER OP 1826: WITH A 
COMPARISON BETWEEN IT AND THE GONSTTTUTION OF 1822. 



To all who contemplate the destinies of 
Portugar with the natural sympathy bf free- 
men, it jxrdkt be an ihteiesting object to form 
a corr^f estimd^te of pobBc ^opinion, in refer- 
ence to the establiished government, and the 
charter by which the liberties of the Portu- 
guese subject are guaranteed. For this pur- 
pose, it may be advisable to take a brief com- 
parative view of the present charter, in such 
particulars as musit more powerfully afiect 
the public mind, ahd the leading principtes of 
legislative authority ; pointing out whei^ein it 
essentially difffew frcto the eonstitutidh of 
1822, as settled by the <3ortes.> >. ^ ^ 
To cohvihee durselves that n cimstitutiomkl 
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form of goyemment has been, for several 
years, most ardently desired by a vast ma- 
jority of the Portuguese nation, we have only 
to cast our eye back upon the general en- 
thusiasm with which they hailed the pro- 
fessed principles of the first code in 1822; 
the manner in which the revolution that pro- 
mised its establishment was effected; and the 
expressions of eager hope and mutual congra- 
tulation called forth by every renewed procla- 
mation that, subsequent to its downfal, an- 
nounced the intention of reviving it. These 
very proclamations are in themselves strong 
evidences of the national feeling ; since they 
were found necessary, from time to time, in 
order to repress the growing indications of 
popular discontent. Irritated by the recur- 
rence of these professions, without the ac- 
companiment of a single step towards their 
fulfilment, the public indignation arose, in 
1824 and 1825, to a pitch that left no room to 
doubt the real sentiments of the people. 
: The jcomparative indifference with which 
the overthrow of that constitution was beheld 
by the country, did not originate in any in- 
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sensibility to the blessings of freedom ; but 
took its rise from the gross misgovemment 
of the Cortes, whose inconsistent proceedings 
and tyrannical measures would have rendered 
the most judicious enactments unavailing. 
By blasting the well-grounded expectations 
of those who most sincerely desired the esta- 
blishment of civil liberty, the insane pro- 
ceedings of this despotic oligarchy either 
disheartened the warmest supporters of their 
code, or armed them to effect its overthrow. 
Released from the trammels of an absolute 
monarchy, thinking men looked on the events 
of 1820 with complacency, and were recon- 
ciled to many things in which they would 
not otherwise have concurred, by regarding 
them as the sure means of attaining national 
welfare and individual happiness. In this 
they were grievously disappointed : they 
beheld, instead of the scenes so joyously an- 
ticipated, a dismembered country, a starving 
population, a host of greater evils than the 
most imperious tyrant that ever wielded the 
sceptre, had ever assembled around them. 
All these, and troubles still worse in perspec- 
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tiye, appeared clearly attributable to the ob- 
stinate folly, the selfish inhumdinity, the over- 
weening ambition of a party, unanimotts in 
nothhig but in their efforts at setf-aggrandize- 
ment, and for the ruin of their country. 

These men had used the c^stitution as a 
convenient footstool, by which to step into 
places of power and emoluAiebt ; and having) 
by its means, so far succeeded, they scrupled 
not to violate it at their discretion^ but ren- 
dered it constantly subservient to their in- 
dividual purposes. If, therefore, we find it 
was deemed scarcely worth support in 1883, 
we must not trace this feeling to any dis- 
regard for the privileges which a free charter 
was calculated to confer, and preserve to the 
nation, but rather remark it as a strong proof 
of the disgust and despair exdted by the 
conduct of the CJottes. If Ihey coxdd stand 
no longer than while supported by this cdde, 
the people were Teconciled to its overthrow, 
since among its riiins it wduld bury their most 
mischievous ^lemiies. 

the C5ortes were certainly called to the 
fulfilment df a t«tsk, the most arduoro hnd 
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4iifficiilt, and one -whete ihe highest talents 
would have Ibund ample room for severe 
exercise. The work before them required, 
in its planning, the utmost stretch of saga- 
cious foresight, and in its deyelopmait a 
consummate union of wisdt»n and skill ; 
while watchfulness, temper, and moderation, 
were indispensable to its safe execution. But 
the members of this body, in g^ieral, founded 
their political creed— a mere djream of true 
frei^om— on the speculative liberality of Ae 
French revolution in its early stages; and 
thus schcToled, it cannot be a miitter of sur- 
prise that they totally failed in their attempt 
at practical legislation. That this disappoint- 
ment might have befallen disinterested and 
upright men, does not, however, palliate 
their gross abuse of the power which they 
wanted ability to wield advantageously for 
the ^^joufitry . 

Notwithstanding tte great change in out- 
ward demonstrations of opinion, I do not hesi- 
tubte to dffiitn that, at the end of ihe year 
l^ra, 4he majority in Portugal who decidedly 
flivoured tutional civil liberty, was a^ great 
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as in 1820. Even putting the army out of 
the question, as having, by their vacillating 
conduct, proved their unfitness to enter into 
any political calculation, still there existed 
among the effective male population a party 
favorable to the revolution, greatly out-num- 
bering its opponents. From what has been 
said in the preceding narrative, it will be per- 
ceived that all who advocated the former con- 
stitution must, fw the present at least, support 
the charter of 1826, which, however short it 
may fall of their ideas of constitutional free- 
dom, or rather licentiousness, is yet valuable 
in their eyes, and secure of their co-operation, 
as being their only safeguard against the 
return of a despotism peculiarly hateful to 
them, and which they have so strenuously 
laboured to overthrow. 

By directing our attention to some leading 
passages in the new code, of which a trans- 
lation is given in the appendix, and com- 
paring them with the tenor of others in the 
constitution of 1822, we may be enabled to 
form a judgment of their respective merits, 
and fitness for the purpose designed. From 
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this we may calculate their respective popu- 
larity among those who are competent to give 
an opinion on the laws that govern them, 
which is not the case with the bulk of the 
lower classes in Portugal. In England every 
peasant, and. almost every pauper, will occa- 
sionally investigate and pass sentence upon 
the proceedings of his legislature, even in 
what cannot remotely concern himself; but 
this spirit of enquiry, this pride of indepen- 
dence, is little known among the Portuguese 
of a similar rank ; to them it is immaterial 
how or by whom they are governed, so long 
as they do not suffer the excess of bodily 
privation : while a blind submission to their 
priest in all spiritual matters, leaves them 
without a motive to exercise their reasoning 
faculties. But in the higher and middle 
classes, the question of legislative policy has 
become one of deep interest ; it will be yet 
more fully and generally investigated as the 
spirit of true liberty spreads among them. 

On referring to the charter of 1826, the 
first instance of marked dissimilarity from 
the constitution of 1822, is a very important 



Digitized by 



Google 



334 STATE OF POETUOAL. 

one» intimatjsly affecting the kingly preroga- 
tive, which both assume to respect. In the 
code of 1822 we find it distinctly stated, in the 
30th article, that the legislative power of the 
Portugue3e monarchy " resides in the Cortes, 
dependent on the sanction of the Jdngj'' to whom 
also the 123d article as distinctly assigns the 
especial right, '^to sanction and promulgate 
the laws," On referring, however, to the 
114th article, we see this privilege altogeth^ 
annulled by this extraordinary decree. '' If 
the king, in the time established in articles 
110 and 111, should not have given his sanc- 
tion to the law, it will be understood that he 
gs^ve it, and. the law shall be published. If 
he. refti«»e>.hQwever to sign it, the Cortes will 
order it to be published in the. name of the 
king, being signed by the person on ^ whom 
the executive government devolves," 

A more barefaced contradiction than is 
here displayed can scarcely be imagined ; nor 
a more effectual mode of exposing the royal 
person and prerogative, to contdvoq^t and deri- 
sion. Insidiously Btdpping the monarch of 
every vestige of regal, power, lisgisbitive and 
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executive, while leaving to him. the semblance 
of posaaessing both, it reduces him to a mere 
automaton. Very different is the charter of 
1826, which leaves unfettered the privileges 
befitting a sovereign ruler, though still in a 
manner as perfectly compatible with the free 
establishment of public liberty, security, and 
property, as could be boasted of under the 
former constitution. By the 57th and 58th arti- 
cles of the new charter^ the absolute veto is 
reserved to the king, whose actual concur- 
rence is rendered indisp^isable to the enact- 
ment and promulgation of laws. 

A farther instance of the disposition ma- 
nifested, in the constitution of 1822, to fetter 
in every way the royal hand, is conspicuous 
where, in treating of a permanent deputation 
which, by the 17th and 18th. articles, waste 
be established during the recess of the Cortes, 
a part of their duty is described as being ** to 
watch over the observance of the constitution 
and laws, in order to inform the future Cortes 
of the infractions which they have witnessed ; 
having from the government such information 
as. they think necessary for this end." This 
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certainly appears a gross usurpation of the 
poiff ers that of right belong to the exeeutiye» 
whose offences, real or imaginary, were thus 
to be noted down, and reported to the suc- 
ceeding Cortes. 

In the regulations regarding the election 
of deputies, there is a general similarity be- 
tween the two constitutions, in both of which 
the mode of double election is decreed ; but 
some differences appear in relation to the 
elective franchise, and the eligibility of indi- 
viduals to the office of deputy. By No. 3. of 
Art. 65. in the present charter, a class is ad- 
mitted among the electors, which, in No. 3. of 
Art. 33. of the old code was excluded. This 
class consists of clerks, book-keepers, stew- 
ards, &c., who there come under the deno- 
mination of servants, and consequently in- 
capable of voting; but although these are 
now comprehended in the list, the actual 
number is considerably diminished; for, in 
the election of those on whom devolves the 
choice of deputies all are prohibited, by No. 5. 
of Art. 65. from voting, whose annual income 
does not amount to at least £25. ; and from 
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among these primary electors none can be 
nominated whose income does not double that 
sum. (Art. 67. No. 1.) Nor can any be pro- 
posed as deputies unless in possession: of 
£100. a year. These limits are more circum- 
scribed than those marked out by the. former 
constitution. However, by that of 1826, ad- 
mission to the chamber of deputies is ex- 
tended to secretaries of state, bishops in their 
dioceses, parochial clergy in their own pa- 
rishes, and magistrates within their own dis- 
tricts. All these were excluded by the con- 
stitution of 1822; and by this invidious ex- 
ception much needless offence was given, both 
to the proscribed individuals, and to the many 
who considered them as far better qualified 
for a place in the legislative assembly than 
a great portion of those who obtained seats in 
it; and hence arose an increase of public 
discontent. ; 

How far the pecuniary qualifications in- 
sisted on to establish the eligibility of voters 
may conduce to the election of particular in- 
dividuals, is an interesting question. But it 
does not appear to have materially affected 
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the Ibrmation of the present chamber^ by 
altering the return of deputies; as nearly one- 
half of those now constituting the chamber 
were members of the former Cortes; a pro- 
portion as large as could be expected to ap- 
jftsar there now, even had the mode of election 
pursued in 1820, remained in operation. For 
we must consider not only the lapse of six 
years from that period, with all the changes 
in the situation of indiYiduab which such a 
term might be expected to bring with it^ but 
also the number of deputies who had quitted 
the kingdom altogether, upon the triumph of 
the counter-revolution, and the numerous and 
respectable class, who, returning in the in- 
terim from Brazil, had offered themselves to 
the choice of their countrymen. Under these 
eireumstances we could not expect to find io 
the Iqwev chamber a larger proportioa of the 
original representatives than are adnally 
seated there. It is to be ragcetted, indeed, 
that so many violent men should have become 
members, and that the governmiimt appcMW 
to encourage rather than to check this dan- 
gerous party. They are by w> meana de* 
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sirable eolleslgaes; and witii i*^hatever cau- 
tious Reserve their real dispositien msty , for th6 
present, be Veiled, the time may come when 
unequivocal acts shall betray their revolu- 
tionary principles; and they may probably 
be found heading a formidable attack upon 
that system which now imprudently fosters 
them. To me it appears that the diminution 
of votes, far from tending to repress the de- 
mocratic party, is calculated to strengthen it y 
for the lower oMers in large townsi who ar^ 
generally the most violent and determined 
liberals, will be but slightly jrfTected by the 
clauses of exdusion ; while they ope^te to 
the utter pitevention of voting among the 
country labouriers, with many of a similar 
class, peculiarly subservient to the priest- 
hood, nobility, landholders, and other mona*- 
ehical supporters. In this instance the regula- 
tions of the present charter do not appesir well- 
judged, noi* likely to promote the object at 
which its framers undoubtedly aimed^ — ^the re- 
e'stablishmetit of legitimate authority on a firm 
basis, and the impbsition of a salillary <iurb 
oh the radipant spirit of republicanism. 

z2 
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Neither was it well done to provoke, in any 
way, a body unfortunately swaying the minds 
of the people with power more despotic than 
the most absolute sovereignty could exercise 
over their persons. By No. 4. of Art. 65. the 
privilege of electing, or of being elected, is 
withheld from the religious orders, and all 
others living in cloisters — a disqualification 
not only impolitic but really unjust. For, 
although we usually regard these fraternities 
as belonging to institutions exclusively spi- 
ritual, and altogether distinct from the laity, 
yet, in Portugal the monks are more con- 
versant in temporal affairs, and have a greater 
interest at stake in them, than almost any 
other class of persons. They are landholders 
and agriculturists to a vast extent, and pos- 
sessed of immense property, which, by ac- 
knowledged skill and perseverance in wield- 
ing their ample means of improvement, they 
have rendered the most valuable in the coun- 
try. They cannot, therefore, but be looked 
upon as proprietors peculiarly liable to be 
affected by those measures which it is the 
province of the depi^ties to discuss and de- 
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cree ; and as such, manifiestly entitled to join 
in their election. No tax upon property in 
general can be levied that will not bear upon 
the estates of these conventual societies, 
whose exclusion is really a grievance, iin-' 
wisely inflicted on men who are not accus- 
tomed to regard lightly any infringement of 
their privileges. 

To give this numerous and powerful body 
any reasonable ground of complaint, was 
wrong, especially in an early stage of the 
great political change ; and much more so to 
exasperate them at its very commencement,' 
with the assurance of their not being allowed 
a single voice in the chambers, favorable to 
their interests, or approved by themselves: 
Disabled from contributing to the election of 
deputies, what encouragement have they to 
expect, in legislative deliberations, any atten- 
tion to their wishes, or watchful regard for 
their advantage ? The prospect is calculated 
to awaken feelings decidedly opposed to the 
new order of things ; and tending to the ex- 
citement of a dangerous spirit through those 
powerful engines, the pulpit and the con- 
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fpgsioftal. Accordingly, we %d |hq.t th^ 
places have l^eeu ma4e the point frqm which 
to attack the new ppnstitutipna} syi^tenf, as 
incon^patible with the dignity apid prosperity 
of fui order that none can offei^d witi) impu: 
nity, in a country so entirely subsfervient to 
the church of Rome. 

Besides the great and substantival acces- 
sion of power granted to the king, ^ rather 
the restoration of a prerc^atiye most ^justly 
r^nt a.way by the fonner cpde, th^ presfgnt 
charter displays the imjiortaqt feature of an 
additional branph to the leg^atur^, in the 
formation of an uppe^j: chf^n^^r as p^rt qf the 
aationsd Gprtes. W^en the revolutian of 
1820 took place, ^uiapierous plebeians, of libe- 
ral sentiments, adyocat^ the adoption qI 
i^uch a measure ; ^jfj^ at one pwiod ^t was 
confidently exp^ted that the constitution of 
England wqi^dj be chpsen, in prde^^ce to 
that of Spain. Many good re^^sons were 
advance^ in favor of this arrapgement, but 
it ^oes not appear that the Cort^ generally 
c^ntertained . such a purpose. Indeed, they 
pl^ainly saw that, in proportion to t|^e ^x^^l.ta- 
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tion of the nobility, their ovm aBsmned dig* 
nity must suffer diminution; and therefore^ 
in perfect consistency with their usual selflih^ 
narrow-minded policy, they not only excluded 
the nobles of Portugal from a riiare in her 
legislation, on the plea of their d^raded 
state, but used it as a plausible pi^text for 
wresting from them, individually, those pfi«> 
Tileges, and that patronage, whidi they hdid 
as indisputable hereditary rights. !^ery spe- 
cies of insult and mortification was bvougl^t 
to bear against those who had, in an tmac- 
countable degree^ commanded the pubMc ve- 
neration; they were assiduously eisposed to 
g^oeral contempt and ridicule, on* the grounds 
of imbecility and ignorance, which doubtless 
existed pretty generally among th^oi, but had 
hitherto presented no bar to the homage habi- 
tually tendered to the adnrantages of birth, 
nmk, and opulence. 

If the frameisr of that constitution bad 
realLy desired to pramnte the welfare of their 
country, and adorn her with the distinctiiiiis^ 
of honourable aggrandisement,, tiiey would 
suiiely not have seLected the most conspicuous^ 
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and responsible class of her sons as objects 
of contumely and derision. They would ra- 
thier have placed before them some stimulus 
calculated to arouse the spirit of fair emula* 
tion, some object for generous ambition to 
grasp at; and by decidedly elevating the 
tone of their feeling, would have led the in- 
ferior gradations of society to pursue, in the 
same promising path, the footsteps of those 
whom they were naturally disposed to follow. 
That nothing could be farther removed irom 
the minds of these popular legislators than 
the liberality whose name they ostentisttiously 
assumed as the watchword of their party, we 
have here a decisive proof. Let us hope that 
the present jarrangement will produce thiis 
desirable effect on the nobility, and be fol- 
lowed by results generally beneficial. 

The upper chamber is established on a 
principle very similar to that adopted in the 
formation of our house of lords. In a former 
part of this work, I have taken occasion to 
remark on the sound policy of opening this 
source of mental improvement to'the nobility, 
who will speedily ^regain the ascendlancy na- 
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turally belonging to a party numerically 
strong, and possessed of hereditary claims on 
public respect. Nor has there been less 
wisdom in conciliating the heads of the 
church, by investing them with increase of 
temporal dignity, by calling forth the latent 
powers of minds often remarkably vigorous, 
and by enabling them to secure to themselves 
a gratifying share in civil legislation. This 
is surely preferable, for them and for their 
country, to that secret influence which, 
under a despotic government, was usually 
held, in an enormous degree of unrivalled 
authority,* by some individual monk, obscure, 
probably, and uneducated, and turning solely 
to the advancement of his private interests, 
the unlimited worldly advantages belonging 
to his spiritual office of father confessor to 
the monarch. 

To what a deplorable extent the exercise 
of these functions may operate in ruining 
nations, through the superstitious weakness 
of an absolute sovereign, history furnishes 
abundant proofs; and where the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion prevails, . both among princes 
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and people, that is the most judicious regula- 
tion, which places the power that cannot be 
denied to the church, in the hands of a 
numerous body, enjoying the advantages of 
superior education, and brought into daily 
collision with the most enlightened political 
characters of their country : — men whose de- 
liberations are public, and upcm whose every 
movement is kept the watchful eye of a 
people, beginning to feel their own compe- 
tency to enquire into affairs transacted in 
their name» and fm their benefit. 

Under the democratic form of legislation, 
the prelates not c«ly found themselves and 
their church insultingly excluded firom all 
participation in temporal affairs, but their 
property was reduced, and their persc»s 
were rendered cc»&temptible, as far as poli- 
tical slights could affect them. A systaas the 
reverse of this cannot fail of winning their 
support; and while expecting, advaneement 
in honours and dignity,, according to their fair 
claims upon the royal and national cfmSh 
denee, they w4U aspire to ^Lcel ia solid llearah 
ipg and real liberaliity> and be ambitus to 
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diati^ig^isli theDiselvea in attachment to the 
existing government. As with thp laity, so 
ii^ the ecclesiastical body, improvement, 
rapidly spreading in th^ higher orders, will 
ei^tend over the lowest scale; and thu^ we 
may regard, as through a vista, the perhaps 
remote, but certainly consequent, dethrone- 
ment of dark and disgraceful bigotry, with 
t)ie d^wn of valuable knowledge throughout 
the iiation at large^ 

The imqiediate fruits of placing the four 
archbishops and thirteen bishops in the upper 
chamber, will be to g?tin Qver with themselves 
tl^at p^rt of the clergy dependant oa them foir 
advancement; and to check the intriguer of 
Others against a government in whose com- 
position such ingredients are freely ad^iitted^ 
At the same time, also, the assertions which 
represent the charter as an attack upon reli- 
gion will be more sparingly advanced, more 
cautiously received, as. time developes the 
advantages conferred on its most distin- 
guished ^linisters by this their admission to 
a statipn in civil government. For, a^ ^ 
body, all legislative voice had been hifJiiertQ 
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denied them, as well under the old regime as 
in the modem innovations on real legitimate 
authority, which crept in with the sound prin- 
ciples of rational reform. 

It appears, therefore, on a comparison of 
the two codes, in their most prominent fea- 
tures, that while the object of the first was to 
institute a government, as far as possible 
removed from even the moderated interference 
of a sovereign, hereotfore absolute; to degrade 
the hereditary nobility of the land from their 
exaltation in the sight of the people; and to 
make the national church, not only a spoil, 
but a scorn to those whose principles taught 
them to consider it as the sanctuary of divine 
power; the purport of the new charter is to 
cement, in firm union, the various talents and 
interests of these several estates, under such 
modifications as shall conciliate and guard 
the young spirit of popular liberty. Indivi- 
dual discontent, or the murmurs of particular 
classes, whose expectations are not fully 
realized, may cause a dissentient voice to be 
heard ; but unless the Portuguese nation be 
inconceivably infatuated, such dissatisfaction 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OP PORTUGAL. 349 

can never liecome; either general or perma- 
nent, while this charter is consistently acted 
upon, and adhered to. 

Excepting in the exclusion of religious 
societies from the rights of election, which I 
have already commented upon, no real griev- 
ance can be pointed out, as imposed on the 
people by this constitution. The monarch, 
the aristocracy, the dignified clergy, can no 
more hesitate in preferring it, than they can 
pause on a choice between shame and honour, 
insult and respect. The race of country 
gentlemen and nierchants, brought into fami- 
liar contact with their acknowledged supe-r 
riors, will enjoy a complacency in such eleva- 
tion, far more congenial to their national, and, 
I may add, natural feelings, than the feverish 
heat of Jnsolent pride, trampling under foot 
all that they have been taught to deem high, 
and honoiirable, and sacred. The lower 
classes will speedily become more alive to the 
legislative proceedings of those men, whom 
their own free choice has delegated to sit in 
consultation (m their interests; and all par- 
ties, acting as a ,wJiolesome cheek <m each 
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other^ the balance, (mce adjusted, may be 
preserved by their steady adherence to the 
arrangements that effected the cou&terpoise. 

By no other means can Portugal attain 
rfei^pectability, or even preserve tolerable tran- 
quillity. King, nobles, and democratic en- 
thusiasts have taken their alternate course, 
each, in succession, lording it over the other 
t^o: with what effect, let the convulsions 
that rent the country nndei' the regency, 
cortes, and absolute monarchy, declare. In all 
these {Struggled for power at the head of 
affairs, the people have invariably been the 
vietlms ; and if called on io point out the very 
climax of their miseries, it would be difficult 
to avoid fiixing it at the period when, under 
tfce si^ecious name of a poptilar government^ 
they weife oppressed by those who assumed 
to wage eternal war agamst oppression. 

Undei^ the present constitution, summon- 
ing, as it does, to its support, the rank, wealth, 
property, talent, influence, and, «ven in part, 
tibe bigotry of Pbrtugal, the best results itfay 
be anticipated; unless we coniceiT^e the most 
wilfeil mal-adminidf&ittidn and perter^n of 
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its laws, or the baneful ftdmission of foreign 
interference against it. These things not cal- 
culated upon, we may consider the charter 
of 1826 as firmly established, and in due 
operation. But there remains for decision 
one material point, on which mainly depend 
the internal quiet and repose of the country. 
I alhide to the placing of Don Miguel to exer- 
cise the regency, when the period shall arrive 
for his assuming the office, as clearly fixed by 
Article 82. of this charter. Little notice 
publicly appears to be taiken of the near 
approach of that period, and the demand 
which he will then be entitled to make ; but 
simong his own party, it is contemplated with 
eager expectation, and a full understanding 
of tibue difficulty in which the government will 
be involved, if attempting to contravene a 
conspicuous part of that code, by the institu- 
tion of which it exists, in its present form. 

The charter, once violated, will be repre- 
sented as holding out no security to any class, 
or to the country : if Don Miguel's rights be 
now overruled^ those of the pec^e may next 
be trampted on. At least, so vrill his parti^ 
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I 

zaAs assert; and streiigthening their already 
preponderating influence with every other 
description of discontents, all may unite in 
assailing vigorously the constitution . that 
offends some by its establishment, others by 
its violation. With the charter will, in all 
probability, fall the government consolidated 
under it, leaving the field of political power 
pnce more open to the fierce and sanguinary 
contests of parties, animated no less by 
hostility against each other, than by the 
grasping desires of avarice and ambition. 

The path is clear before the government : 
if they desire from the people a ready sub- 
missipn tp the decrees of the charter, they 
must themse^lves set the example, by faith- 
fully observing its enactments, and giving 
foil ejSect to all that concerns the prosperity 
of the country. The liberty of the press 
must be fairly established and guaranteed, 
according to Article 145, paragraph 3. On 
the very first proniulgation of the charter, a 
censorship was appointed, in direct contra- 
diction to this clause : perhaps such a step 
was unavoidable, to check the greater evils 
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consequent on the first outbreaking of violent 
opinions, so long withheld from expressmg 
themselves. But, instead of continuing to 
impose an unconstitutional restraint, why not 
expedite the passing of such laws as may 
secure individual character from the attacks 
of which a free press is too often made the 
vehicle, and visit with signal punishment 
those libellous spirits that we meet with in 
every country, only awaiting a safe oppor- 
tunity to vent their malignant efiusions ? Let 
them be punished in a measure proportionate 
not only to the injury inflicted on another, 
but, also, to the crime of using that as a 
mjedium of private wrong, which is placed as 
the best bulwark of public rights. The in- 
adequacy of the laws on libel, under the con- 
stitution of 1822, to curb the mischief which 
they were framed to suppress, rendered the 
freedom of the press, in Portugal, a calamity 
and a disgrace. This matter calls for early 
and sbripus attention; as nothing can be 
more detrimental to the popularity of the 
charter, than allowing its most beneficial 
enactioaLents to remain as a dead letter. 

A A 
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Among tl^se enactments staiids one of 
TOiy high importance, ^ich cannot be too 
soon or too fiilly acted np to by the legisla* 
tiire:*~that which regards the indiyiduai 
liberty of the subject. Although authority is 
^r&kf by Article 146» pairagraph S4, to sus- 
ptod the cf>eration of this great national 
blesesng» imder particular circumstances, the 
^yeniment should be extremely cautious in 
availing itself of such exception. While our 
wtny ecmtinues in the country, no general 
suspension of the protecting act can be ne- 
eeetoary. Their presence will be too effectual 
^ restraint on the impulse of popular feeling ; 
and by p^rsistmg in mtch co^t^iye measures, 
the government would affiird grounds &r 
siiispiQk>n, that some illegal designs of their 
awn call for its aid. The esctreme jealousy 
with which the slightest infring^nent of our 
national charter is regarded Bmong us, cpe- 
rfttea poweifuUy for the presenratiesi erf* our 
li]>efties ; and the same scrupulous caution is 
desirable in all other lands which have a oovi^ 
Biit^tion to uphold. 

It is kutnentahle, that an entire sessiott of 
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ike Cortes should jbare termixmted wit^ 
scarcely any progress attempted in the worl^ 
of ameKoration tmd improyement. By a 
similar tardmess, the Co^es of :L829 cre^ed 
against itself the innviinerable enemies whp 
won effected its downf^tl; yet, with thw 
warning befc»*e their eyQS, the Cortes of 1820 
have done just as little as their predecessors 
effected during a corresponding period. Oq 
referring to Article 118. of the present charter, 
we find the trial by jury forms ^ principal 
feature in the legal code. Until the public 
are permitted to ieel the adyantages of this 
ip^timable institution, due justice wiU never 
be done to its merits. Nor will the govern- 
iiient otherwise be able, in any degree, tp 
diaaxm of their formidable power, the terri- 
torial mcigistr^tes, from whose loc$tl in^ucQc^ 
ihey have much to fear. It is miserable 
|K>Ucy to withhold, for a day, what will render 
the charter so uuiversally popular, as that 
provision undoubtedly mi^t, which secures 
to every mw a terdict nccofding to the 4ic- 
t^tes gf imj«^^l >u»tice, leaving him np 
longer d^on^^eiit on Hike sentence of an in* 

AA 2 
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dividual, whose judgment is influenced by 
the extent of his bribe. 

Litigation, that ruinous bane of society, 
is no where more prevalent than in Portugal. 
Each party enters into it, calculating on his 
own power of bribery, as exceeding that of 
his adversary. The trial by jury, a practical 
reform in the magistracy, and the establish- 
ment of arbitrators, in pursuance of Article 
129, will check this fatal propensity, and 
render the most litigious spirit cautious of 
adventuring. 

By Article 140. it is provided, that any 
errors discovered in the charter may be cor- 
rected at the end of four years. This may 
threaten to be the signal for fierce altercations 
in the Cortes : but when we consider what 
are the various objects naturally attracting 
the different branches of the executive and 
legislative powers, the danger becomes slight. 
In the chamber of deputies we may antici- 
pate some efforts to increase the force of those 
parts of the charter which concern public 
liberty. They will desire greater latitude, 
and advocate national freedom. The upper 
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chamber will look to their particular privi- 
leges, and labour to place the aristocracy in a 
more ascendant position than it has occupied 
since the rude shock ^sustained from repub- 
lican attempts : while the king, or his riepre- 
sentative, will keep a jealous guard on mo- 
narchical rights, and the conveniences which 
their msdntenance ensures to the occupant of 
a regal seat. 

There is little prospect, then, of the three 
estates concurring in any infringement on the 
established constitution ; and in this too, the 
advantages of such balance must be duly 
appreciated by all who calculate on political 
probabilities. It is true that an excess of 
eagerness, in pursuing their respective inte- 
rests, may embroil the government, so far as 
to aid in bringing on a great national con- 
vulsion, should the public mind likewise be 
in a state of irritation ; but by a judicious 
choice of ministers, moderate in principle, 
and honourable in action, this danger will 
be considerably diminished. The recent re- 
turn to his official duties of the gallant minis- 
ter of war, may be hailed as promising a 
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b^eficial change of medtsmes in the ^lescsnt 
administration of Portugal. The high cha- 
racter, and sterling worth, of gen^^ Sal- 
danha, are well known. We must hope that 
hid honest intentions will prevail against all 
the intrigae that his coadjutors may put in 
practice to thwart them. The imminent peril 
into which public tranquillity was brought by 
the regent's alarming illness, renders his re- 
sumption of the portfolio at this time a matter 
of peculiar satisfaction. 

The late measure of marching a part of 
our army into Lisbon, although obyiously 
necessary, is still a cause for deep regret. 
Foreign treachery, by keeping the Portuguese 
'army in the most inefficient gftate, has obliged 
the English troops to assume an office far 
removed from the ostensible object of their 
equipment ; and until the native force is pro- 
perly re*o^ganized, wfe must expect that they 
will often be dialled on to prevent those in- 
ternal distractions which, in a country situated 
like Portugal, and destitute of civil police, 
require an imposing military array to check 
their ebullitions. It rests with the war mi* 
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nmUt to adopt deciaive oieasuKS fbr plf^ing 
the army under tu$ management qq an e^r 
cient footing. No man in the country is 99 
compet^QLt to that task as general Saldanha» 
who unites to a high degree of deserred popu^ 
iarity a character remarkable for abllityi 
energy, and perseverance But to form a 
new army will be impracticable unless the 
country continue to be occupied by foreign 
soldiers. Shoujid the British force be with-i 
drawn before such re-modelling can take 
place, it becomes our duty to recommend 
the emplojnaient of mercenary troops, the cost 
of whose services may not be much greater 
to Portugal than her share of our present 
expanses, while rendering her the aid, which, 
if it be recalled without such precautioUi will 
prove to have been far from beneficial. The 
suddOA return of Pamplona to Portugal, at 
this juncture, is calculated to excite serious 
alarm. Whatever be the designs of this 
intriguing man against his country, expe- 
rience must have taught all parties the ne- 
cessity of universally shunning both him 
and his counsels. 
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But of any violent convulsion there is little 
danger, until Spain shall have shaken off the 
trammels that now bind her, and plunge again 
into anarchy in escaping from despotism. 
Such an event will be fraught with imminent 
peril to the sister kingdom, affected as she 
always has been by the movements. of the 
neighbouring machine ; and the best bulwark 
that the art of man can raise against the 
incursion of destructive principles, or the con- 
tagion of pernicious example, will be found 
in the charter of 1826, . if in the interim it be 
firmly established, and its institutions fairly 
acted up to by a wise and temperate govern- 
ment. Let us hope that such a government 
will have sufficient patriotism to bury their 
own private animosities in oblivion, and sa- 
crifice the gratification of narrow, selfish feel- 
ing, to the noble object of an united, perma- 
nent, effort for the peace and prosperity of 
the nation committed to their charge. 
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TRANSLATION OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHARTER OF PORTUGAL— 1826. 



XloN Pedro by the grace of God, king of Portugal, of the 
AlgarvM^ &c. I make known to all my Portuguese subjects 
that I am pleased to decree, give, and order immediately to 
be sworn to, by the three orders of the state, the constitu- 
tional charter, below transcribed, which shall, from this time 
forward^ govern these my kingdoms and dominions, and 
which is of the following tenor. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CHARTER, 

FOR THE KINGDOM OF PORTUGAL, ALGARVE, AND THEIR 
DOMINIONS* 

TITLE I. 

Of the Kingdom of Portugal^ its Territory, Qovemment^ 
Dynasty y and Religion. 

Art. I. The kingdom of Portugal is the political asso- 
ciation of all Portuguese citizens. Tbc^ form a free and 
independent nation. 

Art. 2. Its territory comprizes the kingdom of Portugal 
and Algarve, and includes : — 1 . In Europe, the kingdom of 
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Portugal, which containB the provinces of Minho, Tras-os- 
montes, Beira, Estremadura, Alemtejo, and the kingdom of 
Algarve, and the adjacent idands of Madeira, Porto Santo, 
and A9ores. — 2. In Western Africa, Bissau, and Cacheu; 
on the coast of Mina, the fort of S. Jofio Baptista de Ajuda, 
Angola, Benguella, and its dependencies, Cabinda, and Mo- 
lembo, the islands of Cabo Verde, and those of S. Thome 
and Principe, and their dependencies ; on the Eastern Coast, 
Mo9ambique, Rio de Senna, Sofalla, Inhambane, Quelamane, 
and the islands of Cabo Delgado. — 3. In Asia, Salsete, 
Bardez, Goa, Dam&o, Diu, and the settlement of Macao, and 
of the islands. of Solor, and Timor. 

Art. 3. The nation does not renounce the right which 
it may possess to any other portion of territory in these three 
parts of the world, not included in the foregoing article. 

Art. 4. Its government is monarchical, hereditary, and 
representative. 

Art. 5. The reigning dynasty of the most serene house 
of Braganza is continued in the person of the princess Donna 
Maria de Gloria, by the abdication and cession of her august 
father, Don Pedro I. emperor of Brazil, legitimate heir and 
successor to Don John VI. 

Art. 6. The Roman Catholic apostolic religion will con- 
tinue to be that of the kingdom. All other religions will be 
permitted to foreigners, in their domestic or private worship, 
in houses destined for this purpose, but without any exterior 
appearance of temple. 

TITLE 11. 

Of Portuguese Citizens. 

Art, 7. Those are Portuguese citizens: — 1. who were 
born in Portugal or its dominions, and who are not now 
Brazilian citizens, although the father may be a foreigner 
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except when his residence is in the service of his own 
country .^-2. The children of a Portuguese father, and the 
illegitimate offspring of a Portuguese mother, horn in a 
foreign country, hut who have estahlished their home in the 
kingdom; — IJ. The children of a Portuguese father, who 
might have heen in a foreign country in the service of the 
kingdom, although they may not estahlish their home in the 
kingdom.— 4. Naturalized foreigners, whatever may be their 
religion; a law will determine the qualifications necessary to 
obtaining letters of naturalization. 

Art. 8. Those forfeit the rights of Portuguese citizens : — 
1 . Who naturalize themselves in a foreign country. — 2. Who, 
without the king's permission, accept employment, pension, 
or decoration, from any foreign government. — 3. Who may 
be sentenced to banishment. 

Art. 9. The enjoyment of public rights is suspended : — 
1. for moral or physical incapacity, — 2. for sentence con- 
demning to iniprisonment, or banishment during its ope- 
ration. 

TITLE IIL 

0/ National Representation y and Authorities, 

Art. 10. On the division and harmony of the political 
powers chiefly depends the preservation of the rights of the 
citizen; furnishing the most secure means for rendering 
effectual those guarantees which the constitution offers. 

Art. 11. The political powers recognized by the constitu- 
tion of the kingdom of Portugal, are four ; the legislative 
power, the moderating power, the executive power, and the 
judicial power. 

Art. 12. The representatives of the Portuguese nation 
are, the king, and the general Cortes. 
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TITl^E IV. 

OP THB LB6ISLATIVE POWSR. 

CHAPTER I. 

Of tke Branches of the Legislative Power^ and Us Attrilmtes. 

Art. 13. The legislative power belongs to the. Cortes, 
with the sanction of the king. 

.Art. 14. The Cortes. are oomposed of two ch«mhers; the 
cbainher of peers, and the chamber of deputies. 

Art. 15. The attributes of the Cortes are;<^l. To take 
the .oaths of the king, prince royal, regent, or regency. — 
2. To elect the regent or regency, and mark the liimts of 
their authority. — 3. To recognize the prince royal, as suc- 
cessor to the throne, in the first meeting immediately after 
hiA birth. — 4- To nominate the kipg*s tutor in his minority, 
in case such nomination should not have been made in his 
father's will. — 5. On the death of the king, or a vacancy 
occurring in the throne, to institute enquiry into the late 
administration, and reform the abuses that have been intro- 
duced. — 6. To make laws, interpret them, suspend, and re- 
voke them. — -7. To watch over the constitution, and promote 
the general welfare of the nation.^-*8. Annually to fix the 
public expenditure, and divide the direct contributions. — 
9. Te concede or deny to foreign forces, whether of land or 
sea, an entrance into the kingdom, or its ports. — 10. To fix, 
annually, upon the information of the government, the amount 
of land and sea forces, ordinary as well as extraordinary.-r- 
IL To. authorize thfi government to contract loans.— -12. To 
establish convenient means for the liquidation of the public 
debt — 13. To regulate the administration of the property 
of the state, and decree its alieiiatiou.^nl4. To .create or 
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sil]q[ire«8:piiWic«itiiilo^ment8y flood '«8tftblkA 8alarieB>— 15. To 
d^tevtBHio ,th» . vieiglit, valaey inscripdoii, type, and deno* 
mination of coins ; as also the pattern of weights and 
aeasureto. 

Art. 16. The chamber of peers shall beer the appellation 
of Worthy peers of the kingdom ; and the deputies that of 
Gentlemen deputies of the Portuguese nation. 

Art. 17. Fotnr years will be the duration of each legis- 
huive assembly, and that of each annual session three 
months. 

Art 18. The op^ng of the royal sessi<m vhall take 
place yearly, on 2d of January. 

Art. 19. The sesmon of dosing shall also be royal ; this, 
as well Ml the opening, shall be performed in general Cortes, 
both the chambers being united, the peers occupying th0 
right, and the deputies the left. 

Art. 20. Its ceremonial, and that of the communication 
of the king, wiU be according to the interior regulations. 

Art^l. The nomination of the president and rice-pre* 
sident of the chamber of peevs, belongs to the king : those 
of the chamber of deputies shall be chosen &om among five^ 
proposed by the same chamber. ^Tb^ nomination - of the 
secretaries of both charabeis, tive verification of the powers 
of its members, the oatii, and internal ammgement, will be 
AaEecnted aocerding to their respeotire regulations; 

Art. 22« On the nniott of die two chambers, the pre- 
sident of the peers will direct the business ; the peers and 
dcpnties will take their places as in the q>ening of the 
Cortes. 

Art. QX Thiejsewioiis^^aekchambershall be published, 
except ia those cases where the welfare of the state requires 
that thef In kept aeevet. 

4rt. 24. Tha^Meottttions aiepled shall be according ta th^ 
absolute majority of votes of the members present. 
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Art. 25. The menben of each chamber are inyiolable 
for the opinioiia which the j maj profess, in the exercise of 
their fiiiicti<ms. 

Art. 26. No peer, or deputy during his depatation, can 
be arrested bj any anthoritj, except bj order of his respec- 
tiTO chamber : nnkss in^/fo^jfrojiie dtUdo of capital ponish- 
ment. 

Art. 27. If anj peer, or deputy, be accosed, the judge, 
suspending all farther proceedings^ will inform his respectiTS 
chamber : which will decide if the process ought to continue, 
and the member to be suspended, or not, from the exercise of 
his functions. 

Art. 28. Peers and deputies maj be nominated to the 
<^Kces of consellors and ministers of state ; with this differ- 
ence, that the peers retain their seats in the chamber, hot 
the deputy vacates his, and a new election takes place, in 
which he may be re-elected, and unite both functions. 

Art. 29. Those who exercise either of these offices at the 
period of their election, may also unite the two functions. 

Art. 30. It is impossible to be, at the same time, a inem* 
ber of both chambers. 

Art. 31. The exercise of any employment, ' excepting 
those of counsellor and minister of state, entirely ceases 
while the functions of peer, or deputy, continue. 

Art. 32. In the interval of the sessions, the king cannot 
employ a deputy out of the kingdom : nor shall a deputy go 
to exercise his employment, when it would prevent his joining 
in time for the convocation of the ordinary or extraordinary 
general Cortes. 

Art. 33. If, for any unforeseen cause, on which depends 
the public security, or the welfore of the state, it should be 
indispensable that a deputy be iqppointed to another com- 
mission, the respective chamber will determine concerning it. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Of the Chamber of Deputies. 



Art. 34. The chamber of deputies is elective and tem- 
porary. 

Art. 35. To the chamber of deputies belongs exclusirely 
the right of bringing in bills:-—!, for levying taxes— 2. for 
conscriptions. 

Art. 36. In the chamber of deputies will also originate :-— 
!• the examination of the late administration, and the re- 
form of abuses introduced into it : — 2. the discussion of the 
proposal made by the executive power. 

Art. 37. It is the exclusive attribute of the same cham- 
ber to decree that there exist grounds for the accusation of 
the ministers and counsellors of state. 

Art. 38. The deputies, during the session, will earn a 
pecuniary subsidy, as fixed at the end of the last session of 
the preceding legislature. Besides this, there will be given 
them an indemnification for their expenses in coming and 
returning. 

CHAPTER III. 

Of the Chamber of Peers. 

- Art. 39. The chamber of peers is composed of members 
for life, and heredittHy, nominated by the lung, and unlimited 
in number. 

::: Art. 40. The prince-royal, and the in£uites, are peers by^ 
right, and shall obtain seats in the chamber as soon as they 
arrive at the age of twenty-five years. 

Art. 41. It is the exclusive attribute of the chamber of 
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peers: — 1. To take cognizance of the individual crimes com- 
mitted by members of the royal family, ministers of .state, 
counsellors of state and peers ; and of crimes of the deputies 
during the period of legislation. — 2. To take cognizance of 
the responsibility of the secretaries and counsellors of state. 
-<-3. To conyoke the Cottes o& the death of thd kingf, for 
the election of the regency, in those cases where it ifi re- 
i|tiired^ when the provisional regency does not perform it. 

Art'. 4^. In the ttial fof thoee crimes where accusation 
does not belong to the chamber of deputies, the king's at- 
tomeiy general ^n beeoine the accuser. 

Aft. 43i The toemions bf the chamber of peers commence 
Mkd finish «fe thii same time with those of the chaftiber of 
deputies. 

Art. 44. All ajtoemblihg of the clnmibto b{ peefs, e^tcept 
during the eessions of the deputies, is illegal and ntill, sav- 
ing in those cases which are pbinted eut by the coastitlitioii. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Proposal, Discussion, Sanction, and Promulgation q/* 
the Laws, 

Art. 45. It belongs to each chamber to propose, oppose, 
and approve of the-fov^cts of lawv. 

Art. 46. In the formation of laws, the executive can 
^xe'^cii^e, by ^by Bf thb iiiiiiij^fs ^ mtte, %he yi^ht ^ |m>po- 
rftibh Which belbugs ^^6 it : 4b«ft ^ fis en!^ eft^ hlfv^ fc^en 
examined by a committee of the chambers, where it4$ygll!t to 
origina:te> tibsh; ^ch prbjf^ois^l^e^ e«n ^ ^lOh^i^^ intbufR^ect 
ot taw. 

Art. 47. The ministe:^ majr ^nsrsist % dlhldtiiMlinj^ Ihep^. 
positidh, after the rep6rt tif dhe •tfoftanflfe^* %ut thdy can 
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]|AJtli0r volie, ^r bo preBeiat at th^ voting, mile^s th^y be 
pee;^ ^ 4op^tici0. 

Art. 48. Should the chtMuber of deputies adopt the pro- 
ject, they wiU tnimiait it to .tl^ of the peerp, with th^ fol- 
lowing f^rfu j-r-*^ Tfep chamber of deputies pends to the ehan- 
^r of peers t|)^ annexed propositiofi of the executlTO 
power, (with, or without .an^endmeiit^,) and thinks that it 
should be carried intQ effect." 

Art. 49. If the proposition cannot be adopted, a deputa- 
tion of seven qiembers will infprai th^ king of it, in th» fol- 
Ipwiag loanner: — "The chamber of deputies testifies to the 
king its acknowledgement of the ae^J shewn in watching 
over the interests of the kingdopi, and respectfully solicits 
that h» will be pleased to talne into ulterior consideration the 
prapositipn of the government," 

Art. 50. In general, the propositions which the chamber 
<tf .d^jljtjes admit and approve, shall be transmitted :to the 
chamber of peers, with the Ibllowing form : — ^" The chamber 
of deputies sends to the chamber of peers the annexed pro- 
position; and thinks there is reason to asl^ the king {or hia 
aapQtiion." 

Art. 51. If, however, the chamber of peers should not 
entirely edc^t the pcqgect of the chamber of deputies, but 
have altered or added to it, it wiU he returned in die following 
manner :-r-^^ The chamber of peers sends to the chamber of 
deputies, tib^ proposition, (naming it,) with the amendments, 
or additions, annexed: and thinks that, with t^em, that 
thare is reason >to ask the king for the royal sanction.^'' 

Art. 52. If the chamber of peers, after having deli- 
berated, shall judge that the proposition, or project, cannot 
he admitted, they will announce it in the following terma: — 
^^The x^amber of peers returns to the chamber of deputies 
the proposition, (naming it,) to which it has not been able to 
giveiits consent.^' 

BB 2 
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Art. 53. When the project originates with the chamber 
of peers, that of the deputies will follow the same routine. 

Art. 54. Should the chamber of deputies not approve of 
the amendments or additions of the peers, or vice versa^ and 
shoidd the project still appear advantageous to that chamber 
which rejected it, a committee, composed of equal numbers 
of peers and deputies, will be nominated ; and according to 
their decisioui the project of law shall be established or te- 
jected. 

Art. 55. If either of the two chambers, when the dis- 
cussion is concluded, should entirely adopt the project which 
the other chamber sent, it shall be reduced to a decree ; and 
after being read in session, it will be directed to the king, 
in two autographs, signed by the president and two secreta- 
ries, asking his sanction thus : — ^* The general Cortes submit 
to the king the enclosed decree ; which they consider advan- 
tageouiat and useful to the kingdom : and request that his 
majes^ will be pleased to give it his sanction.'' 

Art. 66. This transmission shall be made by a deputation 
of seven members, sent by the last deliberating chamber, 
which will, at the same time, inform th& other chamber in 
which the project originated, that they have adopted their 
proposition relative to such an object ; and have directed it to 
tJbe king, asking him to sanction it. 

Art. 57. Should the king refuse his consent, he will 
answer in tiie following terms :— ^* The king wishes to meditate 
upon Ae project of law, to resolve upon it in his own tune.*' 
To which the chamber will reply,—-'* lliat it thanks his ma- 
jesty> for the concern which he takes for the nation." 

Alt. 58. This denial is absolutely decisive. 

Art 59. The king will either give or refuse bis sanction 
to each decree within one month after it has been pesented to 
him. .' ^ 

Art. 60. Should the king adopt the project of the general 
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Corteg, he will thus express himself: — ** The king consents." 
•^With this it is sanctioned, and ready to he promulgated as 
a law of the kingdom ; and one of the two autographs, after 
being signed by the king, will be transmitted to the archiTes 
of the chamber which sent it ; and the other will serve for 
the respective secretary of state to promulgate the law from : 
after which it will be lodged in the national archives. 

Art. 61. The form of promulgating the law shall be 

couched in the following terms : — " Don , by the grace of 

God, king of Portugal, Algarve, &c. We make known to 
all our subjects that the general Cortes decree, and • we will, 
the following law, (copy of the law). Therefore, -we order 
all authorities, to whom belong the .knowledge and execution 
of the said law, that they obey, and cause to be obeyed, and 
keep it as entirely as is therein contained : the secretary of 
state for the affairs of (the competent department) will have 
it printed, published, and distributed.'' 

Art. 62. The law being signed by the king, and by the 
competent secretary of state, and sealed with the royal signet, 
the original will be kept in the archives of the kingdom, and 
printed copies of it will be s^nt to all the corporations, tri- 
bunals, and other places throughout the kingdom where it 
should be made public. 

CHAPTER V. 
Of the Elections. 

Art. 63. The nomination of deputies for the general 
Cortes, shall be made by indirect elections ; the mass of the 
active citizens electing, in parochial assemblies, the electors of 
the province ; and these the representatives of the nation. 

Art. 64. Those who can vote in these primary elections, 
are — 1. Portuguese citizens, who are in possession of their 
political rights. — 2. Naturalized foreigners. 
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Art. 65.-^Tho6d excluded from TOiiiig iik the pubcfaial a^ 
vemblies are — 1. Minors, under twenty-five years of age, 
amongst whom, however, are not inchided married men, and 
military officers, who are above twenty-one years of age, 
bachelors of arts, and clergy in holy orders. — 2. Sons of 
families who are living with their parents, unless they hold 
public offices. — 3. Servants, to which class do not belong 
book-keepers, or head clerks of commercial houses, the ser- 
vants of the royal palace that do not wear white lace, or the 
administrators of country estates and manufactories.—^. Re- 
ligious orders, and all that live in cloisteral community. — 
5. Those who have not a clear annual income of a hundred 
mil-r^is, proceeding from estates, industry, commerce, or em- 
l^oyment. 

Art. 66. — Thbiie who are not eligible to vote in the 
primary parochial assemblies, cannot be members, nor vote 
in the nomination of any elective national authority. 

Art. 67. All can be electors, ajid vote in the election of 
deputies, who have votes in the parochial assemblieik ; except, 
•—1. Those who have not an annual clear rent of two hundred 
inil-r^is in estates, industry, commerce, or ^njploymeut. — 
2. Enfranchised slaves. — 3. Condemned criminals. 

Art. 68. All those who can be electors, mre competent to 
be nominated deputies, excepting : — 1. Those who have not 
four hundred mil-reis dear rent, according to articles 65 and 
67. — 2. Naturalized foreigners. 

Art. 69.— -Portuguese citizens, wherever they may live, 
kre eligiblis in each electoral district for deputies, although 
they were neither bom there, nor have become residents or 
ietders. 

Art. 70. The practical manner of carrying on the elec- 
taois will be arranged by a regule^ng law ; and the number 
of depi]N:ies proportioned to the population of the kingdom. 
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TITLE V. 

OP T9B KING. 

CHAPTER I. 
Of the Moderating Power. 

Art. 71. The moderating jpfp^^^er is the key to all political 
organization, and helongs exclusively to the king, as supreme 
«hief of the nation, in order incessantly to watch over the 
maintenance of the independency, .equilihrium, and harmony, 
of the other political powers. 

Art. 72. The person of the king is invicdaUe and sacred : 
^e IB not suhjeot to any responsihiiity. 

Art. 73. His titles are, king of Portugal and the Algarrea, 
on this and the other side of the sea, in Africa, lord .of 
<7uin^, and of the conquest, navigation, and commerce of 
Ethiopia, Arahia, Persia, and India, &c. ; and he has the 
style of most faithful majesty. 

Art. 74. The king exercises Jthe moderating jx>wer ; 

I. In nominating the peers, without any £xed number, 

II. In convoking, especially, the general Costes, in this 
intervals of the sessions, when the intexfist of jihe nation re- 
quires it. 

III. In sanctioning .the decrees and resolution^ of the 
general Cortes, that they may be enforced as laws. (Art. 55^ 

IV. In proroguing the general Cortes, and dissqlying the 
chamber of deputies, in cases whei» the salvation of the 
Atate requires it; immediately convoking another tp re- 
.place it. 

V. In nominating,, and freely. dimissing the nuinisters pf 
.«tate. 
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VI. In suspending magistratesy meases of Article 121. 

VI r. In pardoning, and mitigating the punishments im- 
posed on culprits condemned bj sentence. 

VIII. In conceding amnesty in urgent cases, and when 
humanity and the welfare of the state recommend it. 



CHAPTER II. 
Of the J&Decutwe Power. 

Art. 75. The king is chief of the executiye power, and 
exercises it by his ministers of state. Hb principal attri- 
butes are : 

I. To convoke the new ordinary general Cortes, on the 
2d day of March, in the fourth year of the existing legisla- 
ture of the kingdom of Portugal ; and in the preceding year 
in its dominions. 

II. To nominate bishops^ and present to ecclesiastical 
preferment. 

III. To nominate magistrates. 

IV. To appoint to other civil and political employments. 

V. To nominate commanders of the land and sea forces ; 
and remove them when the welfieure of the state requires it. 

VI. To nominate ambassadors, and other diplomatic and 
commercial agents. 

VII. To direct the political negociations with foreign 
nations. 

VIII. To conclude treaties of alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, of subsidy and commerce ; bringing them, when con- 
cluded, to the knowledge of the general Cortes, when the 
interest and security of the state will permit it. If the 
treaties entered into in time of peace, involve the cession or 
exchange of territory in the kingdom, or of possessions to 
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which the kingdom has a right, they will not be ratified with- 
out being approved by the general Cortes. 

IX. To declare war, and make peace ; communicating to 
the Cortes what is compatible with the interests and security 
of the state. 

X. To grant letters of naturalization^ according to law. 

XI. To grant titles, honours, military orders and distinc- 
tions, in recompense of services rendered to the state : the 
pecuniary grants depending on the approval of the Cortes, 
when they are not already designated and taxed by law. 

XII. To expedite decrees, instructions, and regulations, 
adequate to the proper execution of the laws. 

XIII. To decree the application of rents, appropriated 
by the Cortes to the difiFerent branches of public administra- 
tion. 

XIV. To grant or refuse sanction to the decrees of the 
councils, and apostolic letters, and all other ecclesiastical 
constitutions, that are not opposed to the constitution, and 
are preceded by the approbation of the Cortes, if they con- 
tain general matter. 

XV. To provide for all that concerns the internal and 
external security of the state, according to the constitution. 

Art. 76. The king, previous to his being proclaimed, will 
tender to the president of the chamber of peers, both the 
chambers being united, the following oath i-^^" I swear to 
maintain the Roman Catholic Apostolic religion, and the in- 
tegrity of the kingdom ; to observe, and cause to be observed, 
the political constitution of the Portuguese nation, and other 
laws of the realm ; and to promote the general welfare of the 
nation, as far as lies in my power.'' 

Art. 77. The king cannot go out of the kingdom of Por- 
tugal, without the consent of the general Cortes : if he does 
so, it will be understood that he has abdicated the throne. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Of the Royal Family^ and its Revenue. 

' An. 78. The heir presumptive of the kingdom Aball have 
the title of prince-royal : and his first-horn that of prince of 
Beira; all the others will have that of infantes. The style 
of the heir presun^tive shall be, royal highness, and the 
prince of Beira's the 3ame ; the infantes shall havA the title 
of highness. 

Art. 79. The heir presumptive, having completed four- 
teen yeiurs, will tender to the president of the chamber of 
peers, both the chambers being united, the following oath :— 
'^ I swear to maintain the Roman Catholic Apostolic rel^on, 
to observe the political constitution of .the Portuguese na- 
tion, and to be obedient to the laws, and to the king. " 

Art. 80. The general Cortes, immediately on the king*s 
accession, will assign to him, and to the q^een his spouse, & 
^revenue becoming his high dimity. 

Art. 81. The Cortes will also assign judcomes to the 
prince royal^ and to tb^ infantes, from .the period of their 
birth. 

Art. 82, When the :prittce83es or infantas are aboat to 
marry, the Cortes will assign their 4owry ; and upon ita 
delivery to them, their incomes will cease. 

Art. 83. To the infantes who may marry and go to reside 
out of the kingdom, a certain fium, determined on by the 
Cortes, will at once be given : upon this, their former in- 
comes will cease. 

Art. 84. The revenue, incomes, and dowries, mentioned 
in the preceding articles, shall be paid from the pubUc trea- 
sury, and delivered to a steward, named by the king, with 
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whom will be settled what concerns the interests of the 
royal household. 

Art. 85. The palaces, and royal lands, hitherto in the 
king's possession, will still continue to bdong to hie smc- 
cessors : and the Cortes will pioyide for such purchases and 
constructions as they think necessary for the decency and 
recreation of the king. 

CHAPTER IV. 
Of the Sttccession of the Kingdom. 

Art. 86. The senhora Donna Maria II. by 4he grace of 
God, and the formal abdication and cession of senhor Don 
Pedro I. emperor of Brazil, shall always reign in Porttigal. 

Art. 87. Her legitimate descendants shall succeed to the 
throne^ according to the regular order of 'primogeniture, and 
representation; preferring always the anterior to the pos- 
terior line ; in the same line, the nearest degree to that more 
remote ; in the same degree, the masculine to the feminine 
sex : in the same sex, the elder person to the younger. 

Art. 88. The lines of the legitimate descendants of 
senhora Donna Maria II. being extinct, the crown will pass 
to that which is collateral. 

Art. 89. No foreigner can succeed to the crown of tlie 
kingdom of Portugal. 

Art. 90. The marriage of the princess, presumptive heiress 
to the throne, shall be arranged according to the will ^{ ^e 
king, but never with a foreigner* Should the ^Ling -tiQ^ Ibe 
living at the time when this alliance is treated of, it cannot 
be effected without the approbation of the general Cortes. 
Her husband will have no share in the govefj^unent ; and 
will not be called king until the queen shall have borne 
a child. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Of the Regency y during the Mtncrity or Impedment of ike 
King. 

Art. 91. The king is a minor until he has completed his 
eighteenth year. 

Art. 92. During his minority the kingdom shall be 
governed by a regency, which will belong to the nearest 
relation of the king, according to the order of succession, 
and who shall be more than twenty-fiye years of age. 

Art. 93. If tlie king should have no relation in whom 
are united these qualifications, the kingdom shall be goyemed 
by a permanent regency, named by the general Cortes, com- 
posed of three members, of whom the eldest shall be the 
president. 

Art. 94. Until such regency be elected, the kingdom 
shall be governed by a provisional regency, composed of the 
two ministers of state, of the interior and of justice, and of 
the two senior counsellors of state, presided over by the 
queen-widow; and in her absence by the senior counsellor 
of state. 

Art. 95. In case of the death, of the queen-regent, her 
husband shall beccmie president of the regency.' 

Art. 96. Should the king, by reason of physical or moral 
caus0, clearly recognized by a majority of each chamber of 
the Cortes, be unfit to govern^ the prince royal, as regent, 
will govern in his place, if he have attained the age of 
eighteen years. 

Art. 97. The regent as well as the regency will take the 
oath mentiokied in article 76, adding the clause of fidelity to 
the king, and to deliver to him the government immediately 
that he becomes of age, or the impediment ceases. 
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Art. 98. The acts of the regency, and of the regent, 
shall be issued in the name >of the.king, in the following 
manner : — ^^ The regency orders, in the name of the king,''-— 
" The prince-rojal regent orders, in the name of the king" 

Art 99. Neither the regency nor : the,^ regent . shall be 
responsible. . ; 

Art. 100. During the minority of the successor to the 
crown, that person shall be his tutor whom his father nomi- 
nated in his will : in the absence of this, the queen-mother, 
and in her absence the general Cortes, will appoint a tutor. 
Providing, howeyer, that the person to whom, on his impe- 
diment, may belong the succession to the crown, can never 
be tutor to the king in his minority. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Of the Ministry. 

Art. 101. There will be different offices of state. The 
law will designate the different business belonging to each, 
and their numbers ; and will unite or separate them as shall 
be most convenient. 

Art. 102. The ministers of state will sign aU the acts 
of the executive power, without which they cannot be 
executed. . . 

Art 103. The ministers of state shall be responsible : 

I. For treason. 

II. For bribery, subornation, or extortion. 

III. For abuse of power. 

IV. For not duly observing the law. 

V. For what they do contrary to the liberty, security, 
or property of the citizens. 

VI. For any waste of the public property. 
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Art. 104. A pardctthur iftw will spacify Ae nsttne o{ 
these crimety end the menmer in 'mMck thej a»e to be pro- 
ceeded against. 

Art. 105. The Terbal or written order of the king will 
not do away with thie reeponsibiUty of the ministry. 

Art. 106. Foreigners, although naturalized, cannot he 
minbters of state. 

CHAPTER VII. 
Of the Council of State. 

Art. 107. There shall be a cowunl of etate, composed of 
counsellors for life, nominated by the king. 

Art. 108. Foreigners cannot be counsellors of state, al- 
though they should be naturalized. 

Art. 109. The counsellors of state, previous to entering, 
will tender their oath to the king to maintain the Roman 
Catholic Apostolic religion ; to observe the constitution and 
the laws; to be faithful to the king, and to counsel him 
according to their consciences, attending oniy to the welfare 
of the nation. 

Art. 110. The counsellors shall be heard in all serious 
matters, and general measures of the public administration ; 
partioukrly upon the declaration of war, the adjustment of 
peace, or negociations with foreign countries ; as also on 
every occasion wherein the king purposes to exercise any 
of the attributes belonging to the moderating power indicated 
in Art. 74, with 4he .exception of paragraph 5. 

Art. 111. The counsellors of state shall be responsible 
for the counsel that they may give, contrary to the laws, and 
the hrtecests of the state, should it be evidently prejudicial. 

Art. 112. Immediately upon the prince-royal having 
completed his eighteenth year, he will by Fi^t become a 



Digitized by 



Google 



fiitfitib«y of tAi« couiidl iof citato. The fldttiiiidn of idie other 
princes of the royal family into the colmcil «f state mil 
de]^eiid on the iKMftinaitioti of the kittg^ 

CHAPTER Vni. 
Of ike MUUaty Farce. 

Art. 113. Every Portuguese b obliged to take up arms, 
to support the independence and integrity of the kingdom, 
and defend it from its external and internal enemies. 

Art. 11 4. While the general Cortes do not decide on the 
permanent land and sea forces, what may at present exist 
will be continued, until the same Cortes alter it, for more 
or less. 

Art. 115. The military force is essentially obedient; it 
can never unite without being ordered by legitimate au- 
thority. 

Art. 116. To the executive power exclusively belongs the 
employment of the land and sea forces, as may appear best 
suited to the security and defence of the nation. 

Art. 117, A special ordinance will regulate the organiza- 
tion of the army, its promotion, pay, and discipline, as also 
those of the naval force. 

TITLE VI. 

OF THE JUDICIAL POWER. 

ONLY CHAPTER. 

Of the Judges and Trdninak of Justice. 

Art. 118. The judicial power is independent, and shall 
be composed of judges and juries, who will act .in civil, a» 
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well as criminal matters, in the cases and the manner that 
thiB Cortes shall determine. 

Art. 119. The juries pronounce. upon the fact, and the 
judges apply the law. 

Art. 120. The judges shall be perpetual ; however, it is 
not to he understood that they cannot be moved from one 
place to another, at such time, and in such manner as the 
law may determine* 

Art. 121. The king can suspend them for complaints 
made against them, proceeding to inquiry of the same judges, 
and hearing the council of state ; the papers, which belong 
to them shall be transmitted to the judicial trihunal of the 
respective district, which will proceed according to law. . 

Art. 122. Those judges can only lose their places by 
sentence. 

Art. 123. All judges, and officers of justice, are respon- 
sible for the abuses of power, and prevarications, which they 
commit in the exercise of their functions ; this responsibility 
will be rendered effectual by a regulating law. 

Art. 124. For subornation, bribery, peculation, and ex- 
tortion, a popular action may be brought against them, which 
may be instituted within a year and a day, by the person 
complaining, or by any of the people ; following the order of 
the process, as established by law. 

Art. 125. To judge causes in the second and last in- 
stance, there shall be in the provinces of the kingdom the tri- 
bunals that will be necessary for the eonvenience of the people. 

Art. 126. In criminal causes, the examination of wit- 
nesses, and all the other acts of the process, after denuncia- 
tion, shall from henceforth be public. 

Art. 127. In civil, and in penal causes civilly tried, the 
parties may nominate arbitrating judges. Their sentences 
shall be executed without appeal, if the parties shall have 
thus agreed. 
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Art. 128. Without proof that the medium of reconcDia-' 
tion has been tried, no t)rooeds shall b6 commenced. 

Art. 129. For this purpose there will be peace judges, 
who shall be elected at the same time, and in the same 
manner, with the aldermen of the corporations. Their attri- 
butes and districts shall be regulated by law. 

Art. 130. In the capital of the kingdom, besides th6 
judicial tribunal that ought to exist, as well as in the pro^ 
vinces, there shall be also one with the denomination of 
supreme tribunal of justice, composed of judges taken from 
the judicial tribunals according to their seniority, who shall 
be distinguished by the title of the council. In the first 
organization of this tribunal, the ministers of those which 
are to be abolished may be emplbyed. 

Art. 131. To this tribunal itynW belong; 

I. To grant or deny revisions of causes, and in th^ 
manner that the law will determine. 

^ II. To take cognizance of crimes and official errors, which 
its own ministers may commit, those of the judicial tribunals, 
and those employed in the diplomatic body. 

III. To take cognizance of, and decide upon all judicial 
contests, and the competency of provincial tribunals. 



TITLE VII. 



OF THE ADMINISTRATION AND ECONOMY OF THE PROVINCES. 



CHAPTER I. 



Of the Administration. 



Art. 132. The administration of the provinces will re^ 
main as at present, until it is altered by Uw. 

c c. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Of Corparaiians, 

Art. ] 33. In all the cities and towns now existing, and 
in all others that in future shall be formed, corporations shall 
exist, to which will belong the economical and municipal 
governments of the same cities and towns. 

Art. 134. The corporations shall be elective, and com- 
posed of such number of aldermen as the law shall appoint ; 
the one who obtains the greater number of votes shaU be 
president. 

Art. 135. The exercise of its municipal functions, for- 
mation of its police, application of its rents, and all its 
private and useful attributes, shall be decreed by a regu- 
lating law. 

CHAPTER III. 

Of the Public Revenue, 

Art. 136. The receipt and expenditure of the public 
revenue, shall be in charge of a tribunal, under the name of 
the public treasury ; where, at different periods, regularly 
established by law, its administration, right distribution, and 
accounts, shall be regulated. 

Art. 1 37. All the direct contributions, with the exception 
of those which are ^plied to the interest and liquidation of 
the public debt, shall be annually settled by the general 
Cortes ; but will continue until their repeal is published, or 
others are substituted for them. 

Art. 138. The minister of finance, having received from 
the other ministers the estimates relative to the expei^ituve 
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of their departments, wilL annually deliver to the chamber 
of deputies, immediately on the assembling of the Cortes, a 
general balance of the receipt and expenditure of the trea- 
sury during the preceding year, and also a general estimate 
of all the public expences for the ensuing year, and the 
amount of all the contributions and public rents. 



TITLE VIIL 

Of the general Dispositiom and Guarantees of the Civil 
and Political Rights of Portuguese Citizens. 

Art. 139. The general Cortes, at the commencement of 
their session, will examine if the political constitution of the 
kingdom has been exactly observed, in order to provide as 
justice may direct. 

Art. 140. If at the end of four years after the constitu- 
tion of the kingdom has been sworn to, it is known that 
some of its articles require reform, the proposal shall be 
made in writing. It ought to commence in the chamber of 
deputies, and to receive the support of one third of them. • 

Art. 141. The proposal shall be read three times, with an 
interval of six days between each reading ; and after the 
third, the chamber of deputies will deliberate if it shall be 
admitted to discussion ; observing, in every respect, the rules 
necessary for the formation of a law* 

Art. 142. When admitted to discussion, and the necessity 
of amending the constitutional article carried, the law will 
be expeditl^, and sanctioned, and promulgated by the king 
in the usual manner ; in this law the electors of the depu- 
ties for the ensuing legislature shall be ordered to confer on 
their representativeiii Special authority for the pioposed 
alteration or reform. - 

c c2 
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A,rt, 143. In the first seitsion of tb^ i^cc0eding legia-^ 
l^ture, the matter ahall be proposed and discussed ; and that 
which ia carried shall prevail for the change -or addition of 
the fundamental law ; ^nd .being joined to the constitution, 
9hall be solemnly promulgated. 

Art. 144. That only is constitutional which refers to the 
limits and respective attributes of the political powers, and to 
the political and individual rights of the citizens. Every 
thing which is not constitutional, inay be altered without the 
forms referred to, by the ordinary legislatures. 

Art. 14^ The inviolability of the civil and political, rights 
of Portuguese citizens, which are founded in liberty, indi- 
vidual security, and property, is guaranteed by the constitu- 
^pn of the kingdom in the following manner : — 

i. No citizen can be obliged to do, nor be presented from 
doing, any thing, e^^cept according to law. 

II. The operation of the law shall not possesa a retvo^ 
spective effeet. 

III. Every one may communicate his thoughts by written 
wprd^b H^ publish theni in print, independent of a censor- 
ship ; but will haVQ to answer for the abuses that he may 
have coinmltted in the exercise of this privilege, in the cases 
a^. in the manner: that the law detennines. 

IV. None c^n be persecuted on account of religion, pro- 
lide^d ikej reaped, that of the state, and da not offend public 
WOralft. 

V. All persons may continue in the kingdom, or quit it 
when they please, taking with them their property, observing 
the^ polica regulations, and saving to the prejudice of others. 

VI. Every citizen has in his house an inviolable asylum ; 
l^ne can eiiter it during. the night, except with his consent 
ear in case of help being called for from within, or to save it 
from fire or inunci^tion ; and in the day it shall only be free 
of entrance in the cases and manner that the law determines. 
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VII. No perAon can he arresled wilbout a specific accuaa,-p 
tion, except in those cases pointed out by law ; and in tbe^Q 
within twentj-four boQra, lAckoning from the entrance into 
piiflon, if in cities, towns, or any part n^r the judge's place 
of residence, and in remote places, witbiik a reasonable period, 
which the law will mark, according to thie extent of the ter- 
ritory, the judge, in a note signed by biniself, will inform 
the criminal of the reason of his air^t, and the names of 
his accusers and the witnesses, if there be any. 

VIII. Even with a specified accusation, no person shall be 
conducted to prison, or kept there if already arrested, if he 
shall offer fit bail, in cases where the law admits of it ; and 
in general in offences not liable to greater punishment than 
six months imprisonment, or banishment from the. hundred, 
the culprit may become his own bail. 

IX. Except in flagrante delictOy an arrest cannot be exe- 
cuted, without a written order of the legitimate authority. 
If this should be arbitrary, the judge who passed it, and the 
person who demanded it, shall be punished with such inflic- 
tion as the law shall determine. That which is ordered 
respecting imprisonment without a specified accusation, does 
not include the established military regulations, as necessary 
to the discipline and recruiting of the army : nor those cases 
which are not purely criminal, and in which the law, never- 
theless, determines the arrest of any person ij|fp^Uobedience 
to the orders of justice ; or for not fulfilling any bond withia 
the determined period. 

X. No person shall be sentenced, except by the competent 
authority, in virtue of an anterior law, and ii^ the form pre- 
scribed by it. 

XI. The independence of the judicial power shall be 
maintained. No authority can call in pending causes, arrest 
them, or revive processes that are concluded. 

XII. The law shall be equal for all, whether protecting or 
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paninhing; and shall recompenae in'proporddQ to the deaerta 
of ererj one. 

XIII. Every citiaen ia admiaaiblo to public officea, either 
political or militarj, withont any other diatinction than that 
of hia talenta and rirtaea. 

XIV. No peraon shall be exempt from contribating to 
the expencea of the atate, in proportion to what he poeaesaee. 

XV. All priyilegea are abolished that are not essential 
and entirely united to employmenta for public utility. 

XVI. Except in those causes which, by their nature, 
belong to particular judges, according to law, there shall be 
no privileged courts, no special commissions, in civU or 
criminal causes. 

XVII. There shall be organised, as soon aa possible, a 
civil and criminal code, founded on the solid basis of justice 
and equity. 

XVIII. From this time are abolished whipping, torture, 
marking with hot iron, and all other cruel punishments. 

XIX. No punishment will pass from the person of the 
delinquent : therefore, in no case shall there be any confiscation 
of property ; nor shall the disgrace of the criminal be trans- 
mitted to his relations, of any degree. 

XX. The jails shall be secure, clean, and well ventilated ; 
having difierent apartments, in order to separate the criminals, 
according to their circumstances, and the nature of their 
offences. 

XXI. The right of property is guaranteed in all its pleni- 
tude. If the public good, legally verified, require the use 
and employment of the property of the citiaen, he shall be 
previously indemnified for the value of it. The law will 
mark the cases in which this single exception shall take 
place ; and will give the rules for determining the indemni- 
fications. 

XXII. The public debt is also guaranteed. 
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XXIII. No sort of worky culture, industry, or commerce, 
can be prohibited, if it be not opposed to public customs, or 
the security and health of the citizens. 

XXIV. Inventors shall have the property of their dis- 
coveries, or productidns. The law shall secure their own 
temporary and exclusive privilege; or wiU Tomunerate, to 
make amends for the loss they may suffer by its becoming 
common. 

XXV. The secrecy of letters is inviolable ; the adminis- 
tration of the post is rigorously responsible for any infringe- 
ment of this article. 

XXVL The recompences conferred for services rendered 
to the state are guaranteed, whether they be civil or military ; 
as is also the right acquired by them according to law. 

XXVII. Those in public employ are strictly responsible 
for the abuses and omissions of which they may be guilty in 
the exercise of their functio7:s ; and for not rendering those 
under them effectually responsible. 

XXVIII. Every citizen may present, in writing, to the 
legislative and executive powers, claims, complaints, or peti- 
tions ; and even expose any infraction of the constitution, 
requiring, before the competent authorities, the actual respon- 
sibility of the infractors. 

XXIX. The constitution also guarantees the public 
succours : 

XXX. The primary gratuitous instruction of all citizens. 

XXXI. It guarantees the hereditary nobility, and its pre- 
rogatives. 

XXXII. Colleges, and universities, where shall be taught 
the elements of sciences, belles-lettres, and arts. 

XXXIII. The constitutional powers cannot suspend the 
constitution in what it decrees regarding individual rights, 
except in the cases and circumstances specified in the f<^0W'- 
ing paragraph. 
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XXXIV* In cases of rebellioA^ or inrasion of ad enemy, 
the secuirity of the state requiring 'that, for a limited time, 
some of the formalities, that guarantee indiyidual liberty 
should be dispensed with» it mhy be done by a special act of 
the legislature. If, however, at this time the Cortes should 
not be sitting, and the country is incurring imminent peril, 
the government may use this precaution, as a provisional and 
indispensable measure, suspending it immediately when the 
urgent necessity which caused it Ceases : it being requisite, 
in eithet case, to transmit to the Cortes, as soon as they have 
met, an account of what caused the arrests, and the other 
preventive measures tnken : and all authorities that may have 
been ordered to proceed ifi thefn^ shall be responsible foi: the 
abuses which ^hey may have practised in this respect. 

Therefore, I command all authorities to whom belcmg the 
knowledge lind execution of this constitutional charter, that 
they swear, and cause it to be sworn to, and fulfil, and cause 
it to be fulfilled, and guard it, as entirely as therein is con- 
tained. The regency of these my kingdoms* and dominions, 
thus will uiiderstand it, iemd will have it printed, published, 
&c. &t. &c. 

Signed by. the king, tod dated at Rio de Janeiro, April 
29, 1826. 



FIKIS. 



J* DEMNE'TT, 

Leather Lane, London. 
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